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topic, neglecting much contemporary
research, and would have been better
incltuced under th-e section on psy-
chiatry, where the other important links
between child psychiatry and mental
handicap tend to be neglected. The
distinguished contribution on epilepsy
clearly points to the need for further
research into the neurophysiological
aspects of this common secondary
handicap in the mentally retarded and
would have been better included in an
extended section on the neurological
aspects of the problem.
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much needed contribution to the pro-
fessional care of the mentally handi-
capped, and of value to students and
practitioners alike.

JA CORBETT

Photosensitivity and Epilepsy by ME
Newmark and J Kiffin Penry (pp 220;
$24-48) New York: Raven Press, 1979.
This book from the Epilepsy Branch,
Neurological Disorders Programme,
National Institute of Neurological and
Communicative Disorders and Stroke,
National Institute of Health, Bethesda,
Maryland is an extensive review of the
current knowledge on photosensitivity.
This is defined as "an abnormal
electroencephalographic or clinical re-
sponse to light" and does not include
other forms of photosensitivity such
as the dermatological ones. Although
the authors claim to have avoided "the
use of EEG terms in describing clinical
phenomena and vice versa" they have
not completely succeeded, for example
in the use of the term "photo-convul-
sive response." The large bibliography
quoted is very helpful but little is said
about discrepancies in the techniques
employed by various authors with con-
siderable diversity of results. A minor
portion of Grey-Walter's work has
been quoted and, in addition, there is
no mention of the large amplitude
discharges in the EEG in response to
single flashes of light in patients with
Bielschowsky-Janski's disease. In many
EEG laboratories anticonvulsant treat-
ment is suspended for 1-2 days prior
to the EEG: this is one of the most
common causes of abnormal responses
to photic stimulation in many centres,
and this aspect is not discussed. The
chapter on animal models of photosen-
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