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    Abstract

        The brains of 12 cases of head injury have been submitted to gross pathological study and microscopic examination by the Weil-Davenport method, with special reference to the corpus callosum, internal capsules, and brain-stem in each case. Microglial clusters were observed in 11 out of 12 cases, the most common sites for these being the corpus callosum ipsilateral to the external applied force and the internal capsule and brain-stem contralateral to this applied force. This pattern of distribution of lesions remained constant in all cases. The nature, aetiology, and distribution of these lesions is discussed and it is concluded that such lesions arise from the formation of definite patterns of shearing forces which snap axons. These forces arise from the rotational movements set up within the skull resulting from the relative delay of movement of the brain with respect to the skull and dura mater.
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