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Mehrdimensionale Diagnostik und Therapie. By

Ernst Kretschmer. (Pp. viii + 308. DM 36.-.) Stutt-
gart: Georg Thieme. 1958.
A Festschrift is admirable proof of the goodwill that

colleagues and pupils feel for an ageing scholar. It is,
however, seldom the repository of the original studies or
more profound reflection of its contributors, since the
curious nature of the publication, neither book, mono-
graph, nor journal, ensures that its contents will be less
fully abstracted, indexed, and accessible for consultation
than in the more normal vehicles. The present volume
is no exception. Handsomely produced, and testifying to
the stimulus which Kretschmer has exercised on many
psychiatrists' minds, it must give him great pleasure, but
there is little in it which reaches the level of a good
article in the standard journals. Many of the 41 con-
tributions belong to wisdom-literature, distilling ripe
experience rather than presenting evidence; references
are few and far between; and some of the articles, notably
that by E. B. Strauss, read like short lectures to under-
graduates. The catalogue of contributors contains many
notable names, and bespeaks the respect in which
Professor Kretschmer is held not only in Germany but
in other countries also. It is noteworthy that, as Pro-
fessor Maintz points out in his prefatory eulogy, all the
works on which Kretschmer's reputation is founded-
including the studies of "Sensitiver Beziehungswahn",
hysteria, genius, physique, and medical psychology
were written between his 25th and 35th year. Psychiatry
profited much from that youthful burst of productivity.

The Innervation of Muscle: A Biopsy Study. By
C. Coers and A. L. Woolf. (Pp. xv + 149; 281 figures.
42s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1959.
The histology, and consequently the histopathology, of

the peripheral nervous system has lagged grievously
behind that of the central nervous system. Various
pathological changes in peripheral nerve endings have
been known about for many years; yet the search for
these changes in biopsy specimens has not become part
of the neuropathologist's routine employment.
The reason for this lies largely in the technical diffi-

culties of examination. In the case of neuromuscular
diseases, it is usual to infer the presence or absence of
neural disease from the appearance of the muscle fibres;
and the results are generally recognized as unsatisfactory.
Coers and Woolf have tackled this deficiency by the use
of new techniques, and by the adaptation of older ones.
These include silver impregnations; intravital staining
with methylene blue; histochemical demonstration of
cholinesterase at motor end-plates; and electron
microscopy.

The present book gives details of the authors' tech-
niques, and descriptions of their findings in normal
muscle and in a wide range of neuromuscular diseases.
Although the number of cases they have examined of the
less common diseases is not large, they make it very clear
that it is often possible, using their methods, to arrive at
useful diagnoses which could not be made by ordinary
histological techniques. This is exciting pioneer work;
it remains to consolidate, and to devise routines which
are sufficiently economical in time and money to bring
motor-point biopsy within the scope of the non-
specialist pathologist.

Speech and Brain-Mechanisms. By Wilder Penfield and
Lamar Roberts. (Pp. xiii + 286; illustrated. 35s.)
Princetown University Press (London: Oxford Uni-
versity Press). 1959.

Dr. Penfield describes his hypothetical centrencephalic
system as "that central system within the brain-stem
which has been, or may be in the future, demonstrated
as responsible for the integration of the functions of the
hemisphere". "This system is responsible for conscious-
ness and consciousness disappears with the interruption
of function of the centrencephalic system." The highest
level of integration is thought to be located in the brain-
stem and the discovery of the general "non-specific"
effect of the reticular system is described as a "most
important beginning of anatomical confirmation" of this
theory. These are provocative views which will not be
accepted by everyone, for it has always been dangerous
to pick out one part of the brain as being more important
than another for, indeed, the whole conception of levels
of function is very suspect.
To pass however from the controversial aspects of

these studies, Dr. Penfield's experiences of stimulating
epileptic foci in the temporal lobe are of very special
interest. Operations of the speech area with cortical
stimulation under local anaesthesia are described and
they add important new information about the anatomical
boundaries within which the speech function operates.
Many interesting cases of cortical excision are described
but of necessity the brains of these patients were already
abnormal, and this makes it difficult to interpret the
significance of any deficit or lack of deficit which follows
a localized excision. The analysis of aphasia and
handedness comes to the conclusion that there is "no
difference in the frequency of aphasia after operation on
the left hemisphere between the left- and right-handed".
In the discussions on how the brain works the argument
is not always easy to follow, but any doubt about the
theories should not distract attention from the very
important observations that have been made on the
operating table.
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The Effect of Pharmacologic Agents on the Nervous
System, Volume XXXVII. Proceedings of the Associa-
tion for Research in Nervous and Mental Disease.
Edited by Francis Braceland. (Pp. xi + 488; 124
figures, 34 tables. 108s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall
and Cox. 1959.

This 37th volume of the Association for Research in
Nervous and Mental Diseases series illustrates the current
interest in chemical aspects of nervous activity. It
illustrates also the very considerable lacunae in our

knowledge of this subject, both the grosser aspects of
distribution and anatomical site of action of neuro-

pharmacological substances, and the finer details of
their mode of action on the cell. Such wide ignorance
at any rate offers equally wide opportunities for over-

coming it: and several sections of this volume illustrate
how this is being done. An excellent example of this is
Dr. Woodbury's article on the pharmacology of anti-
convulsants. In an interesting paper he looks not only
into the pharmacology but also into the cytochemistry
of some of the drugs he is discussing. The book is well
worth reading for its sections on the basic science of
neuropharmacology (physiology, biochemistry, and cyto-
chemistry). The more purely clinical sections are less
rewarding, but this simply reflects a present phase in
the development of medical science.

Radiographie du Crane et de la Face dans La Maladie
de Paget. By J. A. Lievre and H. Fischgold. (Pp. 132;
75 figures. Fr. frs. 4,000.-.) Paris: Masson. 1959.

The authors have seen 389 cases of Paget's disease in
a little over 10 years, and they have selected as the basis
of this book 75 cases in which the diagnosis is certain
and the radiographic examination is exceptionally
thorough. They describe and illustrate with radiographs
various stages of Paget's disease involving the vault, the
base, the petrous bone, and the face. The basilar in-
vagination that can occur is well shown. The description
is clear, and the standard of production good.

Diagnose und Differentialdiagnose in der Schadel-
rontgenologie. By Ernst G. Mayer. (Pp. vi + 600; 376
figures. 330s.) Vienna: Springer-Verlag. 1959.

This book contains copies of nearly 400 radiographs
of the skull affected by various diseases and injuries.
For the neurologist and neurosurgeon the absence of any
air pictures or arteriograms is somewhat perplexing, but
to some (especially ear, nose, and throat surgeons), this
will be a useful work of reference. The quality of the
illustrations is good though, unfortunately, they can never
be as clear as the original film. The legends to the
illustrations include translations into English, French,
and Spanish.

Peripheral Facial Palsy: Pathology and Surgery. By
Karsten Kettel; Foreword by Terence Cawthorne.
(Pp. 341; 127 figures. 120s.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1959.

Dr. Kettel is a well-known authority on the surgical
8

aspects of facial paralysis and this monograph will be
read with interest by neurologists. The section on nerve
grafting is of special interest, but in reporting the ad-
vantages of surgery in Bell's palsy the argument is often
difficult to follow. Many of the illustrations "before"
and "after" operation are most misleading, for un-
fortunately the movement illustrated is often different
(e.g., Fig. 48). Again, in Fig. 49, the interval between
operation and photographs C and D is not given.
Some meaningless phrases have an unfortunate effect

on the reader, as on p. 137.... We know that the
faradic response is considered by many authors an un-
reliable indicator for operation". It is also disappointing
that the physiological features resulting from branching
of regenerating axons are not considered in more detail.

Neurological Complications of Lymphomas and
Leukemias. By Henry M. Williams, Henry D. Diamond,
Lloyd F. Craver, and Herbert Parsons. (Pp. viii + 134;
6 figures. 43s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions; Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1959.

This short monograph is based on the records of 5,778
patients suffering from lymphoma or leukaemia treated
at the Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied Diseases,
New York City, between 1926 and 1956. Thirteen per
cent of these patients had neurological involvement, the
most important being compression of the spinal cord.
A good factual account is given of the various neuro-
logical complications, including the occurrence of torula
infection of the meninges in Hodgkin's disease and
leukaemia. The previous literature on the subject is
commented on and there is a comprehensive list of
references. This is an excellent and useful account of
the subject but the price of the book is high.

Les Medicaments du Systeme Nerveux Cerebro-
Spinal. Edited by F. Mercier. (Pp. 538; 25 figures.)
Fr. frs. 5,800 Paris: Masson. 1959.

This is a comprehensive account by a number of
authors of the composition, pharmacology, and clinical
uses of drugs which influence the central nervous system.
In addition to the drugs commonly used in clinical
neurology, drugs used in psychiatric practice and local
and general anaesthetics are also discussed in considerable
detail. This book should be of real value to clinicians
who want to know more of the pharmacology of the
drugs they use.

Curare and Curare-Like Agents. Proceedings of Inter-
national Symposium, Rio de Janeiro, under the auspices
of UNESCO. Edited by D. Bovet, F. Bovet-Nitti, and
G. B. Marini-Bett6lo. (Pp. 478; illustrated. 85s.)
Amsterdam: Elsevier Publishing Co.; London: D. Van
Nostrand. 1959.
An international symposium on curare and curare-like

agents was held under the auspices of U.N.E.S.C.O.,
and the proceedings are reported in this book. More
than a third of the book is devoted to the naturally
occurring curares, their chemistry, their geographical
distribution, and their use by Indians. Curare was

183

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol N
eurosurg P

sychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.23.2.182 on 1 M
ay 1960. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


BOOK REVIEWS

principally used on blow-pipe darts. These darts were in
themselves insufficient to do much damage, but when
poisoned they enabled smaller animals and birds to be
killed in silence. They were almost as efficient as shot
guns, and as they did not scare the game a number of
animals could be killed from a single flock. Spears,
arrows, and weapons of war were not usually poisoned
with curare.
The remainder of the book gives an extensive account

of the pharmacological and physiological aspects of
curare and other relaxants, and deals more briefly with
the clinical applications. Some neurologists will be
surprised to find that curare is recommended both in
parkinsonism and in poliomyelitis.

A Practical Handbook of Psychiatry for Students and
Nurses, 4th ed. By L. Minski. (Pp. 152. 7s. 6d.)
London: Heinemann. 1959.

Dr. Minski's small text-book continues to provide the
essentials of psychiatry in a brief and concentrated form.
It has been generally revised and brought up to date.
There is a precis of the findings of the Royal Commission
on the law relating to mental illness and mental deficiency
and tranquillizing drugs are also discussed. The book can
be recommended as a concise introduction to psychiatry.

Molecules and Mental Health. Edited by F. A. Gibbs.
(Pp. 189; illustrated. 40s.) Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott. London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co.
1959.
This volume contains the proceedings of the Second

and Third Scientific Conferences of the Brain Research
Foundation; and presumably the inclusion in one
volume is a matter of convenience rather than similarity
of subject. The first half ofthe book deals with the action
of amines in brain function and behaviour. The second
half of the book is the report of the papers on the treat-
ment of hypsarythmia with A.C.T.H. These
conferences took place in January and March, 1958.

Maternal Disorders Related to Fetal Stress, Perinatal
Death and Congenital Defects. Selected References
1952-58. (15 cents). Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 1959.

This bibliography contains references to over 400
papers published in the English language which are con-
cerned with the problems of congenital defects, perinatal
death, etc., and will be useful to the many who are taking
an increasing interest in this subject at the present time.

Second International Congress for Psychiatry (1957)
ZUrich. In four volumes totalling 1828 pages. 1959.
These four volumes have now been published and

report the Proceedings of this Congress. Participants
of the Congress who have not received their copy should
write immediately to M. Bleuler, Burgholzli, Zurich 8.
The Proceedings may also be purchased by writing to
Art. Institut Orell Fussli A.G. Zeitschriften-Abteilung,
Dietzingerstrasse 3, Zurich 3, at the price of Swiss
francs 50.

Books Received
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here ofbooks

recently received}
Social Psychiatry and Community Attitudes. Seventh

Report of the Expert Committee on Mental Health
[Wld Hlth Org. techn. Rep. Ser. No. 177.] (Pp. 40.
Is. 9d.) London: H.M. Stationery Office; Geneva:
World Health Organization. 1959.

Disorders of the Temporomandibular Joint. By Laszlo
Schwartz and 18 contributors. (Pp. xxiii + 471;
168 figures. 105s.) London and Philadelphia: W. B.
Saunders. 1959.

Psychiatry in the Medical Specialties. By Flanders
Dunbar. (Pp. viii + 535. 93s.) London-New York-
Toronto: McGraw-Hill. 1959.
Die Cerebrale Gefass-Sklerose. By Hans E. Kehrer.

(Pp. viii + 238; 17 figures. DM 28.-.) Stuttgart:
Thieme. 1959.

Cerebral Angiography in the Management of Head
Trauma. By Charles A. Carton. (Pp. ix + 157;
44 figures. 52s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications; Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.
1959.

Intracranial Calcification. By Fermo Mascherpa and
Vincenzo Valentino. (Pp. xxi + 150; 98 figures. 72s.)
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications; Springfield,
Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1959.

Neurotische Depression. By H. Volkel; Foreword by
G. E. Storring. (Pp. viii + 116. DM 14.40.) Stuttgart:
Thieme. 1959.

Strong and Elwyn's Human Neuroanatomy, 4th ed.
By Raymond C. Truex. (Pp. xiii + 511; 363 figures.
80s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1959.

Second International Congress of Neurological
Surgery

The Administrative Council of the World Federation
of Neurological Societies will hold the second inter-
national neurosurgical congress in Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A., from October 14 to 20, 1961, at the Statler
Hotel. The business meeting of the Executive Committee,
which is composed of two delegates from each of the
member-societies, will be held on Saturday, October 14,
1961. The Federation is presently composed of 25
national neurosurgical societies representing 50 nations.
Registration and reception will be on Sunday, October 15,
1961, and the scientific sessions will be held from Monday,
October 16, to Friday, October 20.
Four morning sessions will be devoted to symposia on

the following topics:
I. Radioactivity and heavy radiation particles in

neurosurgery
II. Space-occupying intracranial lesions

III. Re-evaluation of surgery in the treatment of pain
IV. A. Biology of the nervous system.

B. Hydrocephalus
All inquiries and correspondence should be sent to

Dr. Bronson S. Ray, Secretary-General, 525, East 68th
Street, New York 21, N.Y., U.S.A.
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