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The author's approach to drugs is conservative in the
extreme. For instance, on the treatment of depression he
writes: " In certain occasional, very selected cases of
mild depression, the amphetamines and the barbiturates
can sometimes play a useful adjunctive role." The
treatment of choice is " intensive psychotherapy in
experienced hands ". Electroconvulsive therapy is,
indeed, discussed, but more with regard to its unconscious
meaning and its effect on unconscious punitive internal
forces, than to indications and contraindications. At
times the dynamism becomes too swift for the British
reader. Thus phantom limb is regarded as conversion
hysteria, and fainting is " a primitive type of defensive
reaction by which one completely surrenders or shuts
off outside perception ".
The 14 chapters of the book are devoted to anxiety,

phobic reactions, conversion reactions, dissociative
reactions, depression, fatigue reactions, hypochondriasis,
obsessive-compulsive reactions, and neuroses following
trauma, with separate chapters for mental mechanisms
involved. At the end of every chapter there is a fairly
extensive American bibliography, and at the end of the
book glossary and indexes. Owing to its one-sided
approach, however, it is not likely that neurologists and
psychiatrists in this country will find the book of much
value. Unfortunately it cannot be taken as a sound
guide to prevailing American views on A.D.P., as the
author is somewhat unorthodox in making anxiety the
basis of all neuroses.

On the Early Development of Mind. By Edward
Glover. (Pp. 483; 6 figures. 45s.) London: Imago
Publishing Co. 1956.

The studies of the psychoanalyst are difficult to
correlate with what is known of the physiology of the
brain, and yet their investigations into the earliest stages
of mind development make an important contribution
to the understanding of brain mechanisms. Cerebral
physiology and character formation must be built up
as an elaboration of the primitive reactions of the infant
in which, for example, the mouth and anus play an
important part. Psychoanalytical theory often assumes
a language and complexity which seem fanciful, and
yet if one turns aside from much of the verbiage and
studies the stages of character and mind development
as demonstrated by psychoanalysis, much of interest
will energe. This book is written with more respect for
scientific standards than is shown by most writers on this
subject and includes much of interest to the student
of brain function.

Psychology of Exceptional Children and Youth. Edited
by William Cruickshank. (Pp. xiii + 594; 24 figures.
42s.) London: Staples Press. 1956.

The 10 authors of this book have made a special
study of special groups of children. These include not
only the handicapped but also the gifted children. The
last-named study is of particular interest to educationalists
and others interested in mental development.
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Moody. (Pp. xiv + 356. 37s. 6d.) Bristol: John
Wright. 1956.

Neurology and Psychiatry in Childhood. Proceedings
of the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Disease, Vol. XXXIV. (Pp. xiii + 504; 63 figures,
21 tables. 88s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox.
1954.

Expert Committee on Psychiatric Nursing. First Report.
World Health Organization Technical Report Series
No. 105. (Pp. 43. Is. 9d.) London: H.M. Stationery
Office; Geneva: World Health Organization. 1956.

Subarachnoid Haemorrhage. By John N. Walton;
Foreword by Sir Charles Symonds. (Pp. xv + 350;
25 figures. 30s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1956.

The Neurosurgical Alleviation of Parkinsonism. By
Irving S. Cooper. (Pp. xii + 104; 68 figures. 63s.)
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications; Springfield,
Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1956.

Physiology of the Ocular and Cerebrospinal Fluids.
By Hugh Davson. (Pp. viii + 388; 119 figures. 65s.)
London: J. & A. Churchill. 1956.

Progress in Neurobiology: I. Neurochemistry. Edited
by Saul R. Korey and John 1. Numberger, with 23
contributors; Foreword by H. Houston Merritt. (Pp. 244;
29 figures, 41 tables. 50s.) London: Cassell. 1956.

Wisconsin Studies in Medical History No. 1: Franz
Joseph Gall, Inventor of Phrenology and His Collection.
By Erwin H. Ackerknecht and Henri V. Vallois; trans-
lated from the French by Claire St. Leon. (Pp. 86;
7 figures. $1.50.) Madison: The University of Wis-
consin Medical School. 1956.

Nonverbal Communication: Notes on the Visual
Perception of Human Relations. By Jurgen Ruesch and
Weldon Kees. (Pp. 205; 78 figures. 56s. 6d.) London:
Cambridge University Press. 1956.

Emotional Hazards in Animals and Man. By Howard S.
Liddell. (Pp. xi + 97. 20s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications; Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1956.

An Introduction to Cybernetics. By W. Ross Ashby.
(Pp. ix + 295. 36s.) London: Chapman & Hall. 1956.

Tredgold's Text-book of Mental Deficiency. Ninth
edition by R. F. Tredgold and K. Soddy. (Pp. xvi+480;
31 plates, 4 figures, 4 tables. 40s.) London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox. 1956.

Mental Disorders in Later Life, 2nd ed. Edited by
Oscar J. Kaplan. (Pp. ix + 508; 23 figures, 31 tables.
50s.) Stanford University Press (London: Cumberlege).
1956.
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