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section presumes and indeed needs prior
familiarity with the subject.

In the clinical, the psychiatric and the
psychophysiological sections we get a treat
of a very wide range of topics. From the
obvious, for instance the use of mapping in
epilepsy, the various dementias and psy-
choses, coma and in MS; through the less
espected, for example, Addison's disease,
dyslexia, right up to the exotic: a description
of a movie featuring the brain during an all-
night sleep complete, three dreams included.
Several papers deal with imaging before and
after therapy, including pharmacological
and electrical, a domain where predictably
brain mapping may prove to be particularly
useful. Several, perhaps too many papers are
based on recordings on around ten patients
or less, down to one.

Inevitable in an anthology, the language
and style are uneven. Expressions not in
common usage, for example "anterioriza-
tion," are freely used without prior defini-
tion. There are too many heavy, long sen-
tences so at times one gets an urge to take
antacids for easier digestibility. Seemingly
the proof reading had to be done in a great
hurry so several "meningeomata" and the
like were overlooked. Our very own Pam-
piglione in the text became Pampligione a
few pages later in the reference. Tertium non
datur, he never had a chance to recover his
true identity. The abundant illustrations of
coloured maps are beautiful.

All electrophysiologists, clinical or
research will have an interest in the book.
This volume is excellent in reminding the
reader that brain mapping is essentially a
very effective new form of display with no
new information involved; that the wealth of
experience rests on the raw EEG data, which
should not be neglected; that it becomes
increasingly difficult to keep in mind the
patient, the clinical and the physiological
problems and to avoid the entanglement
with problems caused by the computers; that
it is hoped cartography may enhance our
understanding of how the brain functions.
We are reminded that brain mapping is not
here to diagnose but to provide important
pieces ofinformation useful in establishing a
diagnosis; that it is valuable in group com-
parison studies and of no practical value in
the diagnosis of individual cases.
To conclude, I shall finish by quoting

Duffy's closing remarks: 'It is an exciting
time. The field is at its beginning and it is not
yet time to summarise.'

M ELIAN
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