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limited value on its own. The first 37 figures are myelin
preparations of transverse sections of spinal cord,
medulla, pons, and mid-brain. These are unlabelled.

Figures 38 to 52 are myelin preparations of the right
cerebral hemisphere reproduced from Jelgersma. This
is the most valuable section of the book as the gyri in
most figures are labelled, unlike the original. The re-
maining nine figures are useful line drawings on which
the levels and planes of the preceding sections are
indlicatetr1 and a fe-w lahelle-d mve-lin nre-narationn of
horizontal and sagittal sections of the
spheres.
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ELEMENTE DER NEUROLOGIE By Rudolf J
+ 299; 49 figures; DM 48; $12.00.) '

\ Berlin. 1969.
Professor Janzen has written a book on r
is different. His object has been to conden:
in clinical neurology and neurophysioloi
companion to neurological studies. Owin
and dogmatic writing it is not an easy b
the author admits. In fact, in the introc
instructions as to how the book ought be-
point of fact, the volume contains a conce
of the anatomy, physiology, and patholog
system, followed by a discussion of neu
toms and syndromes, the neurologica
ancillary methods of investigation, and
fication of the neurological diseases.
throughout is on the logic of neurologic-
treatment and those who can read Germa
interesting and stimulating new apprc
neurology.

EPANCHEMENTS SOUS-DURAUX CHRONIQUES
By N. Neimann, J. Montaut and J. Sa]
40 figures, 56.30 F.) L'Expansic
Fransaise: Paris. 1968.

This is a useful review of subdural effu
a term preferred by the authors to subdi
and others, as they reject the widely al
theory in favour of abnormal permea
vessels. In their experience the most com
is traumatic, but other causes are discusse
they depend largely on transillumina
encephalography, and EEG, having only
ence of echo-encephalography and isot

_niques. Treatment is conventional. The nu
in each aetiological category are too sir
definitive statement on prognosis.

DIE PROGRESSIV-DYSTROPHISCHEN MY(
H. Heyck and G. Laudahn. (Pp. xv 4
DM 118; $29.50.) Springer-Verlag: Be

This volume provides a comprehensive
review of the modern knowledge regarding
murcular dystrophies. The various chapte
clinical picture, the pathological hist
microscope appearances, biochemistry, a

the hereditary dystrophies and there are also sections on
the distal and ocular forms and on myotubular, central
core, and nemaline myopathies. The final chapter on
clinical electromyography also includes the EMG findings
in polymyositis and endocrine and metabolic myopathies.
There is an excellent bibliography at the end of each
chapter and the book, which is well produced, will be
most valuable for German-speaking readers.

M M bra1iJhVmi MICRONEUROSURGERY By Robert W. Rand. (Pp. xii + 224;cerebral hemi- 257 figures; 1 colour plate; 225s.) Henry Kimpton:

RION C. SMITH London. Agents for C. V. Mosby: St. Louis. 1969.
RI* C.SMIT Advances in operative surgery have almost always

'anzen (Pp xxiii followed the introduction of some technique or equip-
3pringer-Verlag. ment which was applicable in a wide range of situations.

Anaesthesia, asepsis, blood transfusion, and electro-
ieurology which coagulation all served to transform the whole surgical
se his experience scene. The '50s saw stereotaxis give neurosurgery a new

gy to produce a dimension, and since then many surgeons l,ave devoted
Lg to its synoptic time and energy to developing new machines for this
gook to read as 'blind' surgery. The '60s will go down as the beginning
uction hegiaves of microneurosurgery. Perhaps be ause it is a develop-
ust to be used In ment of 'seeing' surgery, and, therefore, not so distinctly
sntrated account different from ordinary surgery, many neurosurgeons
,y of the nervous have been slow to see its advantages and have left it to;rofogthe nervous the otologists, already familiar with the microscope, torological symp- begin invading the intracranial ca,vity up the nose andl examination, down the ear. The microscope calls for learning a newfinally a classi- technique, and for a time at least puts the eight or ten
al diagnosis and hour neurosurgical operation back on the scene, just
anwill findit an when the neurosurgeon had begun to live down the
ach to clinical legendary theatre marathons of the 1930s. Yet the

rewards of patience are considerable-indeed, they are

J. B. STANTON what the neurosurgeon has always wanted, a method
of being more discriminating in the sacrifice of function-

;DU NOURRISSON ing nervous tissue. The need to preserve function is what
pelier (Pp. 208 has always distinguished the neurosurgeon, who might
n Scientifique sometimes envy the cavalier sacrifices safely made by

his colleagues in removing legs, joints, and abdominal
sion in infancy, viscera with impunity. The microscope greatly enhances
aral haematoma the neurosurgeon's ability to recognize functionally
ccepted osmotic valuable structures, and so to preserve them. But not

bility of dural only a new technique, with new instruments, must be
imon first cause learnt but also a new anatomy-termed mesoscopic
d. For diagnosis anatomy by one of the contributors to this book.
ation, subdural It is good to see this book written entirely by neuro-
( limited experi- surgeons, and their colleagues should read it. It begins
tope scan tech- at the beginning-with a description of the microscope
imbers reviewed and its care, and the instruments that go with it. It goes
iall to permit a through the uses already made of it: acoustic neuromas,

pituitary surgery, microvascular repair (mostly experi-
J. A. SIMPSON mental so far), trigeminal rhizotomy, and spinal cord

surgery. There are plenty of references, mostly dating
OPATHIEN By from 1964 to 1967, although these should soon be out of
136; 141 figures; date if the field expands as it promises to do.
truin 1969 W. BRYAN JENNElT

NEUROECTODERMAL TUMOURS OF THE CENTRAL AND
PERIPHERAL NERVOUS SYSTEM By Konstantin Scharen-
berg and Leopold Liss. (Pp. 237; illustrated; £10.)
Williams and Wilkins: Baltimore. 1969.
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This book takes an unusual approach to neuroectodermal
tumours in that it is devoted almost entirely to their
macroscopic features and their microscopical appearances
in silver carbonate preparations. It is, therefore, of some
academic interest, but unfortunately no attempt has been
made to relate the patterns described to those based on
more conventional and much more widely used histo-
logical techniques. It is only the classification adopted
that can account for as much space being devoted to
astroblastoma as to glioblastoma. The authors have
clearly made a most detailed study of silver carbonate
preparations from neuroectodermal tumours but,
although it is stated repeatedly that this technique allows
a much more accurate identification of cell types than
the conventional techniques used by most neuropatho-
logists, it is difficult to accept the many dogmatic
statements unsupported by tangible evidence or logical
argument.
The book is prolifically illustrated (this may partly

compensate for the brevity of the gross descriptions of
the tumours), but many are repetitive. As the standard
of illustrations in general is high, it is surprising that the
book contains a few of unusually poor quality.

It is interesting to note the application of phase
contrast techniques to silver carbonate preparations,
and the chapter on techniques may be of value to a few,
but this book is not lilkely to be of much practical use to
clinicians or pathologists.

J. HUME ADAMS

PATTERNS OF ACUTE HEAD INJURY By Reginald Hooper.
(Pp vi + 167; 24 figures; 45s.) Edward Arnold:
London. 1969.

This is a most useful little book, ideal for students,
nurses, and the increasing number of other staff, medical
and ancillary, who are now concerned with the problems
of head injury care. The chapters are well sprinkled with
original line drawings (albeit some of them miniatures),
and by crisp notes on actual patients forming vivid
clinical vignettes. In spite of the simplification a lot of
information is conveyed, including a smattering of
history, and some chapters end with selected references.
The author is an Australian neurosurgeon with an
international reputation, but whose contact with the
outback has kept his feet firmly on the ground. His book
is, therefore, ideal for the surgeon in Britain or any other
country where the majority of head injuries must be
treated in what might be termed the neurosurgical
outback.

W. BRYAN JENNETT

MEDICINE IN METAMORPHOSIS Speech, presence, and
integration. Edited by R. D. Laing. (Pp. vii + 164;
38s.) Tavistock Publications: London. 1969.

It seems impossible to review this book without falling
into those very pitfalls in assessment which the author
criticizes in diagnostic procedures themselves. The book
makes the analogy of the sick organ as the burning glass
of the whole 'constellation' of disease factors in the man,
and the sick or defective man as that of his environment.
It does so with the use of case histories of children
suffering from defects in speech and hearing, and,

because of this very fact, while one accepts the necessity
for communication for the development of the healthy
adult, it does deal with problems of social, family,
and patient adaptation and slow re-conditioning of the
personality. It leaves out vast areas of acute or de-
generative disease where such techniques, though not
irrelevant, are hardly practical for the doctor aiming at
rapid diagnosis. From a philosophical standpoint the
book is a valuable one and serves to remind the diagnos-
tician of the vast areas in the individual and his en-
vironment which exist even if his limited resources do
not allow him to explore them to the full.

I found it a stimulating and enjoyable work.
R. N. ANTEBI

THE PSYCHIATRIC EXAMINATION By Ian Stevenson (Pp. 234;
60s.) Churchill: London. 1969.

This book is the first for many years written in English
on this topic. Professor Stevenson in his preface states,
quite properly, that although our diagnostic categories
still have much value 'diagnosis is no longer such an
important goal as it once was' and 'the psychiatric
examination pays as much attention to the thought
content and the motivations of the patient as it does to
his abnormal behaviour and mental processes'.

This attitude underlies the author's approach to his
task. Although the mental examination which he
describes follows the orthodox pattern, he does indicate
how to import into the examination a search for the
dynamic factors which determine symptoms. This is
most clearly indicated in the chapter on the recognition
of common psychiatric syndromes in which he gives
examples from his experience of the connection between
somatic symptoms and emotional events which he
discovered during psychiatric examination and history
taking. Some more run-of-the-mill examples of the value
of a dynamic approach would have been useful. Perhaps
the author will consider expanding this topic in a later
edition. The chapter on the techniques of examination
gives good advice on a number of points and, in par-
ticular, how to avoid humiliating the patient and thus to
preserve a good psychotherapeutic relationship. Apart
from this he presents a comprehensive summary of the
tests which can be used by the doctor or by the psycho-
logist to complete the examination. The book is to be
welcomed for the instruction it gives on the psychiatric
examination which constitutes, and will remain, the
essential skill of the psychiatrist.

A TEXTBOOK OF PSYCHOSEXUAL DISORDERS By Clifford
Allen. 2nd edition. (Pp. viii + 478; 70s.) Oxford
University Press: London. 1969.

The second edition of Dr. Clifford Allen's authoritative
textbook brings his material into line with recent develop-
ments in the clinical and medico-legal aspects of psycho-
sexual disorders. In a comparatively obscure area of
clinical psychiatry, the author writes from an acceptably
eclectic standpoint, with clarity and at times almost
colloquially. All the well-known psychosexual deviations,
and many of the more exotic variety, are discussed in a
systematic manner, and the treatment possibilities,
highlighted. Classification of these disorders is basically
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