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The Suicide Syndrome edited by Richard
Farmer and Steven Hirsch (pp 268;
£14-95) London: Groom Helm, 1980.
This book contains edited versions of
21 papers delivered by invited speakers,
most of them British, at a symposium on
suicide and parasuicide held at Charing
Cross Hospital in October 1978. Most of
the papers were interesting to hear and
they are still interesting to read. They give
an overview of current thought and
current work in these related fields. In
parasuicide in particular there are inter-

Book reviews

esting accounts of different ways of
looking at this all-too-frequent form of
behaviour which continues to impose a
considerable strain on the medical and
psychiatric services in Great Britain.
Different approaches to the assessment
and the management of patients who have
performed an act of self-poisoning or self-
injuryarealso described.Anyone interested
in self-poisoning-and that should include
all general physicians, psychiatrists and
general practitioners-can learn from this
book. This makes it all the more unfor-
tunate that the format of the book is
so unattractive with no attempt at
justification of the typescript.

JL GIBBONS

The Neurobiology of Dopamine edited
by A S Horn, J Korf, and B H C
Westerink (pp 723; $83.00) London:
Academic Press, 1979.
Research into cerebral dopamine func-
tion has been at the forefront of
neuropharmacological and neurochemi-
cal research for the past decade. The
importance of altered brain dopamine
function to neurology and psychiatry
has been emphasised by its apparent
role in movement disorders and schizo-
phreniform illness. The Neurobiology
of Dopamine has successfully at-
tempted to bring together all aspects
of dopamine research under one cover.
This work provides a comprehensive
insight into this field as a whole and
will be of general interest to those
working in brain research. The major
shortcomings of the volume lie in the
generally superficial approach to
individual topics and the fact that
some of the hypotheses put forward
have now been disproved or super-
seded. But until the present time there
has been no volume available to which
one could turn for such a complete
overview of cerebral dopamine func-
tion. It will be invaluable as the refer-
ence book for dopamine and as the
volume to which research students
and research workers entering this
field can be pointed to obtain a basic
knowledge of dopamine in biological
systems. In my opinion The Neuro-
biology of Dopamine will be an asset
to all those concerned with nervous
system function and its editors are to
be congratulated on producing a
thoroughly worthwhile addition to the
literature.
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