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book reflects its structure and content. A good intro- having gone from prevention to the roadside and
ductory section dealing with the anatomy of the through to rehabilitation, we are back at organiza-
visual system and some of its properties is followed tion, maps, and posters. There are curious juxta-
by sections discussing animal studies, visual per- positions which add to the impression of chaos. Next
ception in infants, and the perceptual disturbances to a report of complex studies with eight channel
which can follow cerebral lesions in man. Each records is an end-of-year message from the director
chapter is a discrete entity but the apt selection of of the Ambulance Service. The role of the nurse and
topics and the specificity of the overall theme make the importance of lactic acid rate chapters side by
the book a reasonably coherent whole. The import- side. Many of the specialists whose expertise is some-
ance of eye movements in the perceptual process is times called on in treating head injuries are repre-
particularly stressed, and it is a pleasant surprise to sented-plastic, ENT, orthopaedic, and thoracic
find discussions of both agnosia (by Vignolo and by surgeons-and this is useful. But how about this for
Hecaen) and the variables affecting the visual thresh- a title, 'Re-animation in polytraumatisms with
old (by Dubois-Poulsen) in the same volume. On cranioencephalic involvement or predominance'?
the other hand it is a pity that, in making the transi- In the penultimate section one hapless author deals
tion from seminar to chapter, three authors have with 'The diagnosis and treatment of head injuries',
failed to append a bibliography. in three pages!

There is little here that is new. The book will prob- This may have been a useful conference to attend
ably be of greatest value to the French reader as a and there are snippets of interesting information to
collection of discussions, written in French, of data be gleaned from reading the book. But to advance
which have previously been reported in other real understanding by exchanging data and ideas, a
languages; but it may also serve to introduce to some conference has to be limited to a single theme, and
English readers the work of authors who usually the speakers to a small number of acknowledged
publish in French-for example, Dubois-Poulsen on experts. Only the proceedings of such conferences,
visual thresholds, Vurpillot on visual perception in such as the Congress of Neurosurgeons in America or
infants, and Jeannerod on the role of eye movements the Ciba Symposia in Britain, are really worth pub-
in the perception of space. lishing, and deserve to be termed scientific works

G. RATCLIFF rather than souvenir programmes.
BRYAN JENNETT

HEAD INJURIES: Proceedings of an International
Symposium held in Edinburgh and Madrid
(Pp. 342; illustrated; £6.) Churchill Livingstone: ATLAS OF THE HISTOLOGY OF BRAIN TUMORS By
Edinburgh. 1971. Klaus J. Zulch. (Pp. 261; illustrated; DM 78,

There is a reaction setting in against the publication $22 60.) Springer: Berlin. 1971.
of conference proceedings. This book, which includes This book is intended to be a central atlas of brain
some interesting material, exemplifies the difficulty of tumours and, as such, is said to be a guide to the art
making a coherent literary work out of a conference. of classifying brain tumours correctly. I doubt if
An author can fairly be asked who his work was many neuropathologists will consider that either
written for and with what purpose. But the motives aim has been achieved, particularly as the author
behind conferences are complex. Whom you meet is himself admits that the reader should consult his
often more important than what is said; and as no other publications for more detailed descriptions.
one knows, until he comes and submits his manu- There is also no indication as to whether this Atlas is
script, what the other speakers will say, some dupli- aimed at experienced or trainee neuropathologists.
cation is inevitable. This is a tale of two cities but The former will no doubt enjoy the academic exer-
many of the hundred assorted nationals who con- cise of browsing through the book, questioning some
tributed did not go to both Edinburgh and Madrid. of the diagnoses and the terminology used, and
Some of the contributors verge on the parochial and, wondering why certain fields-and the reason is
although others were experts reporting serious often obscure-and magnifications have been chosen
studies, many were practising surgeons expounding to illustrate certain features. The trainee will be over-
their experience or parading their prejudices, without whelmed by 400 illustrations, a great variety of
the benefit of evidence. A number of contributions staining techniques, the wide use of the cresyl violet
are brief to the point of triviality, others turgid with stain, and the briefest of legends. One feels that the
platitudes. principal reason for their brevity is that they are
The sequence of chapters looks promising in the given in six languages. Clearly a great amount of

contents but it proves less satisfactory in the text. effort has gone into the preparation of this Atlas: it
Indeed we seem to start all over again in Madrid; is, therefore, a pity that one cannot be more enthu-
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