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Respiratory Emergencies. By E H Sawicke,
M A Branthwaite. (Pp 88; £7.95.) Guildford:
Butterworth Scientific, 1988.

This small volume, written by two respira-
tory experts from the Brompton Hospital, is
aimed at relatively junior doctors who may
be faced with respiratory emergencies largely
within the hospital environment. There are
ten chapters, the first covering the diagnosis
ofrespiratory failure and the others the man-
agement of the commoner forms of respira-
tory failure such as central respiratory
depression, acute asthma and pulmonary
embolism. Each topic is presented in two
sections, firstly clinical features and then
management. The approach to management
is simple, clear and practical, born of experi-
ence. A wealth of useful information is com-
pressed into a mere 80 pages and inevitably
the succinctness of the prose means that
every sentence needs to be carefully read and
considered.

There are clear line drawings and tables
but the radiographs shown are rather small
and lacking in detail. The ECG traces would
be more useful if the salient features were
pointed out rather than assuming the reader
knew what to look for.
At £7.95 this paperback is a good

investment for any house physician, house
surgeon, casualty officer and intensivist in
training.

L LOH

Endovascular Treatment of Craniofacial
Lesions. (Surgical Neuroangiography Vol 2.)
By P Lasjaunias, A Berenstein. (Pp 450; DM
298.00.) Berlin: Springer Verlag, 1987.

Embolotherapy for lesions in the head and
neck has been performed in many centres
over the past 10 to 15 years. Nevertheless, it
is difficult to assess the real value and efficacy
of the techniques used in different patholo-
gies because, even in published series, only
small numbers of patients have been treated.
These two expert "surgical neuro-
angiographers" have extensive experience
and they have distilled this into an excellent
textbook which draws together technical,
theoretical and practical aspects of
embolotherapy and lays out the basis of the
indications for its use in the cranio-facial
area. The book begins with a reasoned dis-
cussion of patient preparation, type of cath-
eter and delivery systems and embolic
agents; the major indications for their uses,
the ease with which they can be used and
their relative hazards are described. The
authors then discuss different pathologies,

for example, dural and bony tumours, naso-
pharyngeal tumours, arteriovenous fistulae,
dural arteriovenous malformations, cranio-
facial haemangiomas etc. Each topic is con-
sidered in detail including epidemiology,
pathology, clinical findings and natural his-
tory, pre-therapeutic evaluation and the
technique of embolisation. There are also
special sections on complications and
management problems.
The text is liberally illustrated with high

quality angiographic studies, clearly labelled
and explained by a detailed step-by-step
description of the abnormality and the treat-
ment undertaken. The authors' wide experi-
ence gives authority to their views about the
indications for embolisation, the likelihood
of either success or failure to eliminate a
tumour or malformation, and the risk of
side-effects.

This book provides an excellent base upon
which clinicians and radiologists not yet
engaged in craniofacial embolisation can
begin to develop such a service. The authors'
successful results in established techniques
and in innovative areas are a challenge to
those who already practice these techniques.
The book is the second in the series of four
by the same authors; it can be read in iso-
lation, but there are many intriguing refer-
ences back to the first volume on the
complexities of the normal craniofacial vas-
culature which made one wish to have a
copy!

This expert fully referenced text of almost
450 pages costs DM 298 and will be an asset
to clinicians in many specialities whose remit
includes pathology in the head and neck. It
will be invaluable to all radiologists involved
with craniofacial embolisation. The book
stresses that the crucial factor in successful
surgical neuroangiography is a close,
informed clinical/radiological co-operation.
This book goes much of the way to pro-
viding the information upon which such a
collaboration can be built. It should be avail-
able in the departmental and hospital
libraries in all institutions where head and
neck lesions are treated and will be of partic-
ular interest to plastic surgeons, ear, nose
and throat surgeons, neurosurgeons and
neuroradiologists.

E TEASDALE

Van AUlen's Pictorial Neurologic Tests, 3rd
ed. By Robert L Rodnitzky. (Pp 247;
£16.00.) Chicago: Year Book Medical Pub-
lishers. UK Distrib: Wolfe Medical, 1988.

This is described as a guide to the per-

formance and interpretation of the neu-
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rological examination and is aimed at
medical students and junior hospital doc-
tors. This is the third edition, indicative of
the popularity of this work. The first section
(73 pages) concentrates on history taking
and the basic neurological examination with
particular attention to the cranial nerves,
motor functions, reflexes and sensory
findings. The next section (about 100 pages)
covers the application of the examination in
the interpretation of abnormal signs and
syndromes. This is the strength of this work
which is well illustrated with simple dia-
grams. There are very good sections on cra-
nial nerve disorders and root compression
and peripheral nerve entrapment syn-
dromes. There is also a useful section on the
examination of the infant with clear docu-
mentation of normal developmental mile-
stones.
The final section (over 50 pages) describes

briefly laboratory investigations with particu-
lar emphasis on electrodiagnostic studies,
and radiology-the last including CT and
MRI scanning. There are descriptions of
brief tests of cognitive function and lumbar
puncture.
My criticisms are few. Inevitably in a book

of this length details of clinical problems
may appear uneven or sketchy; for example
the findings in strokes are only briefly
described. In Figures 86 (E) and 98 (C) the
hatching or shading appears to be missing.
Autonomic function is poorly covered: the
use of variations in heart rate is not men-
tioned.

It is produced as a paperback with some-
what small print (for elderly eyes) and is too
large for the pocket, but the cost is reason-
able. In my view this work will secure a place
in the instruction of the readers for which it
is designed. How well it will compare with
rival works as those of Bickerstaff's "Neuro-
logical Examination in Clinical Practice"
and Ross's "How to Examine the Nervous
System" is uncertain: I find these last two
works superior although with a different
format.

T FOWLER

Clinical Management of Dysarthric
Speakers. Edited by Kathryn M Yorkston,
Kathleen R Bell, David R Beukelman. (Pp
397; £25.00.) Basingstoke: Taylor and
Francis, 1987.

There are not many books on dysarthria-
and few, such as this, which cover aetiology,
neuropathology, assessment and diagnosis
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