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The Management of Pain edited by
JWFBeks (pp 4O2; $46-75) Amsterdam:
Excerpta Medica, 1979.
Fifteen authors contribute to the 20
chapters in this book, which contains
papers presented at a symposium held
in Cura7ao in November 1978. Many
of these presentations cover what by
now is familiar ground, and whilst

Book reviews and notices

from a number of chapters little new
emerges, there are some highlights.
Verbiest's appropriately long contribu-
tion on "Pains of spinal origin in the
lumbar and cervical area" is a
masterpiece of thoughtful review, com-
mentary and summary of his very
considerable personal experience-and
itself justifies the book as a whole.
Other useful, short and uncontrover-
sial topics include articles on the
surgical treatment of pain (Schiirmann),
on diagnostic, prognostic and thera-
peutic nerve blocks (Belopavlovic),
on stereotaotic surgery for pain relief
and on electrical stimulation of the
nervous system (both by Gybels), and
an article that considers methods of
measuring pain (Zwetnow). Some of the
other chapters, for instance those on
orofacial pain (which deals predomi-
nantly with dental pain), headache
mechanisms and migraine reveal little
new, and one questions the merit of
repetitive publication of well-known
material.

In summary, a book of patchy qual-
ity, with a few very well worthwhile
contributions, and perhaps deserving a
place in the library for occasional
reference. However, while it is reason-
ably produced, it is expensive, and the
presentation of some of the material
which includes spelling mistakes, neo-
logisms and ungrammatical sentences
indicates lapses of editorial surveil-
lance.

GD SCHOTT

Notices
The Volvo Awards for Back Pain
Research. The Volvo Company of Gote-
borg, Sweden is offering three prizes of
US $3,000 each for papers submitted
on (1) "Clinical Studies", (2) "Bio-
engineering studies" or (3) "Studies in
other basic science areas". Details are
available from: Professor Alf Nachem-
son, Sahlgren Hospital, S-413 45 Gote-
borg, Sweden.

The 3rd International Migraine Sym-
posium will be held in London, 17th
and 18th September, 1980. Enquiries
should be addressed to: The Director,
The Migraine Trust, 45 Great Ormond
Street, London WC1N 3HD.
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