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The book has been excellently edited by ment levels" of the computer both deter-

an academic in Chinese history. The style is mined by the operator before any analysis

consistent, references have been takes place, can have a very profound
thoroughly cross-checked and there are no effect on the usefulness, accuracy and

typographical errors. The same lady obvi- reproducibility of the results. Many of the

ously did not compile the index which is computer protocols therefore are a com-

inadequate. Renal failure for instance is promise between the ideal and the practi-

not indexed although there are several cal. One cannot help but be overawed by

paragraphs on the topic; the only pointer the impressive data handling capabilities of

under myelopathy is to visual evoked the methods described. The ability to pro-

potentials, diabetes gives no lead into vis- cess hundreds, indeed thousands of poten-

ual work or retinopathy. This is a pity tials, display the results in histograms,

because the text is designed for readers graphs and two dimensional contour maps

who wish to look up quickly different allows visual identification of trends deviat-

topics. The text is well laid out for such a ing from the normal. Many of the methods,

use but one needs a good index as well. however, continue to be based on the

This book would be a useful addition to foundation" definitions in neurology as to

the evoked potential literature. It has brev- what constitutes a normal unit, a

ity, and would provide a starting point from myopathic unit or a reinnervating unit.

which readers may set out to "confuse While a degree of controversy continues as

themselves". to the motor unit potential parametric
E SEDGWICK manifestations in these disorders, compu-

ter analyses techniques based thereon will
be as reliable as the basic tenets. Perhaps

Computer-Aided Electromyography. Prog- for that reason some of the methods
ress in Clinical Neurophysiology Vol. 10. described, while in use for a number of

Edited by JE Desmedt. (Pp. 334; $99.00.) years, have not found wide application.
Basel: Karger AG, 1983. Others, including the single fibre EMG

technique of Stalberg have received inter-

Each of the 13 chapters in this book is by a national accolade and general adoption, a

distinguished author in his or her own field. consequence of the innovative concepts

The book is tentatively introduced as a underlying the technique and its relative
do-it-yourself manual for computer orien- ease of application in the clinical setting.
tated electromyographers. The initial chap- The chapter by Stalberg and Antoni is par-

ter deals with power spectrum analysis of ticularly comprehensive and comprehens-
EMG signals and the final contribution is a ible with a description of the orginal single
most interesting description of the fibre EMG technique and recently intro-
advances in the myoelectric control of mul- duced modifications of scanning and macro

tifunctional prostheses. There are separate EMG. The application of these methods to

contributions on the analysis of interfer- clinical problems is convincingly presented.
ence pattern, motor unit firing, motor The computer analysis of motor unit
neuropathy, data processing in ergonomics potentials is confined to those evoked by

and investigation of mechanical waves in voluntary effort and omits any reference to

tendons. The bulk of the book, however, is computerised studies of evoked motor unit

devoted to computer recognition and potentials which can study a proportion of
automatic analysis of single motor unit the high threshold "voluntary motor

potentials evoked by minimal or moderate units". The inclusion of those methods
voluntary effort and recorded from either would have provided a complementary and
conventional concentric or modified needle useful addition to this treatise.
electrodes. The chapter by Guiheneuc et al A volume of this type bringing together
gives a comprehensive over view of the the specialised knowledge and experience
problems, pitfalls and possible solutions in of many respected authorities is long over-

computer programming for recognition due. It marks a number of different paths
and automatic detection of these signals. that may be followed in computer applica-
Most chapters correctly emphasise the tion to EMG. Some of these are well trod-
importance of the definition of the para- den, others destined to end in cul-de-sacs
meters of the motor unit potential both but some have already reached the broad
absolute, and relative to the gain and noise highway and are in use in well equipped
levels of the recording system to the prog- clinical laboratories.
ramming of computer recognition of poten- This is an important work for the grow-

tials. The "decision threshold" of the ing band- of enthusiasts for computerised
observer and the setting of the 'measure- electromyography to whom it can- be

Book reviews
recommended. It is essential reading for
anyone contemplating the introduction of
computerised techniques in the EMG
laboratory.

JP BALLANTYNE

Parkinson-Specific Motor and Mental Dis-
orders. Role of the Pallidum: Pathol-
physiological, Biochemical and Therapeutic
Aspects (Advances in Neurology Vol. 40).
Edited by Rolf G Hassler, Jacob F Christ.
(Pp. 515; $99.50.) New York: Raven
Press, 1983.

In a recent review in this journal I criticised
the wave of mass publication which floods
the reader with several monographs on the
same topic each year. Volume 37 of this
series was the object of the complaint. It is
no surprise to see volume 40 in the same
week that the previous review appeared.
Another conference? Yes. Sponsored?

Yes. Another easily acquired set of manu-
scripts by distinguished international
experts placed at the hand of the editors
and publisher? You guessed.

If the contributions are of uneven qual-
ity, the literary style sacrificed at the altar
of expedience and the editing and index
less than satisfactory, one has to concede
that this is a valuable compilation. Its value
lies in the vast amount of very recent
research, clinical and experimental which is
carried out, and presented in one volume,
complete with the latest references. As
such, it will be an invaluable if emphemeral
statement of" Parkinson's dise.Ase 1983" to
which all interested in the field will need
access. At this price however, its attraction
to the private buyer will be meagre indeed.

JMS PEARCE
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