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Companion to Psychiatric Studes 4th edition.
Edited by R E Kendell, A K Zeally. (Pp 827;
£42.50.) Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone,
1988.

The Companion to Psychiatric Studies has for
many years been the principal textbook used
by postgraduate students of psychiatry,
though its ascendant position has been
challenged recently by the appearance oftwo
competing textbooks from the Maudsley
Hospital and Oxford. The fourth addition of
the book will without doubt re-establish its
position as the leader in the field.
The problems confronting the editors of

any textbook of psychiatry are enormous.
The subject does not have the clear boun-
daries as, for instance, a discipline like
neurology. Knowledge of the causes of the
major mental illnesses is still in its infancy,
and for many conditions treated by psy-
chiatrists there are competing and often
mutually exclusive perspectives. This leads to
the difficulty of how to be comprehensive
without being over inclusive. The principal
North American textbook of psychiatry
covers three weighty volumes and exem-

plifies the latter problem. The Companion, in
marked contrast, manages in less than 800
pages to give a clear and concise overview of
the subject.

In this new edition the editors have
introduced two completely new chapters, on
psychiatric epidemiology and epilepsy, as
well as re-writes, by new authors, of seven

other chapters. All the remaining chapters
have been substantially updated. The format
of the book is as in previous editions, with
the early sections focusing on the sciences
and allied disciplines relevant to psychiatry.
The remaining 28 chapters cover the range of
problems seen in psychiatric practice in-
cluding sections on mental handicap, child
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colour would have added to the cost of the
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This work will be a most useful addition to
the library of any department of anaesthe-
thetics or neurology and is competitively
priced to be affordable by the individual;
those who do buy it and who make use of it
will consider the money well spent.
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RJ DOLAN Churchill Livingstone 1988.

Since 1980 magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) has evolved from the research
laboratory to become a routine part of

Simpson, diagnostic radiology and although there is a
Guildford: plethora of specialist journal articles and

several books devoted to it, the overall place
ofMRI in the diagnosis of cranial disease is

physiology only now being established. Allen Elster in
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ably now of Medicine, North Carolina, has attempted
iality. The to consolidate the sum of knowledge of
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