
BOOK REVIEWS

Prefrontal Leucotomy. By Maurice Partridge. 1950.
Oxford: Blackwell's Scientific Publications. Pp. 496.
Price 42s.

This book discusses the results of 300 cases of pre-
frontal leucotomy, all of them seen personally by the
author. The first quarter of the book is devoted to a
detailed analysis of the post-operative changes seen in 60
cases of affective disorder in which the disease process
was considered not to have affected the basic personality
and to have been substantially abolished by the operation.
They are thus taken to represent a picture of the deficit
in frontal lobe function caused by leucotomy.

In subsequent chapters the results of operation in
various diagnostic groups are analysed. The author
purposely adopts very broad classifications in his psy-
chotic cases, using grouping such as " unequivocal
schizophrenia " or " schizophrenia with affective
features ", though he also considers diagnosis under
the more detailed headings of Kraepelin's nomenclature.
This is justified by the present state of diagnosis in the
psychoses, and will give for the general medical reader a
welcome solidity to the diseases discussed. The author
educes from the results of each group those factors
which seem to be relatively for or against improvement
from the operation. These chapters all contain a large
amount of factual information, and Dr. Partridge has so
marshalled his material that details do not obscure the
main line of his argument. They will be of special
interest to neurologists and psychiatrists; but the
discussion of the post-operative picture in the undeter-
iorated affective cases will have a wider appeal, to all
those, whether clinicians or not, who are interested in
frontal lobe functions. These earlier chapters are in
some ways the cream of the book, and certainly make
fascinating reading. Here the writer's thoughtful
approach is shown at its best, and the many implications
of his observations are likely to be as profitable as the
facts themselves. To take but one example, the evidence
of some intellectual deficit in these cases appears con-
vincing to this reviewer, though it will doubtless give
rise to controversy.
Throughout the book the author shows qualities often

lacking in modern medical writing. He uses plain
English skilfully, writes in a style which avoids pomposity
and does not eschew occasional entertainment, states
his evidence clearly and avoids dogmatism in interpreting
it. The inquiry is a " clinical " one (in the wider sense),
without the aid of " adjuvant investigations ", and is a
timely illustration of how valuable careful clinical
observation can be.
On the practical side, this book should ensure that

the detailed structure of previous personality and the
emotional and social milieu to which the patient must

return be given full consideration in planning operation
and in assessing results. Its theoretical contribution is
to a clearer understanding of frontal lobe function.
It may also suggest lines along which formal tests of
this function may profitably be developed. All in all,
it is likely to take its place beside Brickner's detailed
study and Freeman and Watts' work as a real addition
to the literature of the subject.

Electroencephalography: A Symposium on its Various
Aspects. By W. Grey Walter, Denis Hill, W. A. Cobb,
D. Whitteridge, G. D. Greville, and M. E. Heppenstall.
Edited by Denis Hill and Geoffrey Parr. With a fore-
word by Prof. E. D. Adrian. 1950. London: Mac-
donald & Co. (Publishers) Ltd. Illustrated. Pp. 438.
Price £3 18s.

This book gives the first collected experience and
opinions of a group of British workers in electroencepha-
lography. When the electroencephalogram (EEG) was
first applied clinically, the need was for simple correla-
tions between wave pattern and clinical states, and this
stage was excellently represented by the Gibbs' atlas.
Once such correlations were established, an analysis of
how normal and abnormal wave forms were composed
and what they represented anatomically and physio-
logically, became of as much interest to the clinician as
to the electrophysiologist. The present volume attempts
an introduction to this more developed phase of the
EEG, while not neglecting the clinically useful aspect
of variation of EEG pattern with brain disease. The
symposium form of the work is well-adapted to this
purpose. It allows Dr. Whitteridge, for instance, ta
contribute an excellent introduction to neurophysiology,
essential to any real comprehension of what the EEG
means, while Dr. Grey Walter illustrates its value in the
diagnosis and investigation of epilepsy, still an important
part of the medical EEG, and Dr. Hill reviews the rapidly
growing contribution it is making to problems of neuro-
psychiatry. There are chapters on technical and
electrical problems, and a large body of work on pharma-
cologica I and biochemical changes in the milieu of the
brain and their effects on EEG records are also reviewed.
Sections on cerebral trauma and neoplasm are included.
The authors of a work of this sort are faced by the

difficulties of catering for a wide and often disparate
audience. On the one hand the technician-recordist
wishes to know how to avoid or recognize artefacts in
the record, and remedy the simpler technical faults and
breakdowns in the apparatus; on the other hand the
physician or neurologist, often very slightly acquainted
with electrical knowledge and even the more recent
advances of neurophysiology, wants to know how far
the EEG can help him clinically. The book makes a
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gallant but not wholly successful attempt to fulfil both
functions. Perhaps in the future it will be necessary to
allow these two aspects of the subject to develop and be
presented separately in much the same way as a similar
segregation has occurred in radiology. However, the
present volume undoubtedly constitutes an important
contribution to the subject and it will be an essential
work of reference for all those concerned with
electroencephalography.

Clinical Electroencephalography. By Robert Cohn.
1949. London and New York: McGraw Hill
Publishing Co. Ltd. Pp. 639. Price 119s.

This is an atlas which contains a long succession of
extracts of electroencephalographic records made with a
standard technique using a six channel apparatus. The
right hand page shows the records, nearly life size, and
the left carries an abstract of the clinical facts relating
to the case and a stereotyped description of the records.
There must be over 300 of these records but they are
grouped in sections, each with a page or two of intro-
duction. The first 20 pages deal with the physics of
the subject and the general principles of interpretation.
Technicians learning the subject will like to have a
collection of records of this sort beside them, but they
will surely turn more and more to their own records,
which are living things to them in the same way as Dr.
Cohn's lived for him. The trouble is that records of
other people are dead things and committing them to
print does not bring them to life.

Die Liquordiagnostik in Klinik und Praxis. By Hans
Demme. 1950. Munich and Berlin: Urban and
Schwarzenberg. Second edition. Pp. 212. Illustrated.
Price D.M. 16.

This book is intended primarily to help the clinician
in evaluating the data which he obtains from study of
the cerebrospinal fluid. It is well adapted to this
purpose. The second edition is enlarged, and many
sections have been re-written. After some 60 pages
summarizing the methods of examination, the remainder
of the book describes the findings from the cerebrospinal
fluid to be expected in various nervous diseases. The
figures include a large number of " normomastix"
reaction curves, and a small number showing gold sol
and other reactions. The bibliography refers to about
forty monographs or collected works on the cerebro-
spinal fluid but does not include references to scientific
or clinical journals.

Practical Neurological Diagnosis. By R. G. Spurling.
1950. Illinois. U.S.A.: Charles C. Thomas, Springfield;
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd. Fourth
edition. Pp. 268. Price 37s. 6d.
One might have thought from the title and price of

this book that it would provide an adequate introduction
to the methods of neurological diagnosis in the usually
accepted sense. This however is not so, for the descrip-
tion of neurological examination is surprisingly lifeless
and incomplete. For example there is little or no
reference to examination for injury to peripheral nerves,

muscle diseases, hysterical paralysis, attention hemi-
anopia or disorientation in one visual field. The brief
references to functions of the frontal lobes, and to speech
functions can be of little help to the student faced with a
case in which these require investigation. No less than
one-third of the book is devoted to examination of the
cerebrospinal fluid and roentgenologic diagnosis, but
even here there are statements which provoke dis-
agreement. For example the cerebrospinal fluid (p. 187)
if " yellow, under increased pressure with normal or only
slightly increased protein" is said practically always to
indicate subdural hmmatoma. It should however be
pointed out that this type of fluid is commonly found
during recovery from traumatic or spontaneous sub-
arachnoid hmemorrhage.

Lehrbuch der Neurologie und Psychiatrie. By Gottfried
Ewald. 1948. Berlin: Urban und Schwarzenberg,
Price D.M. 32.

Professor Ewald belongs to the old school of German
psychiatrists-thorough, neurologically-disciplined ob-
servers, widely read in everything written on their subject
in German (except the works of Freud and Jung), and
more interested in diagnosis and pathology than in
treatment. Both the neurology and the psychiatry in
this book attest the relative isolation in which the author
and his countrymen lived for a decade and a half, or more.
The work is clear and concise: two-fifths of it are
devoted to the anatomy and physiology of the nervous
system and to its diseases, the remainder to mental
disorder with an initial section on normal psychology
and psychopathology.

Lehrbuch der Anatomie des Menschen. Vol. III.
Nervensystem, Haut- und Sinessorgane. By A. Benning-~
hoff, in collaboration with E. Goppert and K. Niessing.
1950. Munich and Berlin: Urban and Schwarzenberg.
Illustrated. Third edition. Pp. 415. Price D.M. 30
(bound).

This well published textbook is the third volume of a
well-known student's work of reference. The illustra-
tions are both excellent and original, while there is a
correlation of morphology and function which adds to
the book's value. It may however be suggested that a
few references to recent work would have emphasized
that this is a " living subject ", and would have provided
a counterbalance to the traditional belief of the German
student in the omnipotent authority of the textbook.

Der Arzt der Personlichkeit. By Ernst Speer. 1949.
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. Pp. 290. Price
D.M. 26.

Proceeding in a systematic manner from a philo-
sophical discussion ofthe body-mind problem, the author
defines what he means by psychotherapy and gives an
account of its history, its clinical subject matter, its
problems and aims. Suggestion and hypnosis, various
training procedures, Freudian and other types of psycho-
analysis, cathartic methods, the techniques of Adler,
Jung, Stekel, and others, dream analysis and psycho-
synthesis, all are described critically and in detail. Late
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in the book, one comes on a description by the author
of his own method of " contact-psychology", which is
based on his individual theory of psychiatry. This
theory is that the one mental disorder of man is schizo-
phrenia and that all neurotic and other abnormal mental
processes are manifestations of the schizoid. There is
but a single scale: from the normal at one end to the
most severe catatonic at the other. Many Freudian
and other views are accepted but translated into other
terms. Thus the " Oedipus complex" becomes but one
form, an early one, of disturbance of contact or of inter-
personal relations; that is, a disturbance of the relation
between the child and its parents. One or another
method of psychotherapy is the only means considered
by which these disturbances may be influenced.

While there is abundant evidence in this book of a
wide acquaintance with the literature ofclinicaljudgment,
experience and insight, and of original thinking, the value
of the contribution that is made to psychiatric thought is
almost entirely annulled by the extreme point of view
from which it is written and by the complete neglect of
the biological substrate of human behaviour.

BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here of books

recently received.)

Psychiatric Sections in General Hospitals. By Paul
Haun. 1950. New York: Architectural Record.
Pp. 80. Price $4.00.

Textbook of Neuro-Anatomy. By A. Kuntz. 1950.
London: Balliere, Tindall & Cox. 5th ed. Illustrated.
Pp. 524. Price 61s. 6d.

Textbook of Abnormal Psychology. By Carney
Landis and M. Marjorie Bolles. 1950. London and
New York: MacMillan & Co. Ltd. Revised edition.
Illustrated. Pp. 634. Price 37s. 6d.

Fainting: Physiological and Psychological Consider-
ations. By George L. Engel. 1950. Oxford: Black-
well Scientific Publications, Ltd. 1st ed. Illustrated.
Pp. 140. Price 20s.

Delinquency and Human Nature. By D. H. Stott.
1950. Dunfermline (Fife): Carnegie United Kingdom
Trust. Pp. 460. No price stated.

Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the
United Kingdom. 1950. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. Vol. LXIX, 1949 Session. Illustrated. Pp. 708.
No price stated.

Allegemeine und Spezielie Chirurgische Operations-
lehre. By N. Guleke. 1950. Vol. 2. " Die Eingriffe
am Gehirnschadel, Gehirn, an der Wirbelsaule und
am Riickenmark." Berlin, Gottingen, and Heidel-
berg: Springer-Verlag. 2nd ed. Illustrated. Pp. 589.
Price DM. 126.

Cerebral Angiography. By P. Almeida Lima. 1950.
Oxford University Press. London: Geoffrey Cumber-
lege. Illustrated. Pp. 221. Price 45s.

Die Wirkungseinheit des Lebens. By Ludwig Seitz.
1950. Berlin and Munich: Urban & Schwarzenberg.
Illustrated. Pp. 500. Price DM. 33.

Pre-frontal Leucotomy. By Maurice Partridge. 1950.
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd. Pp. 496.
Price 42s.

Psycho-Analysis: A Handbook for Medical Prac-
titioners and Students of Comparative Psychology. By
Edward Glover. 1949. London: Staples Press Ltd.
Pp. 367. Price 15s.

Abscesos Cerebrales. By Adolfo Ley. 1950. Bar-
celona, Madrid, Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, and
Mexico: Salvat Editores, S.A. Illustrated. Pp. 144.
Price not stated.

Precis de Psychiatrie. By Andre Barbe. 1950.
Paris: G. Doin & Cie. Illustrated. Pp. 11 16.
Price Fr. F. 2,300.

Das Strichbild: zum Form-und Stoffproblem in der
Psychologie der Handschrift. By R. Pophal. 1950.
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. Illustrated. Pp. 60.
Price DM. 6.60.

Medizinische Psychologie. By Ernst Kretschmer.
1950. Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. Pp. 304.
Price DM. 24.

Adler's Place in.Psychology. By Lewis Way. 1950.
London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd. Pp. 334.
Price 18s.

Electrophysiological Technique. By C. J. Dickinson.
1950. London: Electronic Engineering. Illustrated.
Pp. 141. Price 12s. 6d.

Freud: Dictionary of Psychoanalysis. Edited by
Nandor Fodor and Frank Gaynor, with a Preface by
Theodor Reik. 1950. New York: The Philosophical
Library, Inc. Pp. 208. Price $3.75.

Essay on the Cerebral Cortex. By Gerhardt von
Bonin. 1950. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Pub-
lications, Ltd. Illustrated. Pp. 168. Price 27s.
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