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therapy and neuropsychology-are stretched
to the limits.

CHRISTOPHER D WARD

Textbook of Pain-2nd Edition. Edited by
PATRICK D WALL and RONALD MELZACK (Pp
1080; Illustrations 264; Price: £95-00.) Edin-
burgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1989.

In some ways this is an easy book to review,
since it is undoubtedly the best currently
available textbook on virtually all aspects
of pain, ranging from laboratory and
experimental aspects of nociception to clin-
ical pain conditions and their medical, sur-

gical and psychological management. Wall
and Melzack in particular are to be con-
gratulated on an outstanding editorial
achievement, and the book in my opinion
has no rival.

Appearing five years after the first edition,
it is over 1000 pages long and weighs seven
pounds. There are 111 contributors, and it is
interesting that the editors appear to have let
them deal with their subjects entirely in their
own way and write in their own style. This
has advantages and penalties. The advan-
tages include a refreshing individuality, for
instance Hannington-Kiffs anecdotal
account of how he developed the technique
of regional intravenous guanethidine
infusion, and Sweet and Poletti who head a

paragraph dealing with commissural
myelotomy "Guesses concerning the
mechanisms of relief". The disadvantages
include considerable repetition (for example,
acupuncture analgesia appears in two suc-

cessive chapters, one on folk medicine and
sensory modulation of pain and the succeed-
ing chapter on acupuncture analgesia and
therapy), the tendency for some authors to
perhaps over-emphasise their own contribu-
tions, and great unevenness in presentation.
For instance, the chapter on back pain deals
with the subject in less than five pages of text,
whereas (and perhaps significantly) the
chapter on the failed back reviews the subject
comprehensively and at double that length.
The editors have also clearly permitted

authors to air their views with conviction but
not necessarily objectively. Unqualified
statements occasionally appear such as

"Cervical spondylosis is best approached
anteriorly with removal of the disc and
fusion of the joint with bone graft." (p.808);
many doctors will feel that the management
of cervical spondylosis is more complex and
less certain than that. Occasional spelling
errors creep in, including Dejerine (p. 166),
Prinzmetal (p.413) and Gilliatt (p.532). It is
good to see a chapter on pain in children, but
a pity not to see one on pain in the elderly.

Clinical neurologists will be disappointed
to see little or no mention of certain pain
problems which they encounter, such as pain
in Parkinson's disease, dystonia, the restless
legs syndrome, erythromelalgia, and "pain-
ful legs and moving toes". Some of these
conditions are by no means rare, and discus-
sion would be useful. The mechanism of the
pain in the carpal syndrome (why does the
pain extend as far as the shoulder in some

patients?) and a more extensive considera-
tion of referred pain and its mechanisms
could also be included in the next edition.

These are relatively minor criticisms of a

first class book which ranges widely over a

broad subject. Presentation is excellent as is
the index. It would be helpful to print in
heavier type the key page number in the
index when several page numbers are given
for a specific subject.

In 1953, Bonica wrote single-handed his
outstanding The Management ofPain, which
comprehensively surveyed the subject at that
time. There has been no worthy successor

until now, and with the Textbook of Pain,
those interested in the field will find an

invaluable work at a very reasonable price.
GD SCHOIT

Advanced Evoked Potentials. Edited by Hans
Luders. (Pp 278; Dfl 200.00, $85.00, £52.50.)
Martinus Nijhoff Publishing (Kluwer
Academic Publishers Group) 1989.
This book is a joy to read. At the top of my
reasons for such a declaration comes the
literary aspect of the book. Though the
topics dealt with in this book are inherently
highly technical, complex and new, the auth-
ors have managed to express the intricacies
of the ideas involved in plain and clear
English, resorting to the minimum, but
necessary usage ofjargons of the medium of
electroneurophysiology, Hence, to tackle
any of the ten chapters of this book, the
reader does not need the ability to compre-

hend the surreal language of highly special-
ised scientific literature. However, expertise
in the practice of clinical neurophysiology is
essential before one attempts to read any

part of the book. This book, as implied in its
title, deals with evoked potential (EP) at an

advanced level.
Each of the ten chapters is a critical essay

of a dimension of EP studies, the author
being an internationally recognised figure
who has made a life long contribution to the
topic of his critique. The first five chapters
deal with what could be described as the
scientific and technical basis of EP studies.
Chapter one is a review of Near-Field, Far-
Field Potential theories and its implication to

the art of recording and interpretation ofEP.

Book reviews

In the second chapter, the author discusses
the strength and shortcomings of the diverse
methods in use, and indeed necessary to
identify generator sources of EP peaks and
slopes. In the following three chapters, each
author reviews and critically discusses the
up-to-date methods used to record and local-
ise sources of peaks and slopes of EPs, in the
fields of Somatosensory Evoked Potential,
Pattern Visual Evoked Potential and short
latency auditory EPs. The five chapters
together have a common trend of thought
reflecting a degree of consensus among the
authors; yet within the common theme each
author has managed to dent the consensus
with his differing view about specific points.
This level of disagreement by undermining
the suffocating affect of consensus on scien-
tific imagination is part of the appeal of a
book dealing with advanced aspects of
science. Each chapter has a comprehensive
list of valuable references. I found these
five chapters intellectually stimulating,
provocative, "meaty" and for those of us
submerged in daily duties of providing a
medical service a "must" to read. Re-
searchers in the field of neurophysiology
would find "food for thought" within the
lines of different chapters, especially if they
are in the middle of working for a post
graduate degree.
The second five chapters provide a critical

up-to-date review of the role of evoked
potential studies in the clinical practice of
medicine in general and not only in relation
to muliple sclerosis. These chapters are hard
work as they deal with massive amounts of
information generated by workers over the
years of applying EP studies to every disci-
pline ofmedicine. There is a chapter on coma
and brain death that is very comprehensive,
yet despite the wealth of information easy to
digest. The chapter dealing with monitoring
neural function during surgery is no more
than an enumeration of techniques in use to
date. I suppose it had to be written to provide
a comprehensive cover of EP studies.
However, chapter six would not have been
missed if it had been dropped out of the book
altogether. The author of this chapter
appears to be expressing his misconceptions
as to what practicing neurophysiologists
think about the information they provide in
the jig-saw of clinical diagnosis. I would
imagine chapter six as a useful lecture to an
audience with more simplistic notions of the
role of EPs in patient management. Having
said all that, perhaps the editor has met many
over-enthusiastic workers in this field and
finds it useful to inject some cynicism into the
mind of such practitioners!
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