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NEUROHISToCHEMISTRY Edited by C. W. M. Adams.

(Pp. 753; illustrated. 160s) Amsterdam, London and
New York: Elsevier Publishing Company. 1965.

The specialized functions of the nervous system, with the
consequent heterogeneity of its structure and the varia-
tions of its cell types, both neuronal and glial, impose
very obvious limits to the application of many of the
methods of classical biochemistry, despite the great
advances that have taken place and still are taking place
as a result of their use in the study of both the normal and
the diseased nervous system. By its very nature indeed
the nervous system invites the application of the finer
methods of modem histochemistry and cytochemistry,
and the present volume provides an admirable survey of
the progress that is being made in this field. The editor
has wisely planned this book not as a recipe book of
technical methods, but rather to assess the significance
and validity of histochemical methods as applied to
problems of neurobiology. The book is divided into three
parts, the first dealing with techniques, the second with
the histochemistry of the normal nervous system, and
the third with histochemistry as applied to a wide range
of neuropathological problems. As one would hope in
a book of this type, the myelin sheath and the many
fascinating problems concerned with the processes of
Wallerian degeneration and the changes occurring both
in experimental allergic encephalomyelitis and in the
naturally occurring demyelinating diseases are dealt with
broadly and fully. There are also excellent and highly
informative chapters on the cerebral storage diseases,
cerebrovascular disease, anoxic brain injury, the effects
of ischaemia, the retina and its diseases, and the neuro-
muscular junction and muscle.
The book contains a surprising amount of detailed

information over a very wide front. It is well written and
well edited, and the plates, figures, and diagrams are
plentiful and well reproduced. It is, in short, a highly
readable monograph which any investigator of the
nervous system, or of its diseases, will find of real value
and interest.

R. H. S. THOMPSON

REGIONAL CEREBRAL BLOOD FLOW An International
Symposium, University of Lund, March 5, 1965.
Edited by David H. Ingvar and Niels A. Lassen.
(Pp. 197. 30,00 Danish Kroner) Copenhagen:
Munksgaard. 1965. (Acta Neurologica Scandinavica
Supplementum 14).

The proceedings of many symposia are increasingly
prone to appear very many months after the participants
have met and are records of work which has already
become known by other means. This criticism certainly
cannot be levelled against this symposium on reginal
cerebral blood flow which has appeared with commend-
able swiftness and records work in progress. Inevitably

this means that much is incomplete and conclusions
only tentative but this is no blemish; workers in this field
are enabled to know what is currently in progress and to
assess the potentialities of work with radioactive inert
gases and thermal probes.
The clinician will be particularly interested in the

demonstration that focal cerebrovascular lesions pro-
duce a fall in total cerebral blood flow as well as a local
fall at the site of the lesion, which may be demonstrable
when other investigations have proved negative. They
will also be interested in the demonstration that after
carotid ligation in young people for aneurysm there is a
marked fall in carotid blood flow even though the vascu-
larity as demonstrated by angiography seems adequate.
The operation, though life-saving, cannot be regarded
as ideal.
The symposium is therefore greatly to be welcomed

and will be of value to research workers and clinicians
alike.

YEAR BOOK OF NEUROLOGY PSYCHIATRY AND NEURO-
SURGERY Edited by Roland P. Mackay, Sam Bernard
Wortis, and Oscar Sugar. (Pp. 734; 87 illustrations.
83s) Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers. 1964-
1965 series.

The ever increasing number ofpapers published each year
makes the task of the editors of the Year Book tremen-
dously difficult, if not impossible. Based, as the Year
Book is, on summaries of articles, space does not permit
more than a very limited number to be summarized
which makes it hard to provide an adequate picture of
progress in each field. The editors have tried to overcome
this by adding references to other papers and comments in
small print, but one wonders if a short review of a subject
followed by summaries of the more important contri-
butions might not be more satisfactory.

RUPTURES OF THE LUMBAR INTERVERTEBRAL DISC By
R. Eustace Semmes (xi + 80; 39 figures $6.00., Spring-
field, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.

At a time when surgery for ruptured intervertebral disc
is less popular in this country than was the case some
10 years ago, it is interesting to meet this book which is
based on over 6,000 cases operated from one neuro-
surgical clinic, at Memphis, Tennessee. The author
favours a strictly unilateral approach under local anal-
gesia with minimal bone removal.
Although the text and illustrations are clear and to the

point, it is perhaps disappointing to find that with such a
wealth of material available the book is limited to the
clinical diagnosis and the surgical treatment advised.
The younger neurosurgeon to whom the book is largely
directed would surely have benefited, for example, from
a further consideration of the differential diagnosis and
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more information on the various radiological investi-
gations than are sometimes proposed for this condition.
The lavish presentation provided by the publishers has
already supplied the space.

CLINICAL NEUROSURGERY. Proceedings of the Congress
of Neurological Surgeons, Denver, Colorado. 1963.
(Pp. xx = 243; illustrated. $12.50) Baltimore: Williams
and Wilkins Co. 1964.

The eleventh volume of the congress of neurological
surgeons opens with biographical details of Dr. James L.
Poppen of the Lahey Clinic and the three following
chapters, written by Dr. Poppen, are concerned with the
technical operative details relating to various neuro-
surgical problems. There is an admirable chapter by
Charles Drake on lesions of the brachial plexus, a most
thoughtful contribution from Bucy on stereotaxis, and
a stimulating paper on the use of the operating micro-
scope. Hamby and Dohn describe an interesting series
of 36 cases of carotid-cavernous fistulas and there is a
good chapter on aneurysms in the posterior fossa by
Valentine Logue.
The book is very well produced with clear tables and

excellent illustrations. The practice of printing the dis-
cussion following a paper has been adopted occasionally
and, being disjointed and spontaneous, does not make
good reading.

WYLIE MCKISSOCK

BRAIN TUMORS: 2nd ed. By K. J. Zulch (Pp. viii + 326;
84 figures, 70s) William Heinemann, Medical Books
Ltd. London: 1965.

This second American edition is based on the fourth
German edition of what is universally acclaimed to be
a leading work on intracranial neoplasms. Since the first
English translation in 1957 there have been important
developments in our knowledge of cerebral tumours
derived from experimental workand increasing familiarity
with electronmicroscopical appearances and histo-
chemical studies. These aspects of the subject are
incorporated in the text together with other up-to-date
reports of significance and new statistical data. No
pathological department can afford to be without this
informative and thoughtful work of reference. No review
would be complete without a word of appreciation to
Dr. A. B. Rothballer and the late Dr. J. Olszewski for
the admirable translation and for their initiative in
urging that this important work should be translated
for the benefit of many who would not otherwise have
appreciated the value of its contents. It has been well
done and was in fact completed before Dr. Olszewski's
untimely decease: to his memory it has been dedicated
by his co-translator.

JOINT MOTION-METHOD OF MEASURING AND RECORDING
(Pp. 87; illustrated. 5s) Published by the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 1965. Edinburgh
and London: E. and S. Livingstone, 1966, with the
approval of the British (and other) Orthopaedic Asso-
ciations.

This is an important publication which should be carefully

studied by those who assess disability of all kinds. It
provides a standard method of measuring and recording
the range of movement in joints, and though ortho-
paedic surgeons are specially concerned, neurologists
must also examine and record the range of joint motion
and should acquire a copy of this little guide.

W. RITCHIE RUSSELL

PAEDIATRIC ASPECTS OF CEREBRAL PALSY By T. T. S.
Ingram. (Pp. 515; 38 figures, 190 tables. 84s.). Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd. 1964.

This monograph describes a group of cerebral-palsied
individuals, born between 1938 and 1953. Much detailed
information is provided, derived from clinical examina-
tion by the author, an Edinburgh paediatrician, and his
colleagues, and from a large number of case notes.
Conclusions are drawn about the prevalence of cerebral
palsy in Edinburgh, the complexity of its causation is
stressed, and some modifications of the current classi-
fication are suggested.

M. KINSBOURNE

THE ACTION OF NEUROLEPTIC DRUGS By H. J. Haase
and P. A. J. Janssen. (Pp. vi + 174; 4 figures; 17 tables
North-Holland Publishing Company, 1965.

The extrapyramidal symptoms associated with the
administration of psychotropic drugs have been studied
by Dr. Haase for the past decade. This volume brings
together his material. Though they may be questioned,
the author's observations and his interpretations are of
interest to both psychiatrists and neurologists. The book
also contains a short chapter on the pharmacology of
neuroleptic drugs and a more useful one on their adverse
effects. The translation from the German is Germanic.

MORBID JEALOUSY AND MURDER By Ronald Rae Mowat
(Pp. 131 + xii; 30s.) London: Tavistock Publications,
1965.

There have been many psychiatric hypotheses about the
various forms and gradations of jealousy, but too few
investigations of thecourse, and especially of the outcome,
of the mental disorders characterized by a severe degree
of morbid jealousy. Dr. Mowat studied 109 murderers
and attempted murderers with delusions of infidelity:
case notes at Broadmoor for 15 to 20 years were consulted
and those patients in Broadmoor at the time were inter-
viewed in 1956. Morbid jealousy is the motive in 12%
of male murderers and 3 % of female murderers who are
found insane. The spouse or paramour is the usual victim,
and delusions of infidelity had been present for several
years before the crime. The main psychiatric categories
were schizophrenia, depression, alcoholism, and para-
noia ('monodelusional morbid jealousy'). It was striking
that there were no divorces in this series, although tempo-
rary separation was frequent: when the occasion arises
in such cases it is recommended that legal separation or
divorce be granted with some urgency.

This small book is full of important facts, clearly
presented and as lucidly discussed. It is a very welcome
addition to the literature of a field full of speculative
ideas, and is warmly recommended as a firm basis for
further investigations.
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