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Masters than current ones. Jacques Lacan's
account (1932) from his thesis, of The case of
Aime or self-punitive paranoia, makes com-
pulsive and very Gallic reading-it starts
with the attempted assassination of a
famous actress.
The editors use the word "seminal" in

their introduction, and indeed on the cover.
What harvest has the seed produced? At
best, the authors provide superb examples of
descriptions and understanding of abnormal
experiences. An interest and skill in this
activity is essential for all psychiatrists. In
addition, naturally, there are attempts to
"explain" these phenomena, or to trace their
origins, or delineate the "fundamental dis-
turbance". It is tempting to say that the all-
too-familiar array of such explanations,
which are still very much with us, were lim-
ited by the lack of the technical expertise
which is now becoming available. But this
may be more of a philosophical problem
than a scientific one. In this respect, the most
recent essay, by Professor Janzarik from
Heidelberg, is of particular interest. In The
Crisis in Psychopathology (1976), he gives, in
the editors' words, "both an apology and a
concise review of the trends in psycho-
pathology during this century". In it, he
states the "truly effective psychiatric treat-
ment can never be developed until definitive
psychopathological entities are established".
But a "definitive psychopathological entity"
is fundamentally a theoretical concept, and
treatment may be truly effective for reasons
for which no theory yet exists. On the other
hand, "effective treatment" needs to be
assessed by reliable and generally agreed cri-
teria. In the process of devising our current
criteria, something has been lost, and this
collection reminds us ofjust how much, and
how little, that is.

JLT BIRLEY

Medical Mimics of Psychiatric Disorders.
(Progress in Psychiatry series) Edited by
Irl Extein and Mark S Gold. (Pp 198;
£15.00.) Washington: American Psychiatric
Press Inc. UK Distributors: Cambridge
University Press, 1986.

In the last few years it has become
increasingly difficult for more than two clin-
icians or scientists to meet without one of
them suggesting that a book containing their
utterances should be published. The greater
appreciation of quantity over quality and
the financial rewards of the exercise, coupled
with the technology that allows fast pro-

cessing of the written word, are some of the
aetiological factors in this epidemic which
threatens to engulf us all and for which
effective treatment is anxiously awaited.
The American Psychiatric Association

has now decided to add to this paper moun-
tain by publishing the contributions to some
of the yearly symposia in a series entitled
Progress in Psychiatry. The current volume,
one of the first in the series, contains a mot-
ley collection of papers dealing with the
neurological screening of psychiatric
patients, psychiatric manifestation of seizure
disorders, associations of hypothyroidism
and hypothalamic-adrenal system disorders
with affective and other psychiatric illness,
depression in drug addicts and medication
and toxin induced psychiatric disorders. At
best, as in the seizure disorders chapter, the
reader is presented with a rambling, over-
long review of the subject. At worst, and
there are numerous examples of this, the
aspiring psychiatrist is regaled with a
detailed description of auscultatory per-
cussion as a means of detecting subdural
haematomas. Perhaps only those interested
in learning about this archaic procedure in
the era of brain imaging should be encour-
aged to buy the book. The rest of us can find
better uses for our money.

Neuroendocrinology: a Clinic
Mary L Forsling and Ashley G
206; £22 50.) Beckenham: Croc
1986.

In their introduction, the au

slim volume make no apol
physiological/biochemical bias
tially clinical test. This is a

approach but has led to
unbalanced review of clinical
crinology. Most of the chap
excellent sections concerned w
iology of pituitary hormone re

control by the hypothalamus
tions on clinical management
deal less comprehensive and
sparse. One suspects that the
for the book was simply
crinology" and that "a clinic
added as an afterthought.
authors themselves were unc

their potential readership. It
that the text might be suitab
hospital doctors, senior medi
specialists in non-endocrine
scientists and paramedical wo

657

sections of the book will be of interest to all
of these I doubt whether, as a single text, it is
suitable for any. Clinicians, for example,
would be disappointed to find no chapter on
the radiology of neuroendocrine disease and
no chapter on the neuro-opthalmological
complications of pituitary disease.
Minor criticism must also be made of the

proof reading prior to publication. The
structure of TRH, for instance, is shown
under the heading "TSH". It was also dis-
concerting to note that the third reference in
the introductory chapter is incorrect.
The book is good in parts, and the chapter

on posterior pituitary function is particu-
larly worthy of mention, but I doubt
whether it can compete with texts on neuro-
endocrinology which are already available.

NF LAWTON

The Neurology of Schizophrenia. (Handbook
of Schizophrenia Vol 1.) Edited by HA
Nasrallah and DR Weinberger. (Pp 430;
$92.50.) Amsterdam: Elsevier Biomedical
Press, 1986.

Although this is not the only handbook
MARIA A RON series on schizophrenia which appears to be

in publication at the present time, this first
edition certainly does credit to the overall
potential of the series. Entitled The Neuro-
logy ofSchizophrenia it consists of a series of
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