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MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY IN MAN AND ANIMALS Edited by

Geoffrey H. Bourne and Ma. Nelly Golarz. (Pp. xvi +
524; 355 figures; 14 tables. S.Fr./DM. 112.50.) Basel:
S. Karger AG. 1963.

The advances in medicine which have occurred since the
second world war have brought under control diseases
responsible for much ill health and mortality amongst
the child population. With this improvement other
diseases of comparative rarity have begun to attract
attention. One of the most prominent of these is muscular
dystrophy, a long drawn-out disease in which the victims
are reduced to a pitiful state of immobility before death
supervenes. Sympathy with both patients and parents has
resulted in considerable sums of money being collected
for research into this disease in many countries and the
creation of centres of research dedicated to it. It is
particularly to the workers in these centres that this book
will be useful, though the articles in it will also be of
value to a much wider circle.
The editors have been successful in attracting con-

tributions from authors of great experience in their
specialist fields. Particularly valuable are the reviews by
Pearson on the pathology, Schapira and Dreyfus on the
biochemistry, Buchthal and Rosenfalck on the electro-
physiological, and Walton on the clinical aspects of
muscular dystrophy.

However, the remaining chapters have been chosen so
as to cover aspects which include most of the growing
points of research into muscular dystrophy and it will be
of the greatest help to have them combined in a single
volume. Thus histochemistry, electron microscopy, tissue
culture, genetics, and several of the experimental and
spontaneous muscular dystrophies of animals have
chapters devoted to them.
The production, especially the illustrations, is of a

high standard. Unfortunately the price is also high but
will no doubt be paid by most of those having to deal with
cases of muscular dystrophy. An opportunity to have
available in a single volume such excellent reviews of
current knowledge of this disease is hardly to be missed.

REFLEX MECHANISMS IN THE GENESIS OF EPILEPSY Edited
by Z. Servit. (Pp. viii + 262; illustrated. 60s.) Amster-
dam, London, and New York: Elsevier Publishing Co.
1963.

'Reflex mechanisms play a role in every epileptic attack
. . . "reflex epilepsy" should be reserved for the rare case
... provoked by one specific stimulus.' This is one view-
point: but the contrary may also be held, that all epilepsy
should be regarded and analysed as reflex epilepsy. The
latter may be as rewarding for research and treatment as
the former. This book discusses aspects of both localized
and generalized afferent stimuli and possible factors in
the central mechanism in the production of epilepsy. The
physiological condition of sleep, and especially light
sleep, is obviously relevant and is discussed. The possible

role of putative alerting mechanisms, such as the brain-
stem reticular formation, is also mentioned. Reflex
inhibition as well as provocation of seizures has recently
been a matter of clinical interest and this also gets due
mention. The book contains nothing very new, but is a
useful review of some experimental and clinical observ-
ations. It is sometimes difficult to segregate speculation
and fact: but this is often a general difficulty when the
interrelation of clinical and physiological neurology is
discussed.
An incidental point of interest is the claim that the

Czech physiologist Prochaska first formulated the theory
of reflex activity.

CEREBRAL PALSY IN CHILDREN AND ITS TREATMENT By
M. B. Eidinova and Ye N. Pravdina-Vinarskaya. (Pp.
xv + 193; 30 figures. 70s.) Oxford: Pergamon Press.
1963. (Original Russian edition, 1961.)

The authors of this book consider that the dynamic
capabilities of the young brain make it possible to
correct and re-train the motor disorders of cerebral
palsy. The chapters, however, fail to carry conviction and
seem to consist of a mixture of crude observations and
wishful thinking.

DIE EXPERIMENTELLE DIPHTHERISCHE POLYNEURITIS By
H. E. Kaeser. Bibliotheca Psychiatrica et Neurologica
Fasc. 120. (Pp. iv + 114; 8 figures, 13 tables. S.Fr./DM.
22.) Basel: S. Karger AG. 1963.

The experimental production of polyneuritis by the
administration of diphtheria toxin has attracted the
attention of neurologists for nearly a century. In recent
years, however, the techniques available for studying
nerve physiology and conduction have developed so
much that these old methods can be studied from many
novel points of view. This small monograph contains a
record of existing knowledge and some fresh observations
which will be valuable to those who see the possibilities of
this type of study.

BRITISH MEDICAL BULLETIN Peripheral Circulation in Man.
Volume 19, Number2, May 1963. (Pp. 71; illustrated. 30s.).
London: Medical Department, British Council. 1963.

If the circulation is to be satisfactory, the heart must be
an adequate pump, the peripheral resistance must be
appropriate, and venous return must be sufficient. Of
these three factors two, peripheral resistance and venous
return, are substantially dependent on reflex mechanisms,
and in normal man are constantly being reflexly adjusted
in the course of normal activities. This Bulletin describes
in detail the factors affecting peripheral resistance in
normal man. There are separate contributions on the
nervous control of the cutaneous circulation and of the
circulation in skeletal muscles, and this is followed by a
discussion of autonomic transmitter mechanisms.
Animal experiments have suggested that the effect of
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stakes' may like to try their hand at the 'Year Book
quiz' which 'thousands of physicians look forward to
each year'!
Some of the publications seem scarcely to have earned

their reward of being included in the year's contributions.
One such, for example, refers to a paper on four cases of
peripheral neuritis following influenza-scarcely an
example of 'the working essence of the cream of recent
international medico-scientific literature' which the
publishers claim for these volumes. Apparently there is no
cream to be found in Brain these days. Not since 1958
have the three editors found anything from that venerable
journal worth abstracting for their readers. Yet in the
current neurological section there were 19 papers from
Neurology, 15 from the Archives of Neurology, and 10
from the pages of the journal in which this review
appears. Curious?
Compliments to the photographer who made such

subtle contributions to the evidence in the case of
transvestism (p. 379) before and after hormonal and
surgical treatment!

J. D. SPILLANE

A TEXTBOOK OF NEUROLOGY 3rd ed. By H. Houston
Merritt. (Pp. 803; 197 figures; 124 tables. 93s. 6d.)
London: Henry Kimpton. 1963.

This American textbook of neurology was warmly
welcomed in the British medical press when it was
published in 1955. It provided an acceptable, straight-
forward account of modern neurological teaching and
practice in North America and reflected the author's
considerable experience in Boston and New York. A
second edition was called for in 1959 and after two
further reprints we have a third edition.
New information about the neurological complications

of a number of different diseases has been included and
the revised chapter on cerebrovascular disorders now
provides an up-to-date and sober account of this
difficult subject. The tables have always been a useful and
original feature of the book but there are a few which are
of questionable value. Table 33, for example, showing
the incidence of symptoms immediately prior to attacks
of cerebral haemorrhage, thrombosis, and embolism, are
based on data published in 1937. In Table 52 are outlined
the duration of symptoms before the patients' admission to
hospital in the various types of intracranial tumour-as
experienced in 1936.
As the author has intentionally omitted the traditional

sections on anatomy and examination of the nervous
system, the student would probably be helped if more
clinical illustrations were provided and if the index were
improved. If he wished to learn, for example, the causes of
'cramp' or 'stupor', the manifestations of 'parietal' lobe
disorder or 'hydatid' disease, the significance of 'colloidal
gold curve' alterations in the spinal fluid, or 'pyruvate'
abnormalities the index would not help him. Platybasia
is still (p. 424) wrongly considered to be synonymous
with basilar impression. In the same section, on the
Arnold-Chiari malformation, the important and long-
neglected and classic paper by Chiari in 1891 is still to be
rediscovered.

adrenergic nerve activity was brought about by release
peripherally from the post-ganglionic fibre of acetyl-
choline which in turn releases noradrenaline from a
peripheral store. The authors conclude, however, that in
man it has not been possible so far to demonstrate such a
cholinergic link in the sympathetic pathways to blood
vessels in a human limb. Other sections deal with the
response of blood vessels to drugs and to local tempera-
ture changes, and with physical problems posed by the
circulation. Only a single section is devoted to veins, and
this describes various factors which affect 'venous tone',
that is, the resistance of the veins and other capacity
vessels to distention. Reflex adjustment of 'venous tone'
constantly occurs in normal man and isconcerned in main-
taining venous return.

Circulatory reflexes may be blocked by neurological
conditions involving brain-stem, spinal cord, or peripheral
nerves. When they are lost quite small changes in posture
or blood volume and administration of drugs in thera-
peutic doses may cause severe hypotension. This issue of
the Bulletin provides a valuable synopsis of its subject in
readable form, and can be consulted with profit by any
neurologist who wishes to improve his understanding of
circulatory changes in his patients.

THE YEAR BOOK OF NEUROLOGY, PSYCHIATRY AND NEURO-
SURGERY, 1962-1963 series. Edited by Roland P.
Mackay, Sam Bernard Wortis and Oscar Sugar. (Pp.
631; 67 figures. 75s.) Chicago: Year Book Medical
Publishers Inc. 1963.

Since 1900 the Year Books have provided doctors in
various fields of medicine with annual selections from the
published literature which seem to their distinguished
editors to reflect the progress of their speciality. There
must be few clinicians accustomed to using a medical
library who have not found these volumes useful. The
note following the table of contents on page 3 is
ambiguous; the word 'publication' might be mistakenly
taken to refer to the original contribution and not to the
current Year Book. The older explanatory note, altered
two years ago, was quite clear and should be reintroduced.
No two editors would make the same selection but few
readers would claim that they had read the majority of
the papers in their own particular sections. The abstracts
are long enough to present the 'meat' of the original
publication and editorial comments are sometimes added.
It is revealing to read an abstract of a publication which
originally impressed one but which apparently found
itself no resting place in the 'little nowhere of the brain'.
In this sense the abstract certainly gives the memory an
annual jog.
The table of contents of each section-neurology,

psychiatry, and neurosurgery-together with the subject
and author indexes, help the casual reader and at the
same time make it easier for the clinician to look up the
year's contribution to his own pet subjects. Both types of
reader may find they can enlarge their vocabulary
(aliquorrhoea; citrullinuria; homoclites) and (if they care
to) their personal collection of eponymous data (Fazio-
Londe disease, McArdle-Schmid-Pearson diEease,
Hoover's sign, Powassan virus). Aspirants to the Member-
ship who want a little practice in the 'multiple-choice
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