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Symposium This volume contains 60 papers presented
;ent. at the 33rd Annual Meeting of the German
Four sections: Neurosurgical Society held in Kiel in May
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The index is The prognosis of posterior fossa tumours

in childhood is no longer such a simple
DN RUStiTON matter as it used to be. However, the

situation will not be clarified until
neuropathologists reach a consensus of

ranial Bleed- opinion on their nature. For instance, there
s in Infancy. is an 18% incidence of spongioblastoma in
Volume 11.) Essen, and apparently none in London.
3rock and M The problem is not confined to gliomas.
Heidelberg: Medulloblastomas, differentiated and
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There is no easy solution to this, but until
one is reached, it is almost impossible to
evaluate the results of surgery or to
attempt prognosis.
There are several other articles of inter-

est, including the application of auditory
evoked potentials to the localisation of
tumours in children, which may be particu-
larly helpful in the very young. The pineal
region is also discussed in three papers.
Not only are the foregoing articles worth

reading, but also several of those that have
not been mentioned. The book is com-
mended to neurosurgeons, especially to
those with paediatric interests, and to
paediatric neurologists.

PETER H SCHURR

The Muscle Testing Handbook. By Virginia
Pact, Marcia Sirotkin-Roses and Joseph
Beatus. (Pp 194; $22.00.) Boston: Little,
Brown & Company, UK Distrib: Quest
Publishing Agency, 1984.

This slim handbook fulfils its function as
ian easy reference and helpful guide to the
techniques of manual muscle testing" to be
used at the bedside, in the examining room
or in the laboratory. It covers all the usual
muscular systems plus the sometimes neg-
lected area of facial muscles. In addition
there is a particularly useful section which
deals with the difficult subject of testing
muscle function in young children.
The book opens with an informative sec-

tion on the principles of examinations
which includes definitions of three grading
systems (MRC, Lovett and Kendall), some
common pitfalls encountered in muscle
testing and a short description of the com-
plexities of shoulder and thumb move-
ments. In a logical progression each muscle
is examined in turn; the recommended
method for testing is demonstrated through
photographs coupled with a brief but useful
comment on the examining technique
together with the function and major and
minor innervation of the muscle. One cri-
ticism is that it is not always clear from the
photographs exactly where the muscle of
interest lies. However, in its favour this
book also illustrates alternative testing pos-
itions and, most importantly, incorrect test-
ing positions. The book concludes with the
obligatory sections on plexuses, nerves and
dermatomes.

In conclusion, this book is easy to use
and can be recommended to those indi-
viduals who require quick access to the
well-established techniques of manual
muscle testing.
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