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Bases Physiologiques de la Chirurgie Neuro-vasculaire.
By Charles Mentha. (Pp. 150; 32 figs. Fr. frs. 1,000.-.)
Paris: Masson et Cie. 1956.

This is a short monograph on a subject that the author
worked on in Leriche's clinic and later at Geneva. He
surveys the anatomy of the autonomic nervous system
and gives the evidence for its representation in cortex,
hypothalamus, pons, and medulla. He then discusses the
peripheral autonomic innervation and puts forward his
own theory that there is a " mutual assistance " between
various territories of vascular supply by which compen-
satory changes occur in any part deprived of its normal
autonomic control. He finds in this a better explanation
for the inconsistencies of vascular change following
sympathetic surgery than the usual theories provide.
The book is well supplied with references.

L'Hemorragie Cerebrale vue par le Neuro-chirurgien.
By Guy Lazorthes. (Pp. 122; 26 figures. Fr. frs. 1,000.-.)
Paris: Masson et Cie. 1956.
This small book discusses the treatment of intracerebral

haemorrhage with special reference to the part played by
surgery in these cases. Most surgeons prefer not to
operate until the second week of the illness, and the
author advises intervention preceded by arteriography
towards the end of the first week after the haemorrhage.
It may, however, be pointed out that patients who survive
for a week usually make a good recovery without opera-
tion so that the value of evacuating the blood clot at this
stage is difficult to assess.

Mental Disorders in Later Life, 2nd ed. Edited by
Oscar J. Kaplan. (Pp. ix + 508; 23 figures, 31 tables.
50s.) Stanford University Press (London: Cumberlege).
1956.

Besides some (rather patchy) revision of the material
in the first edition, useful new chapters have been added
to this handbook. Professor Kallmann presents the out-
come of his well-known twin studies on senescence,
Professor McCay writes an authoritative, simple chapter
on diet, Dr. Malzberg provides a statistical review of the
situation in New York State, and three psychiatrists of
the New York Hospital review electric shock treatment
of the elderly. The two most informative and detailed
chapters in the book are Nathan Shock's on physiological
aspects and H. E. Jones and Kaplan's on psychological
aspects, which have both been brought up to date: the
latter, however, suffers by comparison with the admirable
parallel survey contributed by Lorge to the Annual Review
ofPsychology for 1956.

Status Dysrhaphicus. By Laurens Bijl. (Pp. 283;
26 figures, 24 tables.) Baarn, Holland: Uitgeverij &
Drukkerij Hollandia N.V.

Bremer when delineating his conception of " constitu-
tional anomaly", status dysrhaphicus, based his work on
ideas which concerned the importance of stigmata
degenerationis in heredopathies of the central nervous
system. Anomalies which he regarded as part of the
constitutional type he was describing include among
others funnel-chest, kyphoscoliosis, and myelodysplasia
with spina bifida. It is from the last characteristic that
the name status dysrhaphicus has been derived. The
author describes an investigation of 6,368 male recruits
to determine the incidence of status dysrhaphicus and
the frequency of each of the polymorphic symptoms.
Investigations of this type are full of difficulties and some
readers may still be left in doubt whether status dysrha-
phicus is established as an entity.

Systematique et Electroencephalographie des Ence-
phalites et Encephalopathies. By J. Radermecker. (Pp.
256; 78 figures.) Paris: Masson et Cie. 1956. Electro-
enceph. clin. Neurophysiol., Suppl. No. 5. (In French.)

This monograph, as Fishgold and Gastaut indicate in
their initiating remarks, is the first of a series dealing with
the clinical aspects of electroencephalography which will
appear under the aegis of the Journal ofElectroencephalo-
graphy and Clinical Neurophysiology. Its author is
neurologist and electroencephalographer at the Institut
Bunge: the inspiration of Dr. Ludo van Bogaert, who
has written a short but masterly preface to the book, is
clearly recognizable, particularly in the parts dealing with
neuropathology.
The chief aim of the book is to present electro-

encephalographic findings in close correlation with
neurological and neuropathological data. This " syn-
thetic " procedure is maintained in the various subgroups
of inflammatory disease: the acute, subacute, and chronic
forms of meningitis and meningo-encephalitis, " primi-
tive" encephalitis, and post-infectious encephalitis and
encephalopathy. Although the discussion of theoretical
aspects is not evaded, emphasis is always on the presen-
tation of facts which are illustrated by instructive electro-
encephalographic records and excellent photomicro-
graphs and diagrams. Among the many examples of
infectious or post-infectious disease are interesting recent
observations, some of which are published for the first
time: encephalitis following infective mononucleosis;
necrotizing herpetic encephalitis affecting predominantly
basal parts of the brain, including the medial centres of
the temporal lobe, subacute leucoencephalitis due to
trypanosoma; the lesions in the brain of the newborn
after gastro-intestinal infection, dehydration, etc.

It is difficult to overstate the excellence of the mono-
graph which will be of great value to workers in all aspects
of neurology and its allied sciences.
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Neurology ofthe Ocular Muscles. By David G. Cogan.
(Pp. xviii + 296; 86 figures. 63s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1956.

This is an excellent work which will appeal to the
neurologist for its remarkable clarity of presentation,
and for its surprising completeness and up-to-date account
of present-day knowledge. A list of over 1,100 references
will be of great value to research workers.

Augensymptome bei Hirntumoren. By Alfred Huber.
(Pp. 404; 192 illustrations. Sw. frs. 56.-.) Berne and
Stuttgart: Medizinischer Verlag Hans Huber. 1956.

This book comes from the Neurosurgical Department
in Zurich, and gives a competent account of the well-
established changes observed in cases of brain tumour.
To the neurologist the exclusion of allied disorders which
are not tumours, makes this work somewhat limited in
its interest. Even the traumatic lesions of the visual path-
ways are excluded from consideration. The consideration
of the higher visual disorders in parieto-occipital lesions
is inadequate and disappointing.

Sindromes neurologicos en las malformaciones y lesiones
degenerativas del estuche craneo-vertebral y su tratamiento
neuroquirurgico. By S. Obrador, P. Albert, J. V. Anastasio,
M. Arrazola, J. R. Boixados, J. Sanchez Juan, and J. J.
Vazquez Anon. (Pp. 341.) Madrid: Editorial Paz
Montalvo.

This book brings together the considerable information
that has been gained in the past few years on the diagnosis
and treatment of lesions caused by malformations or
degenerative changes in the cranio-vertebral containment
of the nervous system. The varieties of meningocele,
craniostenosis, and congenital malformations of the skull
base and spine are all considered. In the section on disc
degenerations there is a useful correlation between
peripheral symptoms and the root found at operation
to be maximally affected. The book has very full
references and some good illustrations.

HypotHalamic-Hypophysial Interrelationships. Com-
piled and edited by William S. Fields, Roger Guillemin,
and Charles A. Carton. (Pp. ix + 156; illustrated. 36s.)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas; Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1956.

This book is the report of a symposium of the Houston
Neurological Society of Texas. Papers read and their
discussion are reported verbatim. This is a current fashion
in America and involves much unnecessary verbiage.
However, the contents of this volume are generally of
a high standard, and constitute a useful review of a sub-
ject in which advances have been considerable in the
last decade. The neural connexions of the hypophysis,
the problem of neurosecretion, the function and structure
of the elaborate hypophysial portal system, and the inter-
relation of hypothalamus and hypophysis in the active
production of pituitary hormones are all discussed. The
anatomical connexions between the higher cerebral cortex
and the hypothalamus are also reviewed in detail; and
as a corollary to this, a brief report is given of the effect
in man of stimulation by implanted electrodes of an area

in the region of the anterior hypothalamus. Results
suggested that changes in urinary and blood steroids
were produced, thus indicating possible pathways by
which cortical events, particularly in the medial frontal
regions, could directly affect the hypophysis and the
other members of the endocrine orchestra.

Non-verbal Communication. Notes on the Visual
Perception of Human Relations. By Jurgen Ruesch and
Weldon Kees. (Pp. 205; 78 figures. 56s. 6d.) London:
Cambridge University Press. 1956.

This book deals with social communication by means
of gesture, action, and pictorial representation. It is
lavishly illustrated in the current American style-indeed,
the presentation verges at times on the tabloid. There is
a short, if not very well-informed, section on neurological
disorder in relation to expressive movement and some
discussion of art, communication, and mental illness.
Although nothing particularly original emerges from this
study, it has value in directing attention to an unduly
neglected aspect of human social communication. As
such, it may prove of some use to neurologists and others
interested in the borderlands of agnosia and aphasia.

Emotional Hazards in Animals and Man. By Howard
S. Liddell. American Lecture Series. (Pp. xi + 97.
20s.) Springfield: Charles C. Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1956.
These pleasant talks, originally delivered to psychiatric

residents, give a leisurely, persuasive account of how
Pavlov's conditioning method of studying animal be-
haviour " can disclose the biological basis ofmany funda-
mental problems concerning mental health and disease".
The centre of the picture is occupied by a Shropshire ram
and a goat in which experimental neurosis was produced,
as well as by other sheep and goats observed by Dr.
Liddell in his many years of experimentation. The experi-
ments and the inferences drawn regarding the application
of findings to human beings are suggestive, but not
always wholly convincing. For example, the effects of
separating a male kid from its mother at birth and rearing
and training it apart, would seem more specific and
unequivocal if the kid had not been reared in a small
fenced enclosure where he could not see any other
animals, whereas the control kids, reared with their
mother, went out to pasture with the rest of the flock:
separation from society may here have been a more
potent influence than separation from mother. As a
whole, however, the lectures indicate the potential value
to psychiatry of animal studies such as Dr. Liddell at
Cornell and Dr. Horsley Gantt at Johns Hopkins have
been carrying out during the last 30 years.

Neurology and Psychiatry in Childhood. Proceedings of
the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Disease, Vol. xxxiv, 3. Edited by Rustin McIntosh and
Clarence C. Hare. (Pp. xiii + 504; 63 figures, 21 tables.
88s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1954.
The programme of the thirty-fourth Annual Meeting

of the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Disease, held in December, 1954, was designed to cover
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" fresh and challenging work" in the neurology and
psychiatry of childhood. Much of what is here reported
shows that this purpose was well attained. The papers
in the neurological section are in four divisions, dealing
respectively with infections, developmental and trau-
matic aspects, degenerative disturbances, and radio-
graphic problems of cranial trauma and changed intra-
cranial pressure. Among the longer and more detailed
papers are the description by H. W. Sweet and his col-
leagues of their use of isotopes for study of the formation,
flow, and absorption of cerebrospinal fluid; and a com-
prehensive review, by Wolf and Cowen of Columbia
University, of the cerebral atrophies and encephalomala-
cias of childhood. In the psychiatric division there are
five papers (including an excellent brief account by
Benjamin Pasamanick of his epidemiological studies of
behaviour disorder) and a symposium on juvenile
schizophrenia. The symposiasts inspected, rather than
illuminated, the problem, which manifestly could do with
less clinical intuition deployed on it and more exact
description.

Les M&eanismes Cerebraux de la Prise de Conscience.
Neurophysiologie, Psychoanalyse et Psychologie Animale.
By Paul Chauchard. (Pp. 240. Fr. frs. 1,300.-.) Paris:
Masson et Cie. 1956.

This book is dedicated to the memory of the author's
teacher, Lapicque, who contributed more, Chauchard
believes, to our knowledge of the neural basis of con-
sciousness than Pavlov or Sherrington. To his surprising
over-valuation of the significance of chronaxie studies,
Dr. Chauchard adds current data and speculations about
cerebral activity, cybernetics, comparative psychology,
and ethology, stress, and communication. In spite of this
contemporary admixture, the book has a musty flavour
and summarizes much the same material and ideas as may
be found in Dr. Chauchard's numerous previous
publications.

Tredgold's Textbook of Mental Deficiency. First com-
piled by the late A. F. Tredgold. 9th edition by R. F.
Tredgold and K. Soddy. (Pp. xvi + 480; 31 plates,
4 figures, 4 tables. 40s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall &
Cox. 1956.
The psychological development of children has been

a subject of close study for 50 years. It was therefore
right and desirable that in the latest edition of Tredgold's
classic and obsolescent sections on " the normal mental
structure" and " the defective mind" should be re-
written. The new sections, however, are unsatisfactory,
as they still fail to do justice to modern knowledge: the
great contribution of Jean Piaget, for example, is passed
over. Similar defects are discernible in the chapter on
" Disorders of Relationship Formation ", which de-
scribes psychotic children. In this field there has been
much active work in the last few years, but the authors
expound the subject on the basis of a series of their own

cases without reference to the literature. Their reason,
explained in the preface, is that the subject is in such a
state of rapid evolution that a balanced survey would
be more appropriate in a journal: but it might equally
be argued that a standard textbook is hardly the place
for the rather loose hypothesis they put forward regarding
the condition, or group of conditions, in question.
The chapters on law and on intelligence testing and

case-taking have, for good extraneous reasons, been
almost entirely dropped. The body of the book, however,
has fortunately been little chahged (though many good,
unobtrusive additions have been made, bearing on recent
work). It continues to attest the great experience and
erudition of A. F. Tredgold.

An Introduction to Cybernetics. By W. Ross Ashby.
(Pp. ix + 295. 36s.) London: Chapman & Hall. 1956.
We are all cyberneticians nowadays, and some of us

have for some time felt the need for a small basic primer
of the subject (with exercises) which would enable us to
place our feet on firm ground while our heads are in the
air. This Dr. Ashby has nobly attempted to provide,
and some features of his book correspond with what is
needed. Thus he takes a fundamental standpoint, really
avoids any but the simplest mathematics, illustrates his
points with a wide variety of examples largely drawn
from general science and biology, and brings the readers
to within striking distance of some of the notions central
to cybernetics and information theory. But his very
concern to be at once comprehensible and cogent has
led him into explanations which do not always contribute
to building a clear progressive group of the main lines
of the subject and its applications. Proved in some
directions and expounded in a few, another edition of
this book could be of considerable practical use to many
people.

Subarachnoid Haemorrhage. By John N. Walton.
(Pp. xv + 350; 25 figures, 37 tables. 30s.) Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1956.

This book provides an extensive review of the literature
on subarachnoid haemorrhage, and reports a series of
312 cases treated in 10 years in Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
Though the author writes from the point of view of the
physician he does not neglect either the surgical or the
pathological aspects, and after a detailed discussion of
each problem he states his own conclusions clearly. In
particular he shows that death from recurrent haemor-
rhage is most likely to occur in the second or third week
from the onset, and argues that unless there are very real
contraindications, bilateral carotid angiograms should
be done after one week with a view to surgical interference,
where possible, within a very few days. On the other
hand, among patients who have survived six months the
mortality is, contrary to much previous teaching, rela-
tively low and at present there is, he believes, little to be
said for operation at this stage.
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