
BOOK REVIEWS

PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES IN DEMENTIA PRIfCOX

I. Kendig and W. V. Richmond

(Edwards Bros. Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A. 1940.)
This is an extensive analysis of the intelligence test results (Stanford-Binet)

accumulated during the previous 15 years in the ordinary clinical use of this test at
the St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, U.S.A. The author compared the 500
dementia pracox cases tested during this period with several other types of psychosis
and with two groups of normals comprising together 346 individuals. Their main
conclusion is that this test demonstrates some intellectual impairment in dementia
precox; they add that it may be merely functional impairment. They have also
reviewed and compared the conflicting evidence already published bearing on this
problem of the influence of this psychosis on intelligence. They have analysed their
results in many ways, calculated a general mental age, vocabulary age, efficiency
index, and also assessed the school achievements of their patients, the age of onset
of their psychosis, and repeated the test 10 years later with those patients still in
hospital and testable (41). With very few exceptions the findings in these repeated
tests showed no fall and often a slight rise in mental age-after a period during which
the clinical picture had deteriorated. Seeing that the tests had only been performed
on those cases in whom the clinician had thought the test might be relevant, an undue
proportion of cases with low innate intelligence might well have been included in
their group. Their analysis of the pattern of the test results shows no type of response
to be characteristic of this psychosis. Should this study be complemented by a
further small group of completely unselected cases of dementia prxcox similarly
tested, to determine the general level of mental age, all interested in this problem
would welcome this as a comprehensive assessment of the findings of this test in
dementia praecox.

HOPO USIA, OR THE SEXUAL AND ECONOMIC FOUNDATION OF
A NEW SOCIETY

J. D. Unwin

(George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., London. 1940. Pp. 475. 21s.)
The late J. D. Unwin showed in his book " Sex and Culture" that he had the

rare ability to formulate general principles covering a great mass of seemingly con-
fused data. In this posthumous work he has carried further some ideas implicit in
his earlier book, in which he held the manifestations of increased energy in human
society to be the effect of enforced sexual continence, and he has sought to describe
the structure of a society (Hopousia) organized to display the greatest possible energy.
The argument, though in places left incomplete because of his untimely death, is
lucidly and cogently stated, and is typical of Unwin's wide-ranging, penetrating, and
original mind. It deals largely with economic and political questions, and cannot
be briefly summarized.
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MYTHOLOGY OF THE SOUL

H. G. Baynes

(Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, London. 1940. Pp. 939. 32s. 6d.)
Dr. Baynes here interprets the drawings and dreams of two patients whom he

treated for a psychopathic condition, regarded by him as borderline schizophrenia.
The correctness of this diagnosis is open to question, but those who question it are
likely to consider the diagnosis as a minor point in comparison with the method and
psychopathology used.

Dr. Baynes has deliberately turned away from what he describes as " the extra-
verted quantitative approach which seeks to accumulate facts, without much concern
for their meaning," and he holds that for the investigation of fundamental psycho-
logical problems " only an introverting psychological method is suitable." Dr.
Baynes has a vast respect for Professor Jung of Zurich, whose analytical method he
calls the only effective introverting technique in the West to-day-" of the introverted
way C. G. Jung is our single source and our sole tradition."

From this it follows that the reader's appreciation of the book will depend on
whether he can accept whole-heartedly Jung's mythological interpretation of mental
happenings. The book is diffuse, esoteric, and very long. It contains many specu-
lations that are ingenious and far-fetched. The second of the two patients had much
artistic ability, evident in the many drawings and paintings reproduced.

THE NEUROGENIC BLADDER

F. C. McLellan

(Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, London. 1940. Pp. 206. 22s.)
Glancing at the title the conventional student of the mother tongue must get a

jolt, but if he is an urologist as well he will appreciate a review of some importance
on perusing the appropriately straw-coloured pages of this well-bound volume. It
is designed to give the student or diagnostician a resume of the anatomy and physiology
of the bladder and instruction in the methods of cystometry. These are discussed in
the light of findings in two hundred cases of disorder of bladder function. The
features in half that number are tabulated and there are numerous charts of cysto-
metric studies, standardized and readily understood. On the whole the author's
correlation of clinical findings and the facts of experimental physiology is adequate.
The general classification of disorders of the bladder is acceptable, save perhaps again
for an unhappy nomenclature. It is based on the nature of the defect in the reflex
mechanism of the bladder. The views expressed on the role of the sympathetic
innervation are debatable. From experiments with irritative solutions and electrical
stimulation in a subject with a cauda equina lesion and intact sympathetic supply he
concludes that " the thoraco-lumbar sympathetic fibres carry no afferent sensory
components from the bladder." He considers that in such cases awareness of disten-
sion may be due to disturbances in the surrounding organs. In the face of suggestive
data in some of his own cases he takes the view that " visceral sensations of distension
and contraction have not been proved to be transmitted by sympathetic fibres." To
the reviewer the work of Talaat on the mediation of impulses, provoked by over-
distension, in slowly adapting fibres of the hypogastrics would seem worthy of citation.
While views on such points may vary, most readers will concur that this volume must
forward the use of cystometry in neurological studies. Inconsistencies in spelling
and errors in numbering of references demand a measure of that forgiveness for
errors entreated in the author's preface.
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THE HISTAMINE AND INSULIN TREATMENT OF SCHIZOPHRENIA
AND OTHER MENTAL DISEASES

Horace Hill

(Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, London. 1940. Pp. 133. 6s.)
This is an unconvincing account of the author's procedure in the treatment of

schizophrenics. He has combined histamine with insulin because he assumes that
in any so-called " shock " treatment histamine is the effective agent. The naivete of
this is in keeping with the tone of the whole book, which is as weak on the psychiatric
as on the pharmacological side. Records of cures and improved cases are included.

INJURIES OF THE SKULL, BRAIN, AND SPINAL CORD

Edited by Samuel Brock

(Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, London. 1940. Pp. 632. 32s. 6d.)
During a period when injuries affecting the nervous system have greatly increased

in number, it is of inestimable value to have in compact form the expression of opinion
of authorities on the many-sided aspects of such injuries. As is always so in a book
of many authors, there is considerable overlap in the matter and further a tendency
to a lack of exactness in terminology. But such deficiencies are amply off-set by the
wealth of useful exposition. The chapter devoted to concussion and contusion is
most welcome as giving a very clear picture of the varying states found in such con-
ditions and more especially the changes exhibited by a patient recovering from one
or other. In the chapter given over to post-traumatic epilepsy a very complete
survey of the literature on the subject is presented, along with the author's experience
in a large number of personally observed cases. Following an excellent chapter on
injuries of the spinal cord and nerve roots, there is a short one on the relationship of
spinal cord injuries to other diseases of the spinal cord: the possible association is
of such importance in medico-legal matters that it is disappointing not to have more
space and information given to this aspect of injuries. Over a hundred pages are
devoted to the neuroses, psychotic states, and simulation symptoms following head
injury: these are the pages which are most likely to be criticized, not so much for
the detail, but rather for the tendency to over-classification. Although mention has
been made of only these few chapters, it is not to be assumed that the many others
do not contain much of value.

The book, well printed and remarkably free from printers' errors, is one of the
most useful additions to the literature on injuries of the nervous system. It is to be
commended to all who may be concerned with the management of cases of head and
spinal injuries.
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