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nerve connexions. A feature of the text is
the use of -"boxes", which have some
advantage when not used too frequently.
They separate discussion of certain ideas
(like the classification of mammalian nerve
fibres or the constant field equation) so that
the main flow of text is not interrupted.
The section on vision is again of very

high quality. Hierarchical and parallel pro-
cessing in the visual pathway is discussed,
with much attention paid, as is proper, to
the work of Hubel and Wiesel. It is difficult
now to understand what a step forward it
was to be able to describe the receptive
field properties of visual cortical cells.
However, it was only the chance observa-
tion that the best stimulus for cortical cells
was the edge of a glass slide as it was

inserted into a slide projector, rather than
the figure drawn on it, that led Hubel and
Wiesel to discover the orientational,
edge-detecting properties of these neurons.
These two sections make up the bulk of

the book. Some of the remaining chapters
are equally good, although others fall short
of the generally high standard. There is, for
example, a rather poor chapter on CSF,
which seems a limp accompaniment to a

much finer chapter on the physiology of
neuroglial cells. The chapters on muscle
spindles, spinal motoneurons and the con-
trol of movement illustrate integrating
mechanisms within the CNS. But these
again are upstaged by the chapter on the
nervous system of the leech and Aplysia.
The work of Kanders group on the simple
memory systems of Aplysia comes nearer
to living up to the book's title than any-
thing else that is covered. The study of
simple, invertebrate, nervous systems, in
which single neurons can be identified and
their individual functions studied, gives
remarkable insights into how phenomena
at neuronal and synaptic level can produce
complex behavioural actions. The book
ends with a section on neural development.
It takes innervation of muscle and plasticity
of the mammalian visual system as its main
examples, omitting, except for a few para-
graphs, some of the best examples of the
specificity of neural connexions discovered
in work on the optic tectum of amphibia.

It would be a carping reviewer who
would criticise this book. For the price, I
cannot recall a better produced volume.
The illustrations in two colours, have
almost all been redrawn and are excellent.
The paper is high quality and the lay-out is
so attractive that even my medical stu-
dents, who are not well-known for their
enthusiasm for new textbooks, were grudg-
ingly obliged to accept that at least it looks

nice, even if it does mean more work for
them! The problem is who is this book
directed at? It is not a book that can be
used throughout a physiology course-the
authors never intended that. The selection
of material is more along the lines of a
reader, to be dipped into for more informa-
tion on a favourite topic. For this purpose I
cannot recommend it too highly, it is a
book that can fire the enthusiasm.

J ROTHWELL

Epilepsy, Sleep and Sleep Deprivation.
Edited by R Degan, E Niedermeyer. (Pp
368; $88.50.) Amsterdam: Elsevier, 1984.

This book examines the connection bet-
ween epilepsy and sleep. Why does
epilepsy occur during sleep in some
patients but not in others? And why does
sleep deprivation produce epilepsy? More
than 500 papers have appeared on the use

of sleep deprivation as a tool to investigate
epilepsy. Do the results (the promotion of
epilepsy) merely depend on the fact that
sleep deprivation promotes sleep? The
book is a record of a 1982 German sym-

posium proceedings and a tribute to the
memory of Pierre Passouant, the director
of the Laboratory of Experimental
Medicine in Montpellier, France who for
25 years studied the relationship between
epilepsy and sleep. Many of the 57 con-
tributors to this book were Passouant' s

students; unhappily, none from the UK.
The most important section of this book

for clinicians is probably the final summary
by Roger Broughton, in which Penfield's
comments are recalled on learning that
hippocampal seizures recorded stereotacti-
cally in man could be selectively activated
in REM sleep. "How fascinating. Just
think, those seizures which produce the
'epileptic dreamy state' in wakefulness are
facilitated during sleep periods associated
with dreaming". However, the relationship
between mental activity and epileptic
phenomena during sleep and waking has
received only slight attention. Other
important sections of this book for clini-
cians include those on driving and epilepsy.
The State of Michigan appears to be the
most liberal with a one-year-period of
freedom from seizures and possible intro-
duction of a limited licence for driving to
and from work and the supermarket: in
contrast in Germany the EEG after- sleep
deprivation is used as a critical factor in
determining whether epilepsy is present or

not, and the ability to drive. There are use-

ful chapters on sleep and benign partial
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epilepsies in childhood, on the effects of
sleep deprivation, and on paroxysmal dys-
tonia during sleep (Lugaresi and Cirig-
notta) although the cause of dyskinetic
attacks during sleep is often obscure.
Strangely, chronopharmacology is neg-
lected and the possibility that antiepileptic
drug pharmacokinetics may vary several
fold over a 24 hour period dependant on
the time of drug administration with varia-
tion in absorption and metabolism is not
considered. The remainder of the book is
mainly of electroencephalographic and
experimental interest. Post-chapter discus-
sion in symposium proceedings forms one
of my betes noires and is particularly tire-
some here. "This is very important but I
feel a topic for the general discussion". " Dr
X has kindly agreed to postpone the discus-
sion of his paper". "To stay on time, we
have to transfer further discussion". Well
illustrated, referenced, and full of facts.
Recommended; or as an alternative; Sleep
and Epilepsy. Sterman G, Shouse MN,
Passouant P (eds) Academic Press New
York 1983.

JD PARKES

Development of Visual Pathways in
Mammals
Neurology & Neurobiology Series Vol 9.
Edited by Jonathan Stone, Bogdan Dreher,
David H Rapaport. (Pp 508; £52.00.) New
York: Alan R Liss Inc, 1984.

This book is the result of a satellite sym-
posium to the 29th International Congress
of the Union of Physiological Sciences,
held in Sydney, Australia in August, 1983.

Publication was achieved within a year,
evidently by means of requiring authors to
submit "camera-ready" typescripts. This
has the advantage of saving editorial,
typesetting and proofreading time, but the
effect of having each chapter set in a differ-
ent typewriter or word-processor face is
disconcerting in a glossy and expensive
book. Figure legends are easily confused
with main text, being in the same face.
The visual system is an experimentally

amenable and therefore relatively well
worked-out part of the brain, so its
development is therefore often taken as a
model for the development of the brain as
a whole. This may account for the popular-
ity of what would at first seem to be a
highly-specialised field, and for the large
number of eminent investigators, many of
whom are represented here. Some indeed
are in the list of contributors without being
in the book (Hoffmann, Kulikowski,
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