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The Neuropsychology of Learning
Disorders: Theoretical Approaches
Edited by R. M. Knights and D. J.
Bakker. (Pp. 532; illustrated; £13.95.)
University Park Press: Baltimore,
London. 1977.
This book incorporates the Proceedings
of a NATO Conference held in 1975 to
discuss various aspects of the neuro-
psychology of disorders of learning. The
contributors were from a very wide
variety of disciplines including bio-
chemistry, physiology, and neuro-
psychology. The book is divided into
seven sections of which the last is a
summary and each of which is self-
contained, discussing such aspects as
Epidemiology and Social Implications,
Genetic and Maturational Variables,
Cerebral Dominance, but each illum-
inating important aspects of the overall
problem.

In a short review it is not possible to
consider individual papers in detail, and
it is more appropriate to comment upon
common themes throughout the book.
One is impressed by the wide variety of
models of learning disorder proposed by
the contributors, ranging from develop-
mental lag, through hemispheric
asymmetry and cognitive and perceptual
deficit, to attentional and arousal de-
ficits. Although these models and
theories each deal with very different
aspects of learning disorders, the topics
have been well chosen to integrate to-
gether in supplying an impressive con-
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consideration of three types of aphasia.
Despite its title there is next to nothing
in the entire work on other equally
important topics in neurolinguistics such
as developments in the study of the
neurophysiology of language and in the
study of non-aphasic disturbances. It is
regrettable also that Luria is led to
make a number of misleading and in-
accurate statements in the name of
linguistics which at times seriously dis-
tort the import of his message.
A failing in the first half, to my mind,

is the way in which he maintains that
the speaker-hearer of a language uses
the main features of a generative gram-
mar in the production and comprehen-
sion of speech. Nowhere does he refer
to the evidence that has been accumu-
lating over the past 15 years or so which
casts doubt on the validity of such a
belief. Nevertheless, there are some
thought-provoking formulations of vari-
ous aspects of linguistic performance
and these deserve attention by anyone
seriously interested in this perplexing
area of enquiry.
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