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Aging o0 the Brai anRd Azneimer salsee.
(Progress in Brain Research Vol 70.) Edited
by DF Swaab, E Fliers, M Mirmiran, WA
Van Gool, F Van Haaren. (Pp 525; $169.00.)
Amsterdam: Elsevier Science Publishers,
1986.

This 70th volume of the Progress in Brain
Research series contains the proceedings of
the 14th International Summer School of
Brain Research in Amsterdam in August
1986, and published over a year later. Since
that time the research in this area has
advanced considerably and particularly the
molecular biology both of the putative
familial Alzheimer's disease gene located to
chromasome 21 and also the elucidation of
amyloid. The precurser of the amyloid
deposited both within blood vessels and the
centre of the senile plaque in Alzheimer's
disease has been elucidated, probes devel-
oped and the gene also located to chro-
masome 21. In the light of these important
advances what can this book offer?
The main strength is that it presents a col-

lection of reviews rather than simple
research abstracts although there is clear
variation in the general style. In general the
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M ROSSOR

Advances in Headache Research. Current
Problems in Neurology 4. Edited by F
Clifford Rose. (Pp 280; £28.00) London:
John Libbey & Co Ltd, 1987.

The growing interest in migraine is reflected
in the presence of 500 symposiasts present at
the biennial meeting and in the accom-

panying mini-symposia and satellite meet-
ings of the International Headache Society
and World Federation of Neurology
Migraine and Headache Research Group.
The organisation and prompt publication of
the proceedings do credit to the experienced
editor Frank Rose.
The publication spans 278 pages and 41

papers. It is divided into five sections. The

first three deal with migraine pathogenesis,
vascular aspects and therapeutics; the fourth
concentrates on cluster headache and the

fifth with other types of "idiopathic head-

ache." The contents inevitably vary in

approach and value, ranging from a simple

603
textbook type of survey of beta-blockers,
through clinical trials of diclofenac, nasal
dihydroergotamine to scientific studies of
assymetries of blood flow (Levine, Welch et
al) and critical hypotheses of for example
sensory connections of cephalic vessels
(Moskowitz; Edvinsson et al). Platelet and
basophil studies are described, peptides,
dietary tyramine and wine are updated and
fluid retention, menstrual and endocrine
investigations are still unresolved enigmas.
Newer techniques of single photon emis-

sion tomography provide useful informa-
tion non-invasively, and spectral analysis
and topographic mapping (Schoenen, Jam-
aer and Delwaide) show interesting uni-
lateral EES changes even in common
migraine. It is pleasing to learn how much
more data are accumulating, but its very
diversity confirms the neurologist's tradi-
tional view of migraine as a disorder of func-
tion with protean expression and
multifactorial aetiologies. Thus, a unified
explanation, or a series of identifiable mech-
anisms leading to rational treatment still
evade us.

This book is packed with useful data. It is
warmly recommended as a vital source of
references for the migraine research worker.
The clinician too, will be able to familiarise
himself with all that's new in the migraine
world.

JMS PEARCE

Surgery of the Third Ventricle. Edited by
Michael LJ Apuzzo. (Pp 872; £149.00.)
London: Williams & Wilkins, 1987.

This is an excellent book and should be an
essential requirement for any library of a
neurosciences department, for although
principally for surgeons in that there is a
sizeable proportion of the book devoted to
operative technique, there is information
that would be invaluable to neurologists,
neuropsychologists, neurophysiologists,
neuro-radiologists and those involved with
neurooncology.
From a surgical point of view the chapters

on the operative approaches to the third
ventricle and its surrounding anatomy are
outstanding. The text, diagrams and photo-
graphs are all extremely clear and of good
quality, and although there is inevitably
some overlap, this is very much to the
benefit of the reader. It is also of note that
the difficulties and problems associated with
the various approaches are given mention.
Although the information in many of the
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