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some posterior removals. Changes in autonomic
response sometimes occurred, and an interesting point
was the appearance of a reticulocytosis in some patients.
However, as this was not correlated with hTmoglobin
level it may have been merely a h.Tmorrhagic effect.
Nothing very new emerges from the work. Neverthe-

less it is a useful addition to the subject, and will be of
value in guiding future research. In a field still largely
uncharted, such a detailed study even of a few cases is
probably necessary, but it may be doubted whether the
bulky psychiatric case histories are really of much
value, and negative findings seem at times unnecessarily
elaborated. The array of specialist talent collaborating
in the work is impressive, though the English reader
may get a suggestion of advertisement for the principle
of the " combined research project". The book will
undoubtedly be of interest to neurologists and psychia-
trists, especially as it has an adequate reference section.
It is a pity the price in this country is so high.

Acute Injuries of the Head. By G. F. Rowbotham.
Third Edition. 1949. E. and S. Livingstone. Edin-
burgh. 35s.
A book which has reached its third edition within

seven years needs little introduction. The new edition,
which includes the results of experience gained in the
war years on the penetrating wounds, remains an
excellent monograph on head injuries and a book
indispensable to those engaged in accident work. The
references given to each subject are particularly well
chosen and show how much the value of a book is
enhanced when attention is paid to this important but
often neglected detail.

" Microscopical" on page 45 is presumably a mis-
print for " macroscopical", and there is a grammatical
error on page 144.
The operative section is reliable. Further details of

the efficacy of the operation advocated for external
hydrocephalus would be welcome. It is surprising to
note that the author still advocates the use of amnion
for dural repair.

In looking forward to a further edition we hope that
it will be possible for the author to give us a clearer
indication of the incidence of epilepsy following head
injury, a matter on which advice is so often sought. The
section on birth injuries might well be expanded to
describe more fully the clinical syndrome and treatment
of subdural hvmatoma in infancy.

Psychical Physics. By S. W. Tromp. 1949. Elsevier
Publishing Co., Inc. Distributors: Cleaver-Hume Press,
London. Pp. 534. Price 60s.
The first two-thirds of this interesting but unconvincing

book gives very brief descriptions of the electrical
phenomena found to influence, or supposed to influence
living tissues. In the next 156 pages, water divining
and kindred phenomena, including radiesthesia (pendu-
lum phenomena), are discussed. Then follows a biblio-
graphy of 1,496 references with a large section on the
use of the divining rod. This bibliography forms a
useful source of references to electro-biological pheno-
mena and can be recommended to anyone beginning the

study of the less known phenomena in bio-electricity.
The accounts of the various subjects discussed are too
short and too free from critical comment to give much
indication of the validity of the various phenomena
described.
The author is a professor of geology in Cairo. He

attaches much weight to scientific tests made in physical
and physiological laboratories in Holland during 1946
and 1947. These are said to have indicated that
" divining phenomena are not due to charlatanry and
suggestion, but really exist." He does however remark
on page 289, in regard to the general literature ofdowsing,
that the facts are " partly true and partly fantastically
imaginative," and " it is doubtful whether so much
investigation and discussion have been bestowed on any
other subject with such lack of positive evidence for the
reality of the observed facts."

--BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here of books

recently received.)

Die Sektion des Gehirns und Ruckenmarks und lhrer
Hullen. By Berthold Ostertag. 1949. Berlin: Springer-
Verlag. Pp. 47. Price DM. 6.60.

Inner Experiences of a Psychoanalyst. By Theodor
Reik. 1950. London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.
Pp. 514. Price 21s.

Report of the Medical Research Council for the Years
1945-1948. 1949. London: H.M.S.O. Pp. 283. Price 5s.

Selective Partial Ablation of the Frontal Cortex. By
the Columbia-Greystone Associates (edited by Fred
A. Mettler). 1949. London: Cassell & Co., Ltd.
Pp. xiv+517. Price 75s. (Reviewed p. 155.)

Perspectives in Neuro-Psychiatry. Essays presented
to Professor Frederick Lucien Golla by past Pupils and
Associates. Edited by Derek Richter. 1950. London:
H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. Pp. 236. Price 15s. (Reviewed
p. 155.)
The Diagnosis of Hysteria. By D. W. Abse, with a

foreword by John H. Ewen. 1950. Bristol: John
Wright & Sons, Ltd. London: Simpkin Marshall Ltd.
Pp. xii+ 1 12. Price 8s. 6d.

Fundamentals of Psycho-Analysis. By Franz Alex-
ander. 1950. London: George Allen and Unwin,
Ltd. Pp. 312. Price 16s.

Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the
United Kingdom. 1949. London: J. & A. Churchill,
Ltd. Vol. LXVIII, Session 1948. Pp. Lxiii+591.
No price given.

Fisiopathologia De Las Convulsiones Epilepticas.
By S. Obrador Alcade. 1949. Madrid: Editorial Paz
Montalvo. Pp. 163. Price Pes. 45.
Die Einteilung des Nervensystems nach seinen Leis-

tungen. By L. R. Muller, Erlangen. 1950. Stuttgart:
Georg Thieme Verlag. Pp. 74. Price DM. 8.70.

Psychology and Mental Health. By J. A. Hadfield.
1950. London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.
Pp. 444. Price 18s.
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