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correlative studies with CT or MR explicit.
The text is interspersed with boxed "teaching
points" which unfortunately are often
unhelpful, e.g. "cerebral SPECT studies may
prove to be useful, etc", or, in a 77 year old
man "the overall findings on the cerebral
SPECT study are consistent with a pattern of
severe depression". Such statements may
provide useful discussion points but, in a
non-specialist introductory paperback where
the bibliography is an Appendix and
unreferenced in the text, are inappropriate as
teaching statements.

In summary, an easy read for those new to
the subject; illustrations attractive; teaching
points could be more constructive.
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Function and Dysfunction in the Basal
Ganglia Studies in Neuroscience Series
Edited by: A J FRANKS, j W IRONSIDE, R H S
MINDHAM, R J SMITH, E G S SPOKES, W WINLOW.
(Pp 277; Price: £49.55). Manchester: Man-
chester Universty Press, 1990. ISBN 0-7190-
2620-2.
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Noteworthy is P R McHugh's intriguing

and provocative epilogue. Prudently deciding
not to review in detail the contents of all the
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de; anatomical plex but also for their tendency to appear
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interactions, the concerned reader will have
to adjudicate, but he must first purchase this
book.
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Familial Alzheimer's Disease.
Molecular Genetics and Clinical Pers-
pectives. (Neurological Disease and
Therapy Series/2). Edited by: G D MINER, R W
RICHTER, J P BLASS, J L VALENTINE AND L A
WINTERS-MINER. (Pp 420; Illustrated Price:
$125.00 (US and Canada) $150.00 (All
others). New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc.
1989.

Until recently Familial Alzheimer's Disease
was considered to be a rarity. However, in the
last ten years careful epidemiological studies
have suggested that a significant proportion
of cases may be familial and the apparent
paucity of familial cases relates to the late
expression of the disease. This observation
together with demonstration that the
majority of patients with Downs Syndrome
develop Alzheimer's disease in their fourth
and fifth decade have provided a major
impetus to research in this area.
Linkage studies have been undertaken in

families with autosomal dominant inheri-
tance of Alzheimer's disease which suggest
that a Familial Alzheimer's disease gene can
be located on chromosome 21. In addition the
amyloid protein which forms the central core
of senile plaques has been isolated and shown
to be derived from a much larger precursor
molecule which appears to be a membrane
protein. This is also encoded on chromosome
21 but appears to be distinct from the
Familial Alzheimer's disease gene. The
recent surge of excitement has generated a
number ofmeetings and although this book is
published as part of a series on Neurological
Disease and Therapy it is derived from a
conference held in Tulsa in 1987.
This has resulted in both advantages and

drawbacks. Since it is more than yet another
conference proceedings there has been the
opportunity to provide a coherent overview
and there are some excellent general chapters.
Of particular note are chapters five and six on
the general problems ofresearch into Familial
Alzheimer's disease. The chapters on epi-
demiological studies and on legal perspec-
tives are also excellent although the latter is
not of course specific to familial dementia and
essentially provides a US perspective.
There is also a good bibliography of refer-

ences updated to January 1989. However, the
editors do not appear to have used the oppor-
tunity to edit out inconsistencies and in-
appropriate material. Thus a chapter devoted
to met-enkephalin measurements and
another to Nitrendipine binding could easily
have been dispensed with. Moreover every
chapter reintroduces the problems, defini-
tions and clinical description of Alzheimer's
disease which could have been covered in a
single introductory chapter. The recurring
impression however is that this book is only a
conference proceedings in disguise, the sus-
picion being fuelled by the many inconsisten-
cies which have escaped the editors; thus on
page 9 hints are given of linkage of Familial
Alzheimer's disease to the amyloid gene only
for later chapters to contradict this with clear
evidence ofa cross over. There are in addition
a multitude of typographical errors one of
which implies that DNA has now developed
axons.
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