
of interest: that old memories may provide data for
hallucinatory projections defined as 'les metamorphoses
des enkystements perceptifs'.

FREDA NEWCOMBE

PERSONALITY AND PERSONAL ILLNESS By G. A. Foulds in
collaboration with T. M. Caine. (Pp. xi + 344. 55s.)
London: Tavistock Publications. 1965.

This work gives an account of many years' experimental
investigation into the classification of psychiatric dis-
orders on the one hand, and personality types on the
other hand, by means of questionnaires. Personality
scores show less change with treatment than do the scores
on a symptom-sign inventory which reflects psychiatric
classification. Some readers may recoil at the hypothesis
that the proposed classification of psychiatric disorders
into personality disorder (psychopathy), personal illness
(neurosis), integrated psychosis (mania, melancholia, and
paranoia), and non-integrated psychosis (schizophrenia)
represents a continuum that is anything more than a
continuum of increasing degree of social incapacity.
Otherwise this is a most attractive book, written with
understanding, wit, and humility. It is a pleasure to read
a work dealing with a subject of such central importance
to the psychiatrist, and, furthermore, by a psychologist
who obviously regards the psychiatrist as a fellow-worker
rather than an enemy.

ALLGEMEINE PSYCHOPATHOLOGIE By Karl Jaspers. 8th
edition (Pp. xv + 748. DM. 56.) Berlin: Springer.
1965.

In the foreword to the latest edition of this truly classical
work, Professor Jaspers, now over 80, reflected that he
was no longer in a position to bring it up to date by
including the products of psychiatric and physiological
research over the last two decades but that the basic
method and organization of the material had stood the
test of time. In this his judgment was certainly not at
fault. Until 1962 it was not available in an English version,
but fortunately readers in this country now have at their
disposal a good translation, from which they can acquaint
themselves with one of the great texts of psychiatry.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DEVELOPMENTAL NEUROPSYCHIATRY
By Paul Schilder. Edited by Lauretta Bender (Pp. xi +
407. 52s 6d) London: Tavistock Publications. 1965.

Paul Schilder's wife and collaborator, Dr. Lauretta
Bender, has collected and edited these studies of child
development, which had already been published in
numerous articles and books but never brought together
to give an organized, coherent picture of Schilder's
thoughts and findings in this area. The papers are grouped
so as to cover, in turn, primitive perception; the body
image; personality; language and thought; motility;
aggression; and clinical considerations. As always,
Schilder is bold in his efforts at synthesizing psychoanaly-
tic, psychological, psychiatric, and neurophysiological
findings, so that even when unconvincing, his views
stimulate the reader and disclose a remarkable range of
interests and erudition.

PATHOLOGIE DU LANGAGE By H. Hecaen and R. Angel-
ergues. (Pp. 200; 16 figures.) Paris: Larousse. 1965.

For the student of aphasia, this is a useful handbook: an

eclectic review of most of the theories and some of the
clinical work in the field. It contains a lucid summary of
congenital language disorders, the main clinical symptoms
in aphasia, and the divergent theoretical approaches to
the problem. The brief account of recent linguistic
analyses and the section on dominance and sinistrality are

of particular interest while the evaluation of anatomical
and localization data is appropriately cautious. The
authors suggest that there is adequate evidence to
delineate the language zone and to consider aphasia as a

specific deficit not necessarily accompanied by other
forms of intellectual impairment. They accept the opera-

tional distinction between receptive and expressive defects
and between oral and written language. Finally they raise
two pertinent problems: the levels of organization in-
volved in language and the role of verbal mediation in so-

called symbolic activities. In the study of a subject that
still qualifies for Head's label, chaos, it is valuable to be
reminded of the need for detailed clinical study and
heuristic thinking.

FREDA NEWCOMBE

HALLUCINATIONS ET RtALITE PERCEPTIVE By H. Faure.
(F. 18) Presses Universitaires de France. 1965.

The combination of metaphysical speculation and clinical
observation is an intriguing, if hazardous, enterprise;
Professor Faure's book is enlightening in this context.
The first section deals with the relationship of extemal

and internal space in the hallucination. The theories of
J. P. Sarte are summarized and considered unsatisfactory
because unrelated to biological factors and clinical data.
Those of the Gestalt school are invoked to elucidate
both the mechanisms and content of hallucinations of
which the distinguishing feature is taken to be their pro-

jection into the environmental spatial field.
The second part of the book deals with the content (the

recurring religious and supernatural aspects and the
ubiquitous phantom) and the 'plausibility' of hallucina-
tory material. There are random and unexpected refer-
ences, e.g., Professor Eysenck and Comte de Redern who
wrote in 1815 a monograph on the transmission of
thought through magnetic fluid.
The final section introduces a new projective test in

which patients are asked to construct a village from
wooden units, some structured (houses, trees, bridges,
etc.), others abstract, geometrical forms. The author
derives from the examination of 800 protocols, themselves
a rather insubstantial pageant as no quantitative data,
scoring system, or tables are included, the pathognomic
sign of the pylon: hallucinated subjects tend to erect
vertical geometrical forms. The symbolic and archetypal
significance of this anomaly can be successfully pre-
dicted by the reader.
The book is probably of more interest to the physician

with an analytical background and indeed to the meta-
physician than to the neurologist, for whom sensory
deprivation experiments may hold more clues to the
problem than M. Sarte. However, there are observations

8*

Book reviews 587

guest. P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol N
eurosurg P

sychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.29.6.587-b on 1 D
ecem

ber 1966. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/


AKUTE PSYCHISCHE BEGLEITERSCHEINUNGEN KORPERLICHER
KRANKHEITEN By Manfred Bleuler, Jurg Willi, and
Hans Buchler. (Pp. 208; illustrated DM. 38.). Stuttgart:
Thieme. 1966.

Two-thirds of this informative book is devoted to Dr.
Willi's report on the phenomenology and pathogenesis of
exogenous psychoses in patients with physical disease.
The book also contains a learned introductory exposition
by Professor Bleuler of the present status of Bonhoeffer's
classical account of the exogenous reaction-type, and a
50-page supplementary study by Dr. Buhler of the
psychological changes that occur when death is
impending.

Dr. Willi collected 100 cases of delirium, twilight state,
and confusion in the medical wards of a general hospital,
and 200 case records of patients with delirium in a
psychiatric hospital. He interviewed the former group
and their relatives, with particular reference to their
personality and psychiatric history. His findings run
counter to some standard assumptions. Thus the exo-
genous psychosis revealed features of personality which
were not by any means exaggerations of the normal
personality traits but seemed rather to be alien to the
affected person. Similarly the exogenous psychoses of
schizoid and schizophrenic subjects mostly showed no
schizophrenic features; it was rare for a schizophreniform
psychosis to develop within the framework of an acute
exogenous psychosis. A further refutation of common
psychiatric opinion was afforded by Dr. Willi's study of
the influence of heredity in these conditions: he found no
support for the assumption that there is an inherited
constitutional disposition to develop an exogenous
psychosis when affected with a severe physical disease.
Advancing years, drugs, chronic disease, and alarming
catastrophes appeared to be important predisposing or
precipitating factors.

LONG-TERM RESULTS OF PSYCHIATRIC OUT-PATIENT TREAT-
MENT By B. E. McLaughlin. (Pp. vii + 80. $4.75)
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1965.

Every psychiatrist has patients who fail to respond
symptomatically to any form of treatment. Over years
of out-patient attendance their growing folders contain
reports of treatment by a multitude of drugs, by E.C.T.,
and by many kinds of psychotherapy. Most doctors are
glad to forget these patients who are living reminders of
their short-comings as therapists: the author has col-
lected his and attempted to learn from them.
A hundred of the least successful cases were selected

from those attending the out-patient clinic of the
Women's Medical College of Pennsylvania, and simple
statistics are provided about them. The greater part of
the book is, however, taken up with detailed case histories
of 10 patients. The patients attended over a period of 16
years: in the first eight, treatment was mainly by one or
other form of brief psychotherapy; in the last years
mainly by drugs. The case histories support the author's
contention that they were a most intractable group.
The main conclusion is that there are many patients

whose symptoms run a chronic course, unmodified by
any treatment, who nevertheless maintain a reasonable
social adjustment provided that they are offered more

or less continuous support. Psychoanalysis cannot
change their personality: palliative treatment can help
them to live useful lives. The author further maintains
that these patients cannot make this adjustment without
long-term psychiatric treatment. This follows less clearly
from his results, because there were no control patients
and the group contains both schizophrenics and neurotics,
whose treatment needs differ. He maintains that the
skills needed to treat these patients supportively are
possessed by physicians and general practitioners as
well as by psychiatrists, and points out that in any case
the large number of neurotic patients in the community
cannot be treated with time-consuming methods of
intensive psychotherapy.

Experienced psychiatrists and general practitioners will
find little new in this book, but some of the individual
case histories might help newcomers to see the treatment
of chronic mental illness in the perspective of time, and
to understand how palliative treatment can help patients
adjust to their social circumstances even though they
retain their symptoms and their personality disorder.

M. G. GELDER

Notices
AMERICAN PSYCHOPATHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

The 1967 meetings of the American Psychopathological
Association will be held on 17 and 18 February 1967 at
the Park Sheraton Hotel, New York City. Further infor-
mation from Dr. Fritz A. Freyhan, APPA Secretary, St.
Vincent's Hospital, 153 W. 11th Street, New York, N. Y.
10011.

THIRD EUROPEAN CONGRESS OF NEUROSURGERY

The Third European Congress of Neurosurgery will be
held in Madrid from 23 to 26 April, 1967. It will be prece-
ded by the Third Intemational Symposium on Stereoen-
cephalotomy in Madrid on 22 April, and will be followed
by Primera Jornada Neuroquirurgica Hispano-Luso-
Americana on 27 April and then by a neurosurgical
meeting in Lisbon on 28 and 29 April. Further informa-
tion may be obtained from Dr. G. Dierssen, Apartado
Postal (Post Office Box) 6176, Madrid, Spain.

VIIITH SYMPOSIUM NEURORADIOLOGICUM

The eighth Symposium Neuroradiologicum will be held in
Paris, UNESCO Building, from 25 to 30 September 1967.
Further information may be obtained from Professor H.
Fischgold, H6pital de la Pitie, 83 Boulevard de l'Hopital,
Paris 13e.

SCANDINAVIAN NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY

The 20th annual meeting of the Scandinavian Neurologi-
cal Society will take place in Uppsala, Sweden, on I and 2
September 1967. Further information from Professor
Einar Bohm, Neurokirurgiska Kliniken, Akademska
Sjukhuset, Uppsala, Sweden.
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