
BOOK REVIEWS

The Spino-cerebellar Degenerations. By J. G. Green-
field. (Pp. xi + 112. 17s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1954.

The spino-cerebellar degenerations are amongst the
most puzzling of all diseases of the nervous system, and
in giving us a full review of the literature Dr. Greenfield
has done neurologists a considerable service. The histo-
logical aspect is covered very fully, and many interesting
clinical features of these conditions are described and
discussed. The one feature in the book which is slightly
disappointing is the fact that the pathological aspects
are treated very briefly, when one had hoped that Dr.
Greenfield's great knowledge would have given the
pathological side of the problem a unique and invaluable
position.
However, the book will be of permanent value and

should be on the shelves of all who are interested in
disorders of the cerebellum.

Das Schadelhirntrauma. By Erich Katzenstein.
(Pp. 992; 592 figures. Sw. Fr. 68.-.) Basel: Benno
Schwabe. 1955.

This formidable study is based on clinical and patho-
logical material from cases of head injury collected during
the past 20 or 30 years in the Monakov Institute of Brain
Anatomy, Zurich.
There are detailed pathological studies of 81 fatal cases,

including cases of birth trauma, which occupy 600 pages
of the book. It is perhaps surprising that so much should
be expected of visible lesions when the modern emphasis
is more on what Jefferson called " invisible contusion "
of the nervous elements. It is not surprising to find,
therefore, that though the historical introduction, and
the case records are very complete, the discussion is in
many respects disappointing.
The absence of an index greatly reduces the value of

the book.

Das Hirntrauma. Edited by E. Rehwald. (Pp. xii+ 528;
106 figures. DM. 44.-.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag.
1956.

This publication reports the proceedings of a recent
conference on brain injuries at which over 50 papers
were given. The result is disappointing, for many im-
portant aspects of brain wound are not considered at all,
and few of the papers add much to existing knowledge.

Handbuch der speziellen pathologischen Anatomie und
Histologie. Edited by 0. Lubarsch, F. Henke, and

R. Rossle. Part lV: Erkrankungen des zentralen
Nervensystems, edited by W. Scholz. (Pp. 947; 451
figures, 5 tables. DM. 294.-.) Berlin, Gottingen, Heidel-
berg: Springer Verlag. 1956;

The high standard of the critical reviews contained in
this volume maintain those expected of this well-known
Handbuch. There are valuable chapters on the patho-
logical findings in mental disease such as dementia
praecox and manic-depressive psychosis, also in mental
deficiency, mongolism, and epilepsy. The section on
birth injuries is impressive, but the article on congenital
malformations is not so clear, and some of the descrip-
tions (e.g., of the Arnold-Chiari malformation) are
inaccurate. This section contains a useful list of references
to published accounts of human embryos with abnor-
malities of the nervous system.
The chapter on hydrocephalus includes an account of

internal herniations due to tumours, and also of disease
of the dura mater and of the choroid plexus.

Tumores Intracraneales. Monografia del Instituto
Nacional de Oncologia, edited by S. Obrador Alcalde
and J. Sanz Ibanez. (Pp. 464; 222 figures.) Madrid. 1955.

In the summer of 1955 the National Institute of
Oncology held a summer course at Santander which
was in substance a symposium on intracranial tumours.
The majority of the contributors were Spanish but there
were a number of distinguished foreigners, such as Lima
speaking on arteriography, Zulch on neuropathology,
and Selverstone on the use of isotopes in diagnosis.
The present monograph is a record of the proceedings

edited by S. Obrador Alcalde and J. Sanz Ibanez.
It covers most aspects of the subject-pathology, special
diagnostic methods, clinical features, and treatment.
With the traditional excellence of the Spanish school in
neuropathology, it is natural that this section is out-
standing. The clinical sections are valuable as records
of the individual contributors' own experience rather
than mere textbook compilations, and they indicate a
high standard of surgical practice in the Peninsula.
For those neurosurgeons who read Spanish this is an

interesting and useful book of reference.

Hypothalamus und Thalamus. By W. R. Hess. (Pp. x
+ 70; 246 figures. DM. 36.-.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme
Verlag. 1956.

This book represents Part III of Professor Hess's
"Studies on the Physiology of the Brain Stem ". This
volume, which incorporates an English translation,
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consists of illustrative photographs of cat brains with
sites of stimulation indicated and a pictorial and verbal
description of the response obtained. All the work has
been with cats and is derived from the elegant technique
that Professor Hess has elaborated for inserting in-
dwelling electrodes in the living animal which can be
stimulated at will during its normal life's activities. A
variety of autonomic responses, simple and complex,
and at times the complicated sequence of motor behaviour
that accompanies them, can be elicited by appropriate
stimulation of the thalamic and hypothalamic regions.

Regeneration in the Central Nervous System. Edited
by William F. Windle. (Pp. vi + 311; 68 figures. 69s.)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas; Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1955.

This book is the result of a conference on the subject
of its title sponsored by the American National Advisory
Neurological Disease and Blindness Council. There are
25 chapters, each by different authors. The problem is
reviewed throughout the animal kingdom, and in its
biochemical and physiological aspects. Four chapters
are devoted primarily to regeneration in man. It will
be of interest to clinicians, for there is still a tendency
in clinical teaching to state dogmatically that regeneration
never occurs in the central nervous system. However,
to the clinician the important point is whether any
regeneration that occurs is likely to give worthwhile
functional recovery, and whether any procedures can
increase the range of such recovery. These points are
also briefly considered.

Cardiovascular Innervation. By G. A. G. Mitchell;
Foreword by Sir Geoffrey Jefferson. (Pp. xii + 356;
217 figures. 55s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1956.
The author of this important monograph is well known

as an authority on the so-called autonomic nervous
system. Although this work is primarily anatomical,
other aspects including those of physiological and clinical
interest are freely referred to. Finally there is a carefully
prepared list of about 8,000 references which will be of
great value to many research workers.

The Organization of the Cerebral Cortex. By D. A.
Sholl. (Pp. xvi + 125; 12 plates, 12 diagrams. 18s.)
London: Methuen; New York: John Wiley. 1956.
The rapidly increasing knowledge of the anatomy and

physiology of nerve-cell arrangements must lead to
revised conceptions of how the brain works. This present
book comes from an expert on histological structure and
contains some beautiful illustrations. The sections con-
cerned with the physiological and clinical aspects are not
so impressive, but the last chapter on theories of cortical
organization contains some stimulating discussion with
emphasis on the mathematics of the problem.

Masked Epilepsy. By Hugh R. E. Wallis. (Pp. x+51.
7s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1956.

This book sets out to prove that cyclical vomiting and

what has been called the "periodic syndrome" in
children, together with certain cases of episodic headaches,
pyrexia, sleepwalking, nightmares, and night and day
terrors are all forms of masked epilepsy. The evidence
consists of a review of 20 cases (with mention of a
further nine) of these conditions, in which there was
either a family or personal history of epilepsy, or an
abnormal electro-encephalogram (E.E.G.), together with
clinical improvement on phenobarbitone medication in
18 cases and on primidone in two.
The canons of evidence accepted by the author are

worth illustrating. In two cases cited (Nos. 15 and 16)
recurrent abdominal pain occurred in one, and periodic
fever with anorexia and irritability in the other. There
was no family history or E.E.G. evidence of epilepsy, but
in both symptoms improved with phenobarbitone. The
author comments " the response to anticonvulsant
treatment proves" that epilepsy was present. Such
standards of evidence are unlikely to recommend this
work widely. Nevertheless, the author considers that
his evidence permits him to claim discovery " of the
cause of a malady that has baffled the medical profession
for three-quarters of a century".

Poliomyelitis. By W. Ritchie Russell, 2nd ed. (Pp.
xi + 147; 40 figures. 16s.) London: Edward Arnold.
1956.

The first edition of this book, published in 1952, was
the most useful account of anterior poliomyelitis from
the neurological and therapeutic aspects which had
appeared in recent years. This second edition is well up
to the high standard of the earlier edition but is con-
siderably longer. Most of the additional pages are
devoted to an admirably clear account of the types of
respiratory involvement which may occur in the disease
and to the methods of managing them which the author
has found most useful in his unit at Oxford, and more
attention has also been given to the methods of treating
weak and paralysed muscles after the acute phase of the
illness. This book is eminently practical in its outlook
and will continue to be of real value to anyone who is
likely to treat patients suffering from poliomyelitis.
There is a curiously ambiguous sentence about the use
of gamma globulin on page 14; possibly the ambiguity
is due to the unintentional omission of the vital word
"not ".

Correlative Neurosurgery. By Edgar A. Kahn, Robert
C. Bassett, Richard C. Schneider, and Elizabeth C.
Crosby. (Pp. xv + 413; 235 figures. 140s.) Springfield,
Illinois; Charles C. Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1955.

This book is prepared from discussions in the wards
of the highly practical Neurosurgical Clinic of the
University of Michigan Medical School. Thus it contains
little of interest to the research worker, but, as Dr.
Kenneth McKenzie says in the foreword, the young
neurosurgeon will find in it a number of surgical tips
which may help to keep the beginner out of trouble.
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Clinical Studies in Neurology. By Harry L. Parker.
(Pp. xiii + 364. 47s. 6d.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles
C. Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications.
1956.
This is an excellent record of a series of clinical

demonstrations, each of which is presented as a human
story which bears the hallmark of " good doctoring".
The racy account of the clinical problem is a pleasure
to read and should prove to be both acceptable and
stimulating to the student of neurology.

Practical Neurology. By L. M. Davidoff and E. H.
Feiring. (Pp. xvii + 442. 52s. 6d.) London: McGraw-
Hill; New York: Landsberger Medical Books. 1955.

This book is written by surgeons for the physician
engaged in general practice. It gives a superficial
account of various gross neurological syndromes, but
many common conditions receive inadequate con-
sideration, especially as regards differential diagnosis
and treatment.

Neurological Nursing. By John Marshall. (Pp. ix
+ 166; 83 figures. 18s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1956.

This book fills a gap in neurological literature, for
nowhere else can the nurse-or the doctor-obtain such
clear advice on the nursing of neurological patients.
The sub-heading of the book is " A Practical Guide ",
but sufficient of the anatomical, physiological, and
pathological background of neurological disease is
described to indicate the rationale of the appropriate
nursing care. There are many line drawings and photo-
graphs to illustrate both the correct procedures and the
commoner mistakes. Of special significance are the
chapters on the nursing of the unconscious patient and
the management of respiratory difficulties, conditions
in which incorrect care can so rapidly lead to disaster.

Progress in Clinical Psychology, Vol. Hl. Edited by
Daniel Brower and Lawrence E. Abt. (Pp. viii + 364.
$7.75.) New York: Grune & Stratton. 1956.

This is the second volume in a series designed to review
and summarize recent work in clinical psychology. It
must be said that this subject is conceived very much
more broadly in the United States than in Britain and
has come to comprise a wide variety of para-medical
trades (less or more reputable) open to those with
academic qualifications in psychology. Among them are
psychometric and projective testing, counselling and
psychotherapy, remedial teaching and rehabilitation of
the disabled. Although not all these activities on the
part of personnel untrained in medicine would be
countenanced in this country, British psychologists
working in the clinical field may well find some useful
material in this volume. To the neurologist, however,
there is little of value apart from Dr. Battersby's able
review of higher visual defects.

It is instructive to learn that one of the editors of this
volume has devised a procedure known as bibliotherapy.

This apparently consists in the reading of psychological
texts. Fortunately, perhaps, no data as to its efficacy
are presented.

A Primer of Freudian Psychology. By Calvin S. Hall.
(Pp. xii + 137. 13s. 6d.) London: George Allen &
Unwin. 1956.

This book summarizes Freud's conception of normal
as opposed to abnormal psychology. The author's aim
is " to rescue Freud from the domain of mental disorders
and to restore him to his legitimate place within the
province of normal psychology".

Introduction to Psychopathology. By L. I. O'Kelly and
F. A. Muckler. (Pp. xii + 704. 50s.) London: Staples
Press. 1956.

This book starts with several rules for the student.
The first is " understand the terms ", the second " dis-
tinguish theory from empirical evidence, and learn to
withhold judgment ". It draws its material from many
sources-behaviourism, Gestalt psychology, and psycho-
analysis, but these are presented as an amalgam rather
than a disconnected series of discordant views. The book
is divided into four sections. The first, " An Introduction
to Basic Concepts" is a good presentation of basic
psychological principles. The second part, "The
Problems of Disordered Behaviour ", is a short descrip-
tion of neurotic and psychotic syndromes. The third
section, "The Causes of Disordered Behaviour", dis-
cusses genetical, constitutional, and social factors.
" Theories and Treatment of Disordered Behaviour",
the fourth section, is perhaps the weakest because of
over-simplification. Nevertheless, one feels less with this
book than with most others on psycho-pathology written
by psychologists, that the authors are purely theoreticians.
The book is likely to be of value to young psychiatrists
not specifically trained in psychology, as a presentation
of basic psychological concepts. For them the description
of psychiatric syndromes and treatment is inadequate,
though they may be adequate for the clinical psychologist,
for whom this book is especially intended. All, however,
will benefit from the very excellent guides to further
reading which are given at the end of each chapter.

The Neuroses in Clinical Practice. By Henry P.
Laughlin. (Pp. xlii + 802. 87s. 6d.) London and
Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders. 1956.

This expensive and beautifully produced volume is a
product of what is generally known as American dynamic
psychiatry, which might be abbreviated, on the author's
own system, to " A.D.P." In contradistinction to non-
dynamic psychiatrists, whom one should presumably
call static psychiatrists, adherents of A.D.P. deprecate
the use of drugs and physical methods of treatment, and
recommend intensive psychotherapy almost invariably
as the treatment of choice. It may therefore be thought
rather anomalous that the major advances in treatment
of recent years should have come from the static psy-
chiatrists, whereas the dynamic psychiatrists seem to be
standing very much where they were several decades ago.

316

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol N
eurosurg P

sychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.19.4.314 on 1 N
ovem

ber 1956. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


BOOK REVIEWS

The author's approach to drugs is conservative in the
extreme. For instance, on the treatment of depression he
writes: " In certain occasional, very selected cases of
mild depression, the amphetamines and the barbiturates
can sometimes play a useful adjunctive role." The
treatment of choice is " intensive psychotherapy in
experienced hands ". Electroconvulsive therapy is,
indeed, discussed, but more with regard to its unconscious
meaning and its effect on unconscious punitive internal
forces, than to indications and contraindications. At
times the dynamism becomes too swift for the British
reader. Thus phantom limb is regarded as conversion
hysteria, and fainting is " a primitive type of defensive
reaction by which one completely surrenders or shuts
off outside perception ".
The 14 chapters of the book are devoted to anxiety,

phobic reactions, conversion reactions, dissociative
reactions, depression, fatigue reactions, hypochondriasis,
obsessive-compulsive reactions, and neuroses following
trauma, with separate chapters for mental mechanisms
involved. At the end of every chapter there is a fairly
extensive American bibliography, and at the end of the
book glossary and indexes. Owing to its one-sided
approach, however, it is not likely that neurologists and
psychiatrists in this country will find the book of much
value. Unfortunately it cannot be taken as a sound
guide to prevailing American views on A.D.P., as the
author is somewhat unorthodox in making anxiety the
basis of all neuroses.

On the Early Development of Mind. By Edward
Glover. (Pp. 483; 6 figures. 45s.) London: Imago
Publishing Co. 1956.

The studies of the psychoanalyst are difficult to
correlate with what is known of the physiology of the
brain, and yet their investigations into the earliest stages
of mind development make an important contribution
to the understanding of brain mechanisms. Cerebral
physiology and character formation must be built up
as an elaboration of the primitive reactions of the infant
in which, for example, the mouth and anus play an
important part. Psychoanalytical theory often assumes
a language and complexity which seem fanciful, and
yet if one turns aside from much of the verbiage and
studies the stages of character and mind development
as demonstrated by psychoanalysis, much of interest
will energe. This book is written with more respect for
scientific standards than is shown by most writers on this
subject and includes much of interest to the student
of brain function.

Psychology of Exceptional Children and Youth. Edited
by William Cruickshank. (Pp. xiii + 594; 24 figures.
42s.) London: Staples Press. 1956.

The 10 authors of this book have made a special
study of special groups of children. These include not
only the handicapped but also the gifted children. The
last-named study is of particular interest to educationalists
and others interested in mental development.

BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here ofbooks recently

received.)

The Primary Psychiatric Syndromes. By Dwight L.
Moody. (Pp. xiv + 356. 37s. 6d.) Bristol: John
Wright. 1956.

Neurology and Psychiatry in Childhood. Proceedings
of the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Disease, Vol. XXXIV. (Pp. xiii + 504; 63 figures,
21 tables. 88s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox.
1954.

Expert Committee on Psychiatric Nursing. First Report.
World Health Organization Technical Report Series
No. 105. (Pp. 43. Is. 9d.) London: H.M. Stationery
Office; Geneva: World Health Organization. 1956.

Subarachnoid Haemorrhage. By John N. Walton;
Foreword by Sir Charles Symonds. (Pp. xv + 350;
25 figures. 30s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1956.

The Neurosurgical Alleviation of Parkinsonism. By
Irving S. Cooper. (Pp. xii + 104; 68 figures. 63s.)
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications; Springfield,
Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1956.

Physiology of the Ocular and Cerebrospinal Fluids.
By Hugh Davson. (Pp. viii + 388; 119 figures. 65s.)
London: J. & A. Churchill. 1956.

Progress in Neurobiology: I. Neurochemistry. Edited
by Saul R. Korey and John 1. Numberger, with 23
contributors; Foreword by H. Houston Merritt. (Pp. 244;
29 figures, 41 tables. 50s.) London: Cassell. 1956.

Wisconsin Studies in Medical History No. 1: Franz
Joseph Gall, Inventor of Phrenology and His Collection.
By Erwin H. Ackerknecht and Henri V. Vallois; trans-
lated from the French by Claire St. Leon. (Pp. 86;
7 figures. $1.50.) Madison: The University of Wis-
consin Medical School. 1956.

Nonverbal Communication: Notes on the Visual
Perception of Human Relations. By Jurgen Ruesch and
Weldon Kees. (Pp. 205; 78 figures. 56s. 6d.) London:
Cambridge University Press. 1956.

Emotional Hazards in Animals and Man. By Howard S.
Liddell. (Pp. xi + 97. 20s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications; Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1956.

An Introduction to Cybernetics. By W. Ross Ashby.
(Pp. ix + 295. 36s.) London: Chapman & Hall. 1956.

Tredgold's Text-book of Mental Deficiency. Ninth
edition by R. F. Tredgold and K. Soddy. (Pp. xvi+480;
31 plates, 4 figures, 4 tables. 40s.) London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox. 1956.

Mental Disorders in Later Life, 2nd ed. Edited by
Oscar J. Kaplan. (Pp. ix + 508; 23 figures, 31 tables.
50s.) Stanford University Press (London: Cumberlege).
1956.
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