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Subsequent chapters cover computerised
record systems, other aspects of administra-
tion including a clear account of the varieties

weuroendocnin- and uses of databases; computerised diag-
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NA FLETCHER

Contributioos to Contemporary Neurology: A
tribute to Joseph Michael Foley. Edited by
Robert B Daroff, John P Conomy. (Pp 259;
£49-95.) Guildford: Butterworth Scientific,
1988.

American neurologists are well recognised to
be generous to their retiring and retired
senior colleagues. Recently at the annual
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meeting of the American Neurological
Association, a spoken tribute was paid to Joe
Foley and concurrently Butterworths have
published "Contributions to Contemporary
Neurology", a tribute to Joseph Michael
Foley.

Forty-one authors have contributed to
this beautifully produced and reasonably
priced collection of essays. As one would
expect, the majority of the contributing
authors are practising in North America or
Canada with the exception of Dr Simoncini
and Dr Stuhmer from the Max Planck
Institute in the GFR and Michael Swash
from the London Hospital. The essays were
collected following a meeting held in March
1986 in Cleveland to honour Dr Foley. It was
then his seventieth birthday and the papers
delivered at that symposium now comprise
this volume of dedication.

Reading the account of Foley's
neurological life one senses the warm affec-
tion felt for this eminent American neuro-
logist, a place of eminence justified and
endorsed by his Curriculum Vitae presented
as a coda to this collection of essays.
The authors combine to produce twenty

essays and I feel it would perhaps be
invidious to select particular contributions
for a special comment. Areas ofconsiderable
interest, exciting areas of research develop-
ment and standard essays on many aspects of
neurological disease comprise the collection.
Understandably Richard Johnson writes on
acquired immunodeficiency. The advent of
PET scanning is recognised. Who better than
Betty Banker to write on dermatomyositis
and the polymyositis syndromes and Mon-
roe Cole on aspects of rehabilitation? The
essays are all short but comprehensive as one
would expect from their provenance. I feel
the volume deserves to be well read. The
standard of the printing is exceptional, the
editing accurate and this collection of essays
fulfills its purpose in honouring Dr Foley.

JB FOSTER

Myasthenia Gravis. Monographs in Allergy
Vol 25. Edited by M H De Baets, H J G H
Oosterhuis, K V Toyka. (Pp 160; £57-30.)
Basel: Karger, 1988.

This slim volume represents the proceedings
of the First European Conference on Myas-
thenia Gravis held in June 1987. The book
contains contributions from several distin-
guished researchers in myasthenia, the
majority concentrating on current immuno-
logical work in the disease rather than clin-
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s into four attempt a frontal attack on the area. The
ding titles. book is both a review of current studies and
{e changes opinions on personality disorder and a des-
)rtex, sub- cription of the research conducted by Tyrer
us. Whilst and colleagues, using their own Personality
ntly mor- Assessment Schedule (PAS). It also gives an
g immuno- account of some previously unpublished
-Palay on studies. Much of the literature reviewed is
Y in the dominated by North American research on

tins. There DSM-III categories.
nd section, The philosophy behind the book is
reen mor- uncomplicated. In the preface Tyrer writes
mitter loss "Once valid and reliable assessments of
intjoy), the personality disorder are established, many
uantitative other questions can be addressed". Thus

early chapters are devoted to the various
ical and diagnostic schema and the reliability and
ties of the validity of the PAS and there is little discus-
ewed very sion, apart from the chapter by Professor
by Ulrich, Gunn, of the conceptual difficulties or of
ling part of criticisms of the trait theorists approach to
md patho- personality measurement. The question
ice for viral "What is personality?" is never asked, nor is
rehensively there adequate discussion of the social learn-
of alumin- ing and cognitive perspective.
Edwardson The book is therefore a useful addition to
by Probst the literature but fails to make a new con-
nt and con- tribution or to shed very much light on this
nexpected, difficult area. The problems with measuring
rmation of and assessing personality and attempting to
may occur distinguish it from "illness" may not be a
it of paired psychometric problem but a conceptual one.
urons. It is still reasonable, indeed parsimonious, to
Ls consider- argue that the distinction between trait and
-onsistently state is a superficially helpful concept, but
subjects is one that has been supported by little convin-

t areas of cing evidence. Tyrer and colleagues do not, I
ed. Recent think, make a sufficiently good case for the
id genetics ability of the PAS to measure personality in
book, and someone who also meets the criteria for a
ay be bio- psychiatric diagnosis.
,e found its It is difficult to know who will want to read
of a series this book. It provides little help for a clin-
h in Geron- ician and its cost seems to rule out a wide

readership. It will be of most interest to
tecommend someone involved in research into person-
to read a ality disorders and for such a person it brings

It develop- together much of the current work and
klzheimer's describes the results of a research

programme which accepts the medical view
PL LANTS of personality disorder and works within

those concepts.
GLYN LEWIS

Histology and Histopathology of the Aging
Brain. Interdiscipijawy Topics in Geron-
tology Vol 25. Edited by J Ulrich. (Pp 182;
£77.30.) Basel: Karger, 1988.

This book contains review articles on several
aspects of normal cerebral aging and Alz-
heimer's disease. The editor, rather

Personality Disorders: Diagnosis, Man-
agement and Course. By Peter Tyrer. (Pp 190;
£40-00.) Guildford: Butterworth, 1988.

Personality disorder still attracts controversy
and appears to repel research and so it is
courageous of Tyrer and colleagues to
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