
BOOK REVIEWS

Die Zerebrale Angiogaphie. By H. Krayenbiihl and
H. R. Richter. (Pp. 213; 100 illustrations. DM. 59.70).
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1952.
In this book Professor Krayenbuhl and Dr. Richter

have produced an excellent monograph. After 60 pages
of text, which contain some good diagrams and x-ray
illustrations on general points, the rest of the work is
devoted to an illustrative atlas of cerebral angiography.
Here most of the conditions are exemplified in which
this procedure is of diagnostic value. Not only are
x-ray photographs of exceptional clarity reproduced, but
the main diagnostic points are further emphasized in
accompanying line diagrams. This book will prove of
value to all those interested in neurological science; nor
need those whose command of German is very limited
feel excluded, for the arrangement is such that they can
still readily use it as a work of reference. However, the
neophyte in the practice of angiography should perhaps
be warned that both the actual intra-arterial injection
and the x-ray procedure require both attention to the
smallest details and considerable practice before results
such as are here illustrated can be hoped for. On the
wider view, it is perhaps a small lacuna in this book that
such brief mention is made of the method of rapid serial
angiography.

A History of Neurological Surgery. Edited by A.
Earl Walker. (Pp. xii + 583; 152 figures. 91s. 6d.
net.) London: Balliere, Tindall and Cox. 1951.
Two years ago the members of the Division of Neuro-

logical Surgery, the Johns Hopkins University, wrote a
series of essays tracing the development of neurological
surgery. These have now been collected into one
volume under the general editorship of Professor Earl
Walker. Neurosurgeons are indebted to this team for
its enterprise and energy. The extensive bibliography of
2,371 entries ranges over the world literature and is
evidence of the thoroughness with which the authors
have undertaken their task.
Each essay has for its subject the development of

some particular aspect of neurosurgery, such as " Diag-
nostic Procedures ", and " Surgery of the Hypophysis ",
and the accompanying historical illustrations are clear
and well chosen. In addition to the main essays, there
are bibliographical sketches of neurosurgeons who have
made major contributions to the subject or to the develop-
ment of the speciality in their own country. These,
together with other short annotations, have been inter-
spersed between the essays, an arrangement which is not
altogether a happy one, as it detracts from the main text.
In future editions they might well be grouped together
at the end of the volume.

The price of the book should not discourage those
interested in the subject from possessing a valuable
reference book and one which provides such an in-
teresting commentary on the development of this
speciality.

Pratique Neurologique. By M. Riser. Vols. I and II.
(Pp. 1,428; 374 illustrations. Fr. Frs. 10,000.) Paris:
Masson & Cie. 1952.
Advances in neurology by way of its ancillary sciences

have been considerable of late. Until this new know-
ledge is sifted and integrated, a neurological text to be
satisfactory must either treat the subject exhaustively in
a series of volumes or give an outline with adequate
references to the wider literature, or else approach it by
way of special monographs. This book, in two volumes
and some 1,400 pages, falls somewhat between these
three stools.
The viewpoint is purely clinical, so that no space is

wasted on the elementary anatomy and physiology of
many textbooks. The arrangement is symptomato-
logical. Thus all paralyses are grouped together,
followed by other abnormalities of movement; and
disorders of consciousness and perception include
sections on deafness, visual lesions, and agnosia and
aphasia. This seems less satisfactory than the usual
method of grouping according to anatomy or pathology.
An entirely clinical approach has certain advantages,

but the subject is left hanging in mid-air unless an
attempt is made to integrate it with advances in neuro-
physiology. This the present book hardly does, nor
does it make any but scanty references to treatment, a
surprising lacuna in a " practice of neurology ". It
follows the Salpetriere tradition of careful clinical
description, and thereby corrects the tendency to
overemphasize the value of experimental findings.
However, there are now fields of thought and investi-
gation outside the clinic but essential to clinical neurology,
which receive little recognition here. The criticism is
perhaps one of a specific point of view. The book will,
nevertheless, be of interest and value to English and
American readers, especially to those who are prejudiced
by dissimilar traditions.

Fundamentals of Neurology. By Ernest Gardner.
2nd edition. (Pp. 336 plus index; illustrated. 24s.)
London: W. B. Saunders. 1952.

This book provides an excellent introduction for the
student of neurology. It is clearly written, and presents
the subject in such a way as to arouse the student's
ambition to learn more by referring to the selected
references provided with each chapter.
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Useful additions to the text are a glossary of neuro-
logical terms, and short descriptions of those whose
names are famous in neurology.

Lehrbuch der Nervenkrankheiten. By Robert Bing.
9th edition. (Pp. 818. 60 Sw. Fr.) Basle: Benno
Schwabe & Co. 1952.

After looking through this book one must conclude
with regret that famous textbooks of neurology, which
first appeared early in this century, are not now suitable
for the publication of new editions without the most
drastic alterations. In this, the ninth edition of a well
known textbook, there is, as in previous editions, a
wonderful collection of clinical facts, but this is not now
enough, for the modem student of neurology must
correlate clinical facts with the latest anatomical and
physiological knowledge, and here this textbook, like
many others, is far out of date.

Perhaps the most disturbing feature, however, is a
failure to cut out " dead wood " in the sections on
treatment. Neurology is no longer only a diagnostic
exercise, and the planning of the proper treatment of,
say, severe myasthenia gravis, meningitis, bulbar polio-
myelitis, post-exathmatous encephalomyelopathy, or
cerebral abscess, makes exacting demands on all con-
cerned, and requires a sense of urgency and attention to
detail which is not to be learned from the pages of this
book. Further, the really effective drugs are concealed
in an astonishing list of long-since discarded remedies,
so that only the expert can unravel the tangle. Although,
for example, the treatment of meningitis with sulphona-
mides and antibiotics is referred to briefly, the reader is
horrified to find on p. 392 a description of treatment by
the long-discarded and dangerous intrathecal antiserum.

Psychosurgical Problems. Edited by Fred A. Mettler.
(Pp. 357; 57 tables, 56 figures and 4 plates. 42s.)
London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 1952.

This is a record of the second research project under-
taken by the team known as the Columbia Greystone
Associates. Substantially, it is a compendious account
by 36 contributors of pre-operative and post-operative
observations on 25 patients suffering from schizophrenia
of at least three years' duration subjected to various
cerebral operations. These operations, which are
succinctly described, were: in 12 cases, ligation of the
superior cerebral (cortical-dural) veins; in two cases,
thermocoagulation of areas 9 and 10; in nine cases,
transorbital lobotomy; and in two cases, thalamotomy.
There were six control subjects.
Each patient was scrutinized by general physicians,

neurologists, psychologists, and psychiatrists, with
appropriate ancillaries, and the bulk of the book consists
of extremely detailed records of the findings in these
disciplines before and after operation.
The results are inconclusive so far as the therapeutic

effects of the operations are concerned, but the work
provides a useful record of the changes that occurred,
or did not occur, in physiological and psychological
functions, as a result of the operations that were done.

There is a clear exposition of the practical difficulties of
organizing a research project of this kind, and of ob-
taining reasonably well standardized clinical material,
even from the population of a very large mental hospital.
The last chapter in the book is devoted to a follow-up

account of the patients who were the subject of the first
Columbia Greystone research project two years after
operation.
The bibliography is comprehensive and the index

adequate.

Le Syndrome de Morgagni-Morel. By Andre Calame.
(Pp. 154; 27 figures. Fr. Frs. 700.) Paris: Masson &
Cie. 1951.

This book reviews at length the literature on hyper-
ostosis frontalis interna (H.F.I.) and the syndrome of
Morgagni-Morel, H.F.I., adiposity, virilism, and various
neuropsychological disorders, and the author adds 60
new cases of H.F.I., some studied at necropsy, others
diagnosed during life. From the gross appearances and
microscopic study he concludes that the hyperostosis
grows solely from the inner table of the skull and may
immure fragments of the dura mater as it grows. He
attributes the localization of the hyperostosis to a
number of anatomical peculiarities of the frontal region
of which one of the most important is the fact that it
receives its blood supply not from the external carotid
artery, but via the ethmoidal artery from the internal
carotid artery. He has studied the pituitary microscopi-
cally and has found little abnormal except a tendency
to diffuse basophilism.
These pathological studies are interesting and fully

described, but they occupy a relatively small part of the
book; the remainder is largely concerned with clinical
reports, and includes some very hypothetical statements
which do not appear to be supported by the facts given.
Of those who agree with Sneeburg that " H.F.I. is a not
uncommon incidental skull thickening in women that is
unrelated to whatever clinical state may accompany it ",
few will be converted by this book. And of those who
believe that the syndrome is a real one, few will believe in
the author's hypothesis that it is due to a primary lesion
of the adrenal cortex affecting the pituitary by causing
raised intracranial tension.

In brief this book reports some interesting pathological
observations mingled with uncritical assumption and
theorizing.

Henifacial Spasm. By Robert Wartenburg. (Pp. 86;
27 illustrations. $4.00.) New York: Oxford Univer-
sity Press. 1952.

This small book records the author's views on the
mechanism of hemifacial spasm. These are not always
easy to follow. The associated movements seen after
regeneration in Bell's palsy are described and are some-
times followed by the development of facial spasm, but
the author does not accept the usual view that faulty
direction or axonal branching is the cause of mass
movements in the muscles supplied by the facial nerve.
This is puzzling, for a regenerating nerve always leads to
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mass movement, and experimental observations have
correlated this with axonal branching. The author
considers that facial spasm is a release phenomenon at
the nuclear level, but he presents little new evidence
either as regards clinical signs or treatment.

Les Nerfs Craniens. By Rene-Marcel de Ribet.
(Pp. 517. Fr. Frs. 3,500.-). Paris: G. Doin. 1952.

This book of 517 pages (with an appendix of some 50
pages with schematic diagrams of the spinal peripheral
nerves and nerve roots) deals only with the anatomy of
the 12 cranial nerves, and even so mentions their intra-
cerebral course, connexions, and nuclei only very

briefly. It should therefore give this restricted field
fairly intensive treatment. It will certainly have some

value as a reference book, but from the clinician's point
of view it is too schematic and there are too few illus-
trations as opposed to diagrams; even in the latter the
relations of the cranial nerves, and especially their
vascular relations, always important for the neurologist,
are sometimes not well shown. Indeed, the many

diagrams, by which the book would presumably wish to
be judged, are of very uneven value, some tending to
obscure rather than clarify the points they wish to
illustrate.

Gehirnschnitt Modell. By Eduard Weber. 2nd ed.
(18 figures. DM. 4.20.) Munich: Urban and Schwar-
zenberg.

After spending five painstaking hours assembling this
model, the reviewer is loath to pull it to pieces too
harshly, either physically or verbally. It is a pity that
the final product-in fact a masterpiece of detailed
planning-looks both flimsy and disorderly.
To gain true benefit from the model, it is necessary to

assemble it oneself, as some of the deeper anatomy is of
necessity hidden or replaced when the outer portions
are added. Moreover, as the model is made of sheets of
flat cardboard (already painted, labelled, and partly cut
out) some of the nuclei, especially the thalamus and
lentiform nucleus, assume a rather curious appearance
when seen from certain angles in the finished arrange-
ment. However, it is doubtful whether those who
are not already familiar with the anatomy of the brain'
(or alternatively have a good command of German and
are endowed with spatial constructive ability) would
get very far with it.

BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here ofbooks

recently received.)

Die Scopolaminwirkung. Vergleichend psycho- patho-
logisch-elektroencephalographische Untersuchung. By

Hans Heimann. (Pp. 80; 24 illustrations. Sw.fr.
12.50.) Basle: S. Karger Ltd. 1952.

Muscle Relaxation as an Aid to Psychotherapy. By
Gerald Garmany. (Pp. 65. 5s. 6d.) London: The
Actinic Press Ltd. 1952.

Die Alkoholhalluzinosen. By G. Benedetti. (Pp. 58;
17 tables. DM. 7.50.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme.
1952.

Klinische und sprachwissenschaftliche Untersuchungen
zum Agrammatismus. By Fr. Panse, G. Kandler, and
A. Leischner. (Pp. 72. DM. 6.00.) Stuttgart: Georg
Thieme. 1952.

Die Neurose als Reifungsproblem. By Wolfgang
Kretschner, Jr. (Pp. 93; 3 tables. DM. 10.80.)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1952.

Poliomyelitis. By W. Ritchie Russell. (Pp. VII +
84; 20 figures; 5 tables. 14s.) London: Edward
Arnold. 1952.

A Further Study of Visual Perception. By M. D.
Vernon. (Pp. 289; 30 figures. 35s.) London: Cam-
bridge University Press. 1952.

Psychosomatic Medicine. By Franz Alexander. (Pp.
300; 5 figures. 21s.) London: George Allen and
Unwin. 1952.

The Biology of Mental Health and Disease. The twenty-
seventh annual conference of the Milbank Memorial
Fund. 108 contributors. Foreword by Stanley Cobb.
(Pp. XXV + 624 and index; 213 figures; 58 tables.
75s.) London: Cassel and Co. 1952.

Die korperlichen Behandlungsverfahren in der Psychi-
atrie. Band I: Die Insulinbehandlung. By Max Muller.
(Pp. 295; 4 illustrations; 20 tables. DM. 36.00.)
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme. 1952.

Einfuhrung in die Enzephalographie (Pneumenzephalo-
graphie). 2nd revised edition. By Otto Schiersmann.
(Pp. 135; 186 illustrations. DM. 36.00.) Stuttgart:
Georg Thieme. 1952.

Office Psychiatry. The Management of the Emotionally
and Mentally Disturbed Patient. By Louis G. Moench.
(Pp. 300 and index; 81 figures. 45s.) Chicago: Year
Book Publishers, Inc. 1952.

Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the
United Kingdom. Vol. LXXII, Session 1952. (Pp. 731
and index; 260 figures; tables. No price.) London:
J. and A. Churchill. 1952.
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