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disorders, new techniques have been
evolved, as in cerebral blood flow
studies, or where biopsy and neuro-
physiology are easy, as in peripheral
neuropathy and diseases of muscle. Are
the main advances of the future to
come from the laboratory? Is it really
true that the last thing to be, if you
aspire to a Nobel Prize in Medicine, is
a practising doctor? It may be so, but
there is plenty of good clinical observa-
tion here too. The author of page 389
who writes caustically that 'from
France, the homeland of Chauvin, have
come reports' of a well-known syndrome
described eponymously in favour of a
French writer, must be rather thought-
ful after reading the whole book which
concentrates on American contributions
even if not the seminal ones. But this
is a family celebration of a silver
anniversary and they have reason to
be proud of it. This is not a textbook
of neurology but the publisher's blurb
that it is a lure intended to bring new
talent into this most exciting and
challenging branch of the science
should be handsomely fulfilled.

J. A. SIMPSON

Human Communication and its Dis-
orders Volume 3 of The Nervous
System Volume Editor Eldon L.
Eagles, Editor-in-Chief Donald B.
Tower. (Pp. 576; illustrated; $15.00.)
Raven Press: New York. 1976.
The third volume of the series com-
memorating the 25th anniversary of the
National Institute of Neurological and
Communicative Disorders and Stroke
of the USA is at once the most difficult
to review and the most promising for
the future. It contains chapters on the
mechanisms of hearing which will
stretch neurologists and otologists alike
but which are essential for the full
understanding of the later sections on
the central processes of language and
on speech. Though the latter still suffers
from lack of objectivity, it is quite clear
that the necessary knowledge of brain
mechanisms essential for language and
speech functions is evolving and the
interest of neurology is at last turning
to the unique functions of the brain as
the organ of mind. If research is the art
of the possible (well exemplified by the
advances in peripheral neurology), the
next 25 years is bound to show major
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with special reference to clinical prob-
lems. The excellent atlas of brain and
brain stem at the end of the book is
now available in slide or filmstrip
format.

J. A. SIMPSON

rbital lom- Atlas of the Central Nervous System in
nterpretation Man 2nd Edition By Richard A.
Grossman, Miller and Ethel Burack. (Pp. 63; illus-
illustrated; trated; price not stated.) Williams and

y and Sons: Wilkins: Baltimore. 1977.
This atlas is based on part of the course

to provide a in neuroanatomy taught in the Albany
ciples, tech- Medical College. It stems from an
of this new appreciation of the importance of
and easily myelin-stained sections, cut in sagittal

ndeed quite and transverse planes, in the proper
ligal use of understanding of the neuroanatomical
would have configuration of the central nervous
an atlas of system.

arances pre- The first part consists of six repre-
ormat char- sentative levels of the spinal cord, and
ut supported 32 levels of the brain stem cut trans-
anatomical versely in the medulla and lower pons

readers un- with a gradual shift to frontal sections
f the brain, beginning in the rostral pons and pro-
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used. Each figure is accompanied by
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his standard code numbers.
arrangement Unfortunately this book fails to
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grammes but function as an atlas of the central
on neuro- nervous system for at least 12 of the

e revision of transverse and two of the sagittal figures
mic nervous are either not in focus or are of poor
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en used. A Furthermore, as a clinical neuro-
rays been the pathologist used to screening large cel-
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