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Linguistic Investigations of Aphais
tion. By RUTH LESSER (Pp 207; El
don, Cole & Whurr, 1989.

s one. Who This is the second edition of an influential
gan atlas on and useful introductory book on linguistic
Ild it be and approaches to aphasia. The book is concer-

ned with the contributions of linguistics to
lin Adams" our knowledge of aphasic disorders and the
d of myelin central chapters are reproduced with little
rations have change from the earlier edition. The author
L The atlas starts with an introduction to the medical
iques which and clinical background to aphasia and by
y's research. giving an account of the areas of linguistic
colour and theory relevant to aphasic disorders.
roduced by Retained in its previous form is a review of
us range of the application in aphasiology of De Saus-
I immuno- sure's contrast between selection and com-

-re are scat- bination and Chomsky's distinction between
Dme CT and competence and performance. The cognitive

impairments observed in aphasic patients
e is slightly other than aphasic difficulties are then briefly
n an atlas as reviewed. Disorders of primary functions
ie form of and disorders secondary to language dysfun-
in each sec- ction are covered, as are impairments
and refer to associated with lesions outside the language
cks of text areas. However, the amount of space

Ire separate allocated to these areas is inadequate to
)rmation in provide a sufficiently detailed review.
to allow the In the next two chapters the role of
tures and to semantic relationships is explored and the
I recognise significance of these to the difficulties

rave seen the experienced by aphasic patients. Unfortun-
;casions and ately much of the work published more

ks of a wide recently on category specific deficits is either
ques. They not included in the text"2, or is added in a

eached with summary at the end ofthe chapter. Similarly,
stochemical the two subsequent chapters on investiga-

tions of syntax and phonology have not been
chapters. In brought up to date. In addition, many of the
itions cover references published several years ago are
tructure and quoted in the text as still "in press".
man and in More recent studies in neuropsychology
:hapter on and psycholinguistics are collected in a final
studies of chapter entitled "Psycholinguistic and
iapters deal sociolinguistic applications of linguistics to
,y, histology aphasia". Areas covered here include further
mmunology developments of what I presume to be Mor-
clerosis in a ton's logogen model of lexical processing,

PET (Positron Emission Tomography),
ple sclerosis studies of regional blood flow during lexical
vidual view, processing and recent work on sentence
f ideas and processing. The final section is concerned
an excellent with clinical measures and applications and
-h multiple should be of use to the practising clinician.
hologically. The contribution of the second edition of
s so that the this book is to include new techniques and
ieurologists, findings as well as recent theoretical develop-
interested in ments relevant to aphasia. Overall, the book
aspects of provides a comprehensive review of linguis-

tic approaches to aphasia. I would par-
ROWELLER ticularly recommend the two chapters on

syntax and phonology. Here the author gives
sia, 2nd Edi- a stimulating and readable account of the
17-50.) Lon- grammatical and phonological difficulties in

aphasia, the latter being considered both in
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terms of neuromuscular incoordination and
as a central linguistic dysfunction. The book
as a whole provides a good starting point for
students and professionals interested in lan-
guage pathology. Some prior knowledge of
linguistics or aphasia would probably be an
advantage in that the information is fairly
condensed, but this serves to enhance its
value as a reference book. Neuropsycholog-
ists and neurologists should find the
bibliography useful. It would have been even
more valuable had the information and
references in the text been brought more up
to date.
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The Wernicke-Korsakoff Syndrome and
Related Neurologic Disorders Due to Alcohol-
ism and Malnutrition. 2nd Edition. By M
VICTOR, R D ADAMS, A COLLINS. (Pp 231;
About $55.00.) Quest-Meridien Ltd, 1989.

In 1971 after a meticulous study of the
clinical records and neuropathological find-
ings in alcoholics, Maurice Victor and
Raymond Adams produced a monograph on
Wernicke's disease and Korsakoff psychosis.
They described their experience of 20 years
first at the Boston City Hospital and later at
the Massachusetts General and Cleveland
Metropolitan General Hospitals. Now some
18 years later they review their original
experience and include further more recent
cases where alcohol has not been implicated
as a pathogenetic factor in the development
of the neuropathological changes.
The reviewer's impression is that this

remains, and will remain, the definitive work
on the effects of alcohol and malnutrition on
the human nervous system.
The original descriptions by Wernicke and

Korsakoff are reviewed and a very detailed
account of the clinical phenomena is presen-
ted based on the original study of 245
patients and autopsy examinations of 82 of
these. Since the first edition of the book the
authors have reviewed a similar number of
cases. The account of the clinical symp-
tomatology is meticulous and detailed. The
majority of the patients studied were alco-
holics with alcohol related neurological
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