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Basic Psychiatry By Myre Sim and E. G.
Gordon. (Pp. 306; £3.75.) Churchill
Livingstone: Edinburgh. 1976.
That this book is in its third edition in
eight years is a sombre reflection on the
presumed orientation of the readers to
whom it is directed ('medical students,
nurses, occupational therapists, social
workers, psychologists etc'), and on
examination systems which perpetuate an
unreflecting regurgitation of facts. It is
written in the form of outmoded examina-
tion-style questions, some of which make
questionable implicit assumptions ('What
are the constituents (sic) of the unconsci-
ous?' p. 22), and dogmatic, generally
uncritical, and sometimes misleading
answers which give little guidance to the
inexperienced reader in forming a balanced
opinion on controversial topics.
Though some bias is inevitable, it

should be minimal in a basic text, especially
if no references are given. In this book, a
bias in favour of a crudely presented,
psychoanalytically-oriented psychopatho-
logy extends to dismissing Jaspers'
'Psychopathology' as 'all oversimplified'
(p. 43), to the omission of Schneider's
concept of first rank symptoms in the
section on schizophrenia, and to the
condensation of Durkheim's contribution
to the literature on suicide to six words
(p. 162).
Some sections are more carefully

written-for example, alcoholism and
some parts of the large prganic and
psychosomatic chapters-and the book
is well produced as would be expected
from this publisher. In view of the negative
loading, however, and the quality of some
of the competitors in the paperback field,
the book cannot be recommended.
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