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cerned rather than an attempt to compress the
history of psychiatry in general would have been
more appropriate. There are fairly clear descriptions
of the methodology of the study, and the authors
seem to be aware of many of the difficulties in
comparing the two hospitals. The tables are particu-
larly clear and helpful.
The overall results suggest little difference in out-

come of treatment at the two hospitals but some of
the subsidiary findings are of interest, particularly
the attitudes of relatives and patients themselves.
The main criticism of this type of study is how far
the results can be extended to other hospitals in the
area and more particularly to other areas of the
country.
The book is not cheap considering the rather

limited content and would probably be of interest
mainly to those involved in administration and
planning rather than the more general reader.

MICHAEL R. BOND

DEPRESSION By Ross Mitchell. (Pp. 112; illustrated;
50p.) Penguin: Harmondsworth. 1975.

This book is one of a series of Mind Specials pub-
lished by Penguin Books. In so doing they are co-
operating with MIND-The National Association
for Mental Health-a charitable organization con-
cerned with the prevention and treatment of mental
illness and handicap. This series of illustrated,
inexpensive paperbacks is 'aimed at students,
practitioners and non-specialists with a particular
interest in each topic'.
Dr Ross Mitchell is to be congratulated on under-

taking the difficult but important topic of depression.
He deals with a range of mood disturbance, covering
not only illness, but also grief and responses to other
crises in life, including the menopause and retire-
ment. The problem of depression is viewed from
many different perspectives, reflecting various
schools of thought. It is not possible to weigh in any
balance the aetiological significance of various
factors when some are drawn from fields of philoso-
phyor sociology, others from biology, pharmacology,
and organic disease. The author manages to convey
the complexity of the problem in simple language
which allows the reader to appreciate the multi-
faceted nature of the difficulty.

It is doubtful whether this book would be par-
ticularly helpful to a patient suffering from depres-
sion, but I am sure that it would be of some help to
many of those who live with patients subject to
depressive illness. It will be especially useful to those
with paramedical interests, but it should not be
neglected by medical men who are too busy to read
textbooks of psychiatry. A. M. SHENKIN

YEAR BOOK OF PSYCHIATRY AND APPLIED MENTAL
HEALTH 1975 Edited by F. J. Braceland, D. X.
Freedman, A. J. Friedhoff, L. C. Kolb, R. S.
Lourie, and J. Romano. (Pp. 475; £15.35.)
Lloyd-Luke: London. 1975.

This volume carries on the well-known Yearbook
tradition, now 75 years old. Eminent authorities edit
a series of sections, each containing abstracts of
papers published up till July 1974 with a linking
critical commentary. The book thus attempts to
combine the functions of a review journal and an
abstracting journal.

This edition has been published with commend-
able speed and it is well produced. Inevitably the
price is high. Is it a price that all psychiatrists should
be prepared to pay? The answer is no. It all depends
on the psychiatrist's area of interest. Some topics are
dealt with extensively and authoritatively, others
get very sketchy treatment indeed. There are 34
pages on biochemistry and pharmacology, 48 on
pharmacotherapy, but a derisory two and a half
pages (involving three papers!) on suicide. The
section on child psychiatry is six times as long as
that on mental retardation. Can it be that the very
short sections represent topics in which the editors
are not really interested? Let up hope that the
unevenness of coverage will be put right in the next
edition. Better to omit topics altogether than to give
them such cursory attention.

J. L. GIBBONS

MODERN PERSPECTIVES IN THE PSYCHIATRY OF
OLD AGE Edited by John G. Howells. (Pp. 630;
illustrated; £10.00.) Churchill Livingstone:
Edinburgh. 1975.

This is the 6th volume in the series of Modern
Perspectives in Psychiatry edited by Howells; it
purports to cover 'growing points' in the psychi-
atry particular to old age.
The individual chapters vary widely in their

range of appeal and clarity. The chapter on nos-
ology by Professor Sternberg of Moscow was so
terse as to be unintelligible, whereas some of the
American contributions were so verbose as to be
equally incomprehensible. Counter-balancing this,
the chapter, 'Facing Death' by Elizabeth Ross
(Illinois) was outstanding, and of value to any
doctor dealing with the elderly.
The book's main value is to postgraduates

studying for the MRCPsych. examination and
merits a place in a postgraduate library catering
for this group. Its two main flaws for them are
the fact that many of the references quoted will
not be readily available to those working outside
university centres, and the presence of potentially
misleading misprints or mistakes-for example,
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on page 86, the naive novice will be astonished to
learn that 'brain weight at 75 years of age is 56%
of the original weight'. On page 341 the drug
'Priadel' is spelt 'Priardel' twice, and the plasma
lithium levels suggested as a routine guide-that is,
'1-1.5 m equiv./l'-would produce an unneces-
sarily large number of neurotoxic effects in elderly
patients if unquestionably accepted.

Despite these criticisms, psychiatrists with a
particular interest in the elderly might consider
personally buying the book, and all postgraduate
psychiatric libraries should clearly possess a copy.

MICHAEL R. BOND

BOOKS RECEIVED
STRESS WITHOUT DISTRESS By Hans Selye. (Pp. 171;

illustrated; £2.75.) Hodder and Stoughton:
London. 1975.

SEX EDUCATION AND COUNSELING OF SPECIAL GROUPS
The mentally and physically handicapped, ill and
elderly. By Warren R. Johnson. (Pp. 213; $12.50.)
Thomas: Springfield, Ill. 1975.

BRAIN AND SLEEP Edited by H. M. van Praag and H.
Meinardi. (Dfl.42.50.) DeErvenBohn: Amsterdam.
1974.

FISIOPATALOGIA DELLO SCHEMA CORPOREO By Silvo
Fasullo. (Pp. 96; price not stated.) Scuola Grafica:
Palermo, Salesiana. 1975.

IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL By Joan Freeman. (Pp. 144;
illustrated; 65p.) Methuen: London. 1975.

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN AND STATISTICS By Steve
Miller. (Pp. 142; illustrated; 65p.) Methuen:
London. 1975.

FIRST EXPERIENCE IN PSYCHOLOGY By J. M. Gardiner
and Z. Kaminska. (Pp. 144; illustrated; 65p.)
Methuen: London. 1975.

NEW MIND, NEW BODY By Barbara Brown. (Pp. 464;
illustrated; £5.25.) Hodder and Stoughton:
London. 1975.

HANDBUCH DER MEDIZINISCHEN RADIOLOGIE: ROENT-
GEN (DIAGNOSIS OF THE UPPER ALIMENTARY TRACT
AND AIR PASSAGES, THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS AND
THE MEDIASTINUM) Vol.9 ByW. Schultze. (Pp.481;
illustrated; price not stated.) Springer: Berlin. 1974.

PSYCHIATRISCHE PHARMAKOTHERAPIE By 0. Benkert
and H. Hippius. (Pp. 252; illustrated; $8.10.)
Springer: Berlin. 1974.

KLINISCHE PSYCHOTHERAPIE IN IHREN GRUNDZUGEN
Edited by T. F. Hau. (Pp. 352; price not stated.)
Hippokrates: Stuttgart. 1975.

DOERR. SEIFERT. UEHLINGER SPEZIELLE PATHOLOGISCHE
ANATOMIE Vol. 9 By W. Schartzle and J. Hau-
brich. Pathologie des Ohres. (Pp. 258; illustrated;
$51.60.) Springer: Berlin. 1975.

ART AND HUMAN EMOTIONS By Egon Weiner. (Pp. 90;
illustrated; price not stated.) Thomas: Springfield,
I11.1975.

A VIEW INTO A MODERN STATE-OPERATED MENTAL
HEALTH FACILITY: THE MADDEN ZONE CENTER.
Edited by R. A. de Vito and R. P. Tapley. (Pp. 283;
$19.75.) Thomas: Springfield, I11. 1975.

THE ROLE OF DIAGNOSIS IN PSYCHIATRY By R. E.
Kendell. (Pp. 176; £3.50.) Blackwell: London.
1975.

HOMINOLOGY: PSYCHIATRY S NEWEST FRONTIER By
C. David Jones. (Pp. 216; $12.50.) Thomas:
Springfield, Il1. 1975.

UNE ANTHROPOLOGIE DE L INADAPTATION By Jean
Cordier. (Pp. 240; illustrated; price not stated.)
Editions de l'Universitd de Bruxelles. 1975.

ANTIEPILEPTISCHE LANGZEITMEDIKATION By H.
Helmchen. (Pp. 214; illustrated; $28.00.) Karger:
Basel. 1975.

ORGANISATION OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN DE-
VELOPING COUNTRIES (Pp. 41; Sw.fr.6.) WHO:
Geneva. 1975.

INVOLUNTARY TREATMENT OF THE MENTALLY ILL By
Michael Alfred Peszke. (Pp. 159; $10.75.) Thomas:
Springfield, I11. 1975.

Letters
PRIMARY INTRACRANIAL RHABDOMYOSARCOMA

PRODUCING PROPTOSIS

SIR,-With reference to the article on this subject by
S. Shuangshoti and C. Phonprasert, published in the
Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry
(1976, 39, 531-535) in which the authors state in the
description and summary: 'A suggestion is made that
the "medullomyoblastoma" should be classified as a
type of neoplasm of mixed mesenchymal and neuro-
epithelial origin', I take the liberty of suggesting that,
in the paper 'Central neuroblastic tumour associated
with smooth muscle fibres', published in European
Neurology (1975, 93, 258-272), the two components
of medullomyoblastoma have for the first time been
demonstrated by us by means ofelectron microscopy:
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