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Similarly, late neuropsychological sequelae
are covered comprehensively by authorities.
The references to these reviews are also very
useful.

Effects of high LET radiation and hyper-
thermia are covered in special chapters and
interactions with drugs and possibilities of
radioprotection are important additions to
this edition.

Radiotherapy remains vital to modern
treatment and our job must be to harness it
safely and use it to maximum benefit. I was
very impressed by the breadth and quality of
this book and it is to be highly recommended
for every neuro-oncology unit.

PN PLOWMAN

Women and Epilepsy. Edited by
M R TRIMBLE. (Pp 285; Price: C40.00). 1991.
Chichester, John Wiley & Sons. ISBN 0-471-
92998-0

Is there a difference betweenmenandwomen?
In a first class chapter by Upton, Thompson
and Corcoran, the authors quote Ivy Comp-
ton Burnett: "there are probably more dif-
ferences within the sexes than between
them". Why then has this book been
produced? The best quote in this book is on
page 207: In 1914 a German psychologist
stated that the average female is capricious,
over-suggestible, often inclined to exaggera-
tion, is disinclined to abstract thought, unfit
for mathematical reasoning, impulsive and
over-emotional. Many would agree with this
only insofar as it applies to certain feminist
works. This excellent book puts paid to such
superficial judgement. Does it add to our
knowledge of epilepsy and the management
of people with epilepsy, particularly women
with epilepsy?
The book emerged, from a meeting of the

same title. The book adds to our knowledge of
epilepsy and to ideas about management. The
editor has chosen a multi-disciplinary team of
authors but unfortunately the provenance is
not always clear. It is not necessary to know
the speciality of the authors but it would be
helpful and interesting. Although most of the
authors are well-known to the potential
readership in this country, this is not neces-
sarily the case abroad and this book deserves
to be read in all countries.
The first section includes chapters on the

quality of life in women with epilepsy, and
counselling women towards independence.
The second section deals with sex differences
in epilepsy from the epidemiological aspect,
developmental and behavioural differences
between the sexes, the adolescent female with
epilepsy, and the epileptic syndromes of
childhood and adolescence. The third section
deals with anticonvulsant drugs, hormones
and seizure threshold, contraception,
epilepsy and pharmokinetics, catamenial
seizures and pregnancy and teratogenesis.
The last part deals with sex, sexual seizures
and the female with epilepsy, cognitive dif-
ferences between the sexes, depression and
epilepsy, and pseudo seizures. Each section is
followed by discussion sessions. The final
chapter is a most entertaining chapter by the
editor on famous and not so famous women
with epilepsy.

It is not easy to find any real criticisms in a
book like this which contains so much useful

and practical information about epilepsy. My
main criticism is that the title ofthe book may
mean that it is regarded by a potential reader
in too narrow a way and some first class
information will, therefore, be overlooked.
For example, the chapter on pseudo seizures
is one ofthe best short reviews on this difficult
subject but it is a review which is applicable to
epilepsy rather than women and epilepsy.
The majority of the work discussed in the
book seems to have nothing to do withwomen
as women, but everything to do with people
(male and female) with epilepsy. However,
several ofthe chapters are not really so single
sex orientated. All the approaches have the
single aim of enhancing independence, again
equally applicable to both sexes and of great
practical importance. The epidemiological
studies show a higher prevalence in men than
in women and this is particularly seen in
childhood. As regards the reproductive cycle,
there is no evidence that pregnancy is likely to
start epilepsy; puberty in girls could either be
associated with an increase or a decrease in fits
or they could remain unchanged, and in
pregnancy there is a similar distribution of
change or lack of change. Again in develop-
mental and behavioural differences between
the sexes there is evidence of an excess attack
rate in males.
The book is so full of good writing, con-

tains so much useful reference work, and has
such good practical advice that it would be a
pity if the title suggests that the contents are
too restricted. However, this must be seen as a
quibble. The book is good, sensibly priced,
well produced and strongly recommended.

LS ILLIS

Comprehensive Management of Spina
Bifida. By HAROLD L REKATE. (Pp 248; Price
£62.00). 1991. London, Wolfe Publishing
Ltd. ISBN 0-8493-0151-3

The author of this book is Chief of Paediatric
Neurosurgery at Phoenix, Arizona, where
presumably there is enough continuing
experience with spina bifida to justify the
publication. Certainly the two chapters by Dr
Rekate himself emphasise well established
details of clinical examination and surgical
technique which became standard neurosur-
gical practice many years ago when the condi-
tion was offrequent occurrence. No-one with
detailed knowledge of the gross dysplasia in
the open myeloshcisis lesion would
endeavour to reform the neural tube with any
expectation of improving neurological func-
tion of the lower limbs but most neurosur-
geons will have found it the natural precedent
to the important dural closure. The neurosur-
gical chapter on Management of the New-
born with Spina Bifida is first in the book, and
as such, pre-empts the very good accounts of
the embryology and pathology contributed
by other authors in chapters II and IV. Again
it should be said that the majority of the
varied pathology ofthe neuraxis in this condi-
tion has already been accounted for in the
English literature, but the inclusion ofthe use
of the MRI scanner and the place of
hydromyelia are important additions. The
main author contributes a further neurosur-
gical chapter which includes specific views of
shunt dependency and the assessment of the
older child with spina bifida newly presenting
for care, both of which must reflect a par-
ticular and personal current practice.

The contributed chapters on the ortho-
paedic and urological management of the
condition are comprehensive and there is a
very useful chapter on the use of orthotics in
its treatment.
The last chapter on the longterm psycho-

social adjustment ofchildren with spina bifida
elicits chords of sympathy from this country
where the therapeutic activity of some 20
years ago has resulted in a particular group of
relatively young, disabled patients for whom
the community has no comfortable place. In a
country where spina bifida now occurs only
rarely, as the result of thorough prophylaxis
and antenatal diagnosis and termination, it is
a measure ofgood fortune that this little book
reads like an echo from the past.

GORDON BROCKLEHURST

MRI of Musculoskeletal System. (The
Raven MRI Teaching File). Edited by JOHN v
cRUEs iii. (Pp 247; Price Not Indicated.)
1991. New York, Raven Press. ISBN 0-
88-1167-705-1.

This book forms part of a series of MRI
Teaching Files and is based on the concept of
demonstrating the MRI abnormalities in one
hundred cases per volume. The complete set
is based on one thousand cases.
This volume covers the musculoskeletal

system and is mainly devoted to joint disease.
The MR images are taken from numerous
different machines at different field strengths
and thus the quality of the images varies
considerably. The section on muscle dis-
orders deals with pyomyositis and muscle
haematomas only, and it is disappointing that
there is no illustration of the changes occur-
ring in inflammatory, inherited and metabolic
myopathies.
The section on the peripheral nerves is of

interest in that it demonstrates the ability of
MR scanning to identify carpal syndrome and
ulnar nerve lesions and thus highlights the
benefit of this technique in patients where
there is strong clinical suspicion or equivocal
or unhelpful neurophysiological results. The
ability ofMR scanning to identify Morten's
neuroma is beautifully illustrated. Although
the case report approach is attractive this
book could not be recommended for the
Departmental Library and would be much
better served by more traditional MRI Atlas.

WJK CUMMING

SHORT
NOTICE

Neurosurgical Operative Atlas. AANS
Publications Committee. Vol 1. No 1-6.
By s s RNGACHRY AND R H wILKINs. Bi-
monthly/approx 80 pages per issue/looseleaf.
Price not indicated. 1991. London, Williams
& Wilkins Ltd. ISBN-0-683-07233-1.
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