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a specific test involving cell motility in an
electrical field.

Following a description of the patho-
physiology of the disorder, there is a review
of treatment which includes a consideration
of immunotherapy, plasmapheresis, dietary
treatments, anti-infective treatment and the
recently controversial use ofhyperbaric oxy-
gen. The clinical trials involved in assessing
these various treatments are critically
reviewed and Matthews considers the means
of managing specific symptoms arising in
the course of the disease, that is, psycho-
logical problems, tremor, spasticity and
others. The book finishes with two elegant
chapters on current views of the immu-
nological and the genetic aspects of the dis-
order and the neuropathology of the disease.

Beautifully produced and well-indexed
this volume is essential for all those involved
in clinical neurology and with the investi-
gation of the problems of multiple sclerosis.
Hopefully in years to come further editions
will keep us equally up to date with devel-
opments and an improved understanding of
multiple sclerosis but here with the 1985
volume we have as good a review of the
problem as exists in the world literature.

JB FOSTER

Clinical Neurosurgery. (Congress of Neu-
rological Surgeons Vol 32.) Editor-in-Chief:
John R Little. (Pp 680; £54-00.) Baltimore:
Williams & Wilkins, 1985.

This book is the published proceedings of
the 1984 Meeting of the Congress of Neuro-
logical Surgeons of America, and comprises
660 pages divided into seven sections. The
first section contains the presentations by Dr
Rizzoli who was the honoured guest and he
gives a fascinating and first-hand account of
Dr Walter Dandy's contribution to neuro-
surgery. There is also an interesting chapter
on "Dandy's brain team" and the life of a
neurosurgical resident at that time.

There are sections on cerebro-vascular
surgery, cerebello-pontine angle tumours,
trigeminal neuralgia, pineal tumours, orbital
tumours and hydrocephalus. Most of the
chapters have a strong clinical bias and are
generally well-written and adequately illus-
trated. There is a very good chapter on
cerebral arterial spasm which, for me at any
rate, encapsulates the scientific knowledge
to date behind this serious neurosurgical
problem, especially for those without a
detailed background in the intricate bio-
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In general, I think this is a book that
should be thoroughly recommended for

osis. By Erwin medical students and I suspect it will find its
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)'Edinburgh: shelves. The frequent anatomical drawings
are particularly valuable.
With a little attention to detail in the text,
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tems. There are similarities with Practical
Neurology, by WB Matthews, which is a
gem. Here, chapter headings are entitled,
"Right-sided Weakness" and "Left Gaze
Paresis", "Galactorrhea and Double
Vision," "Sudden Difficulty Speaking". The
approach is one of short clinical
presentations of typical cases and a logical
thinking-aloud of the thought process
involved in reaching an anatomical diagno-
sis. The authors are to be congratulated on
the simplicity of the text and the simple but
adequate line drawings which are always on
the page facing the relevant text. This makes
it easy to assimilate the anatomical path-
ways. Many drawings were repeated several
times in the book. They described the fea-
tures which would lead one, for example, to
conclude that the corticospinal tract was
involved in a lesion, for example, brisk jerks
and a positive Babinski sign, but as with
many neurological --texts, they do not
adequately describe the various-patterns of
weakness typical of, in this case, a pyramidal

JE REES

Neurobiology: Molecular Biological Ap-
proaches to Understanding Neuronal Func-
tion and Development. (UCLA Symposia on
Molecular and Cellular Biology. New Series
Vol 24). Edited by Paul O'Lague. (Pp 212;
£52-00.) New York: Alan R Liss Inc, 1985.

The work is a record of one of the UCLA
Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Bi-
ology which were established in 1972, to
provide an interdisciplinary forum for sci-
entists involved in new developments in
biological research. The present volume
presents new developments in the molecular
biological approach to understanding neu-
ronal function and development.
The book contains a series of detailed

papers dealing with cytoskeletal archi-
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