
Book reviews and books received

The chapter contains a use
investigations which can be
The book is so thoroug

Q able to highlight deficit ar
knowledge. This is especia
after reading the excellent
adolescent disorders and
Similarly the chapter on no
conduct disorder mentior
sponses from parents, s
community are not adequa
and it does not take mi
between the lines to realise
not know how best to man
disorders in society. Each c

,,excellent review bringing
right up to date without a
much basic knowledge ar
the chapters contain we]
references.

,ful table of ceptual overview of what
performed. a very diffuse area. After

;h that it is book, the most convincin
eas of basic studying the neuropsycholi
lly apparent ing disorders would seem ti
chapters on variate one allowing for m
delinquency. kinds of learning disorder
In-delinquent different underlying natui
is that re- with a different present.
school, and that kind of model, the b(
Ltely studied, an excellent introduction
uch reading lems of the neuropsycholc
that we do ing disorder, both for rest

Lage conduct are new to this area, and
,hapter is an are familiar with some as
the reader problems. Although the co

tssuming too held in 1975, the papers
,id manv of and large, dated seriou
11 over 100 £13.95, this book should fir

the bookshelves of p
D. S. JAMES neurologists, and clinical

who work with learnin,
children.

The Neuropsychology of Learning
Disorders: Theoretical Approaches
Edited by R. M. Knights and D. J.
Bakker. (Pp. 532; illustrated; £13.95.)
University Park Press: Baltimore,
London. 1977.
This book incorporates the Proceedings
of a NATO Conference held in 1975 to
discuss various aspects of the neuro-
psychology of disorders of learning. The
contributors were from a very wide
variety of disciplines including bio-
chemistry, physiology, and neuro-
psychology. The book is divided into
seven sections of which the last is a
summary and each of which is self-
contained, discussing such aspects as
Epidemiology and Social Implications,
Genetic and Maturational Variables,
Cerebral Dominance, but each illum-
inating important aspects of the overall
problem.

In a short review it is not possible to
consider individual papers in detail, and
it is more appropriate to comment upon
common themes throughout the book.
One is impressed by the wide variety of
models of learning disorder proposed by
the contributors, ranging from develop-
mental lag, through hemispheric
asymmetry and cognitive and perceptual
deficit, to attentional and arousal de-
ficits. Although these models and
theories each deal with very different
aspects of learning disorders, the topics
have been well chosen to integrate to-
gether in supplying an impressive con-
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search for the notes at the end of each
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consideration of three types of aphasia.
Despite its title there is next to nothing
in the entire work on other equally
important topics in neurolinguistics such
as developments in the study of the
neurophysiology of language and in the
study of non-aphasic disturbances. It is
regrettable also that Luria is led to
make a number of misleading and in-
accurate statements in the name of
linguistics which at times seriously dis-
tort the import of his message.
A failing in the first half, to my mind,

is the way in which he maintains that
the speaker-hearer of a language uses
the main features of a generative gram-
mar in the production and comprehen-
sion of speech. Nowhere does he refer
to the evidence that has been accumu-
lating over the past 15 years or so which
casts doubt on the validity of such a
belief. Nevertheless, there are some
thought-provoking formulations of vari-
ous aspects of linguistic performance
and these deserve attention by anyone
seriously interested in this perplexing
area of enquiry.

Books received
Rational Diagnosis and Treatment By
Henrik R. Wulff. (Pp. 182; illustrated;
price not stated.) Blackwell: Oxford.
1976.
Spinal Angiomas By M. J. Aminoff.
(Pp. 179; illustrated; £8.75.) Blackwell
Scientific Publications: Oxford. 1976.
The Basic Neurology of Speech By
Michael E. Espir and F. Clifford Rose.
Second Edition. (Pp. 150; illustrated;
£4.25.) Blackwell Scientific Publications:
Oxford. 1976.
Pituitary and Parapituitary Tumours
Vol. 6 in Major Problems in Neurology.
Consulting Editor John N. Walton,
Volume Editors John Hankinson and
M. Banna. (Pp. 217; illustrated; no price
stated.) W. B. Saunders: London. 1976.
Propedeutique Neurologique By J.
Cambier, H. Dehen, J. Poirier, and
J.-L. Ribadeau Dumas. (Pp. 208; illus-
trated; Fr.58.) Masson: Paris. 1976.
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8Books received and notices

Infantile Spasms By Joseph R. Lacy
and J. Kiffin Penry. (Pp. 169; price not
stated.) Raven Press: New York. 1976.
Predictability in Psychopharmacology
-Preclinical and Clinical Correlations
Edited by Abraham Sudilovsky, Samuel
Gershon, and Bernard Beer. (Pp. 303;
illustrated; $22.50.) Raven Press: New
York. 1975.
Complex Partial Seizures and Their
Treatment. Advances in Neurology
Vol. 11 Edited by J. Kiffin Penry and
David D. Daly. (Pp. 472; illustrated;
$24.95, Dfl.62.00.) Raven Press: New
York. 1976.
Blood-Brain Barrier in Physiology and
Medicine By Stanley I. Rapoport.
(Pp. 316; illustrated; $28.00.) Raven
Press: New York. 1976.
Clinical Pharmacology of Serotonin
Monographs in Neural Sciences Vol. 3.
Series Editor Maynard M. Cohen,
Volume Editors F. Sicuteri and E.
Schonbaum. (Pp. 139; illustrated;
$24.75.) Karger: Basel. 1976.
Anaesthesie und ZNS Technische
Gefahren der Anaesthesie Medikamen-
tose Wechselwirkungen Massivttrans-
fusion By H. Bergmann and B.
Blauhut. (Pp. 191; illustrated; $32.50.)
Karger: Basel. 1976.
Psychiatriatrie und Psychosomatik By
N. Petrilowitsch. (Pp. 191; illustrated;
$32.50.) Karger: Basel. 1976.
Proceedings XVIth International Con-
gress of Logopedics and Phoniatrics
Interlaken 1975. Edited by E. Ooebell.
Bern. (Pp. 550; illustrated; $69.25.)
Karger: Basel. 1976.
Neuroendocrine Regulation of Fertility
Edited by T. C. A. Kumar. (Pp. 322;
illustrated; $59.00.) Karger: Basel.
1976.
Institutional Neurosis Third Edition.
By R. Barton. (Pp. 83; illustrated;
£3.00.) Wright: Bristol. 1976.
Apes, Men and Language By Eugene
Linden. (Pp. 304; illustrated; 90 pence.)
Penguin: Harmondsworth. 1976.
Punishment-The Supposed Justifica-
tions By Ted Honderich. (Pp. 210;
£2.25.) Penguin: Harmondsworth. 1976.
Structura Si Functile Sistemukui Nervos
Central By A. Kreindler. (Pp. 459;
illustrated; price not stated.) Editura
Academiei: Romania. 1976.
New Directions in Sex Research
Edited by E. A. Rubinstein, R. Green,
and E. Brecher. (Pp. 172; $23.40.)
Plenum: New York and London. 1976.
Zerebrale Bewegungs-storungen im

Kindesalter By W. Kressin and M.
Rautenbach. (Pp. 152; illustrated;
DDRm.11.00.) Verlag Volk und
Gesundheit: Berlin. 1976.
Psychoanalyse heute Theorie und Praxis
in ihren Grundzugen Edited by T. F.
Hau and H. G. Arnds. (Pp. 191; price
not stated.) Hippokrates Verlag: Stutt-
gart. 1977.
Infonnationsverarbeitung im Zentral-
nervensystem Edited by Wolfgang
Haschke. (Pp. 252; illustrated;
Dm.60.00.) Gustav Fischer Verlag:
Jena. 1976.
Electrodiagnosis-A Handbook for
Neurologists By Mario P. Smorto and
John V. Basmajian. (Pp. 163; illus-
trated; $16.95.) Harper and Row: New
York. 1977.
Families and Family Therapy By
Salvador Minuchin. (Pp. 268; £2.90.)
Tavistock Publications: London. 1977.
Child Guidance and Delinquency in a
London Borough By Dennis Gath,
Brian Cooper, Frank Gattoni, and
Dorothy Rockett. (Pp. 190; illustrated;
£7.00.) Oxford University Press:
London. 1977.

Notices

The Association for Research in Ner-
vous and Mental Disease, Inc. will hold
its Annual Meeting on 2 and 3 Decem-
ber 1977 at the Hotel Biltmore in New
York City. This meeting will be de-
voted to Congenital and Acquired
Cognitive Disorders.
Dr Robert Katzman is the President

and Chairman of this year's Commis-
sion. A distinguished group of scientists
will review the clinical spectrum and
management of diseases that produce
amentias in the young and dementias
in the adult and the elderly. Special
attention will be given to biological
issues in the genesis of early infantile
autism and the role of perceptual loss
as a cause of cognitive dysfunction. An
analysis of the morphological and
physiological development of language
and cognitive function will provide a
basis for understanding the changes
that occur in disease. The nature of the

biochemical basis of amentias and the
consequent aberrant development of
cortical neurones occurring in the
course of metabolic disorders will be s
contrasted with the biochemical, mor-
phological, and ultrastructural changes
that occur in Alzheimer's disease/senile
dementia. The role of genetic factors
and latent viral diseases in the aetiology
of amentias and dementias will be
considered.

Further information about this meet-
ing can be obtained from the Secretary-
Treasurer of the ARNMD, Dr Roger
Duvoisin, Association for Research in
Nervous and Mental Disease, Inc,
Annenberg Building, Suite 14-02, 100th
Street at 5th Ave., New York, New
York 10029, USA.

A Neurological Conference will be held
at the University of Sussex under the
auspices of the Centre for Medical Re-
search at the University from Thursday
6 to Saturday 8 April 1978. Subjects to
be discussed are Pain, Neuropharma->
cology of the Basal Ganglia, Epilepsy,
Brain and Behaviour, Virus Disease of
the Nervous System, and Multiple
Sclerosis. Further information can be
obtained from Dr Simon Nurick, Hurst-
Wood Park Neurological Centre, Hay-
wards Heath, West Sussex RH17 7SJ,
England.

A

The Second World Congress on Pain
will be held at the Queen Elizabeth
Hotel, in Montreal, Canada, from Sun-
day 27 August to Friday 1 September
1978. All enquiries about the Congress
should be addressed to the Secretariat,
Second World Congress on Pain, 3587
University Street, Montreal, Quebec
H3A 2B1, Canada. Telephone (514)
392-6747. Telex 05-268510.

Correction
,A

Jacobs, L. (1977). Diabetes mellitus in
normal pressure hydrocephalus. Journal
of Neurology, Neurosurgery, and
Psychiatry, 40, 331-335. 4

In the section headed CRITERIA FOR
DIAGNOSIS OF DIABETES MELLITUS on
page 332 the number 20 should have
been 30. A
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