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Disorders of the Nervous System. By
Alexander G Reeves. (Pp 240; £19-00.)
London: Year Book Medical Publishers,
1981.

This rather expensive little book, paper
bound, is intended as a preliminary
clinical text in neurology for medical
students. It is based on neurology teach-
ing to the medical students at Dartmouth
College in the USA. Although the text
itself consists of only 232 pages the first
100 pages are taken up by descriptions of
neurological syndromes, and by a dis-
cussion of the technique of the clinical
examination. Curiously the book begins
with a discussion of the clinical examin-
ation. Nothing at all is said about history
taking yet to most neurologists this is the
more important. The text itself consists
of chapters by various authors. The choice
of topics is somewhat idiosyncratic and
important diseases are given surprisingly
little space. For example, multiple sclerosis
is discussed in only two pages and no
attempt is made to describe the principles
of management of this disabling disease.
The chapter on stroke is, likewise, some-
what unsatisfactory. Transient ischaemic
attacks are defined as "a reversible episode
of neurologic deficit caused by vascular
insufficiency usually lasting no longer than
minutes, but occasionally persisting for
24 hours and rarely several days". This
is a description which must satisfy every
one to some degree but which can teach
nobody anything and can only lead to
confusion in the mind of the student.
Certainly, it seems clear that the author
does not know what a TIA is.

Despite these general and particular
criticisms there are some aspects of this
book which are well done. The chapter
on mass lesions, for example, gives a clear
and coherent account of the problems of
diagnosis and management in a concise
form. Likewise, headaches are discussed
in a sensible fashion. An attempt to
describe briefly all the tests and investig-
ations used in neurological practice is
very unsatisfactory largely because of the
brevity inherent in such a chapter. Despite
these criticisms it must be recognised that
it is a very difficult task indeed to write a
concise text book of neurology, retain an
overall view within a small compass, and
yet provide sufficient detail to survive
the scrutiny of neurologists used to longer
and more complete accounts of the
subject. There are good points in this
book which will appeal to many students

855

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jnnp.bm
j.com

/
J N

eurol N
eurosurg P

sychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.44.9.855 on 1 S
eptem

ber 1981. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://jnnp.bmj.com/

