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Flor-Henry's ideas may be unfamiliar to
some readers. His most important con-
tribution to knowledge was a study of
epileptic psychosis, published in 1969. He
found that patients with left temporal lobe
epilepsy tended to have a schizophrenic
picture to the psychosis while those with
right-sided lesions tended to have a depres-
sive or manic illness. This paved the way
for numerous studies on lateralised hemi-
spheric dysfunction in endogenous
psychosis-clinical, pathological, radio-
logical, electrophysiological and
neuropsychological. At the present time
the state of knowledge can only be
described as chaotic. Flor-Henry has
always championed the idea that left
hemisphere dysfunction underlies
schizophrenia and right hemisphere
dysfunction affective disorders. This is
almost certainly wrong, but Flor-Henry's
importance is not his insistence on the
precise form but a general appreciation
that hemispheric imbalance of some sort is
involved.

I would strongly recommend both
neurologists and psychiatrists to buy this
book, though at £35. it is not cheap. It is, in
my view, the first genuine attempt for 100
years to close the gap between neurology
and psychiatry.

It should be said that Flor-Henry is not
the best advocate of his own case. He is
prone to flight of ideas and overinclusion of
evidence which detract from his main
theme. Statements such as "One could
view. hysteria as an attenuated
forme fruste of schizophrenia in the
female" are unsupported. He also has a
tendency to misquote others' work to suit
his argument. This is a pity because he only
alienates the discerning reader.

In my view classical schizophrenia is
more likely to be an effect of right hemi-
sphere dysfunction, and a paranoid-
hallucinatory psychosis caused by left tem-
poral damage. These details are not so
important at the present time as the
recruitment of interest into the whole sub-
ject of hemisphere imbalance and
psychosis. Flor-Henry can at least take the
credit for this.

J CUTrING

Fish's Schizophrenia-Third Edition.
Edited by Max Hamilton. (Pp 236;
£10-95.) Bristol: PSG Wright, 1984.

Professor Fish's monograph has long been
valued by English-speaking readers for its
distillation of the views of many leading
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book dealing with a subject which is
expanding as rapidly as anxiolytic research
will be somewhat dated. Nevertheless, as a
reference background volume the book is
well worth reading. As part of a series of
volumes dealing with different classes of
centrally acting drugs it will provide a use-
ful addition to libraries.

P JENNER

Minute Eye Movement and Brain Stem
Function. By Davis Coakley. (Pp 112;
$46.00.) Florida: CRC Press Inc, 1983.
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ed in recent ing to the origin and interpretation of
)r advances microtremor. Of most importance is that
he mechan- the author has neglected the problem that
particularly brainstem insults may selectively destroy
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