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has the rare benefit of both uniformity and
expertise.

There is little to criticise in this
admirable, informative and lucid textbook,
which for my money is far and away the
best available-unless you prefer a small
compendium and a large computerised
database.

SHORT
NOTICES

JMS PEARCE Readers may be interested in Seizure, the

international journal of the British
Epilepsy Association published by
Bailliere Tindall Ltd.

Essentials of Clinical Neurophysiology.
By KARL E MISULIS. (Pp 306; Price:
£60.00). 1993. ISBN 0-7506-9305-3.
Oxford, Butterworth-Heinemann. Can be
ordered from Reed Book Services Ltd, PO
Box 5 Rushden NN1O 9YX UK. (Please
include £2.50 for postage and packaging).

The author aims this book at people new to
neurodiagnostics and those who want to
learn more about selected neurodiagnostic
techniques. His goal is to provide the reader
with a single source to guide competent
performance and interpretation of neuro-

physiological tests. The aim is too ambi-
tious and the results are disappointing.

This is a short, well laid-out book with
separate sections on each electrophysiologi-
cal technique including useful chapters on

neurophysiological principles and trouble-
shooting. It is directed at the American
reader. The electronics section is relevant,
well explained and includes descriptions of
circuit theory, amplifiers, filters, artifacts,
noise and safety. The Polysomnography and
Evoked and Polysomnography chapters are

reasonable although there is no mention of
Dermatomal SEPs or ERG. The main
problems lie within the EEG and EMG
sections.
The EEG chapters are let down by the

paucity and poor quality of illustrations.
Hypsarrhythmia is shown in sleep rather
than the typical waking record and the
Periodic Lateralised Epileptiform Dis-
charges are somewhat bizarrely only illus-
trated from left sided channels. The
technical aspects are well described and
there is a good summary of maturational
EEG changes. Ambulatory cassette moni-
toring and Video Telemetry are not dis-
cussed.

In the EMG section there are some use-

ful illustrations showing recording and stim-
ulation sites for peripheral nerves. There is
also a helpful summary of the EMG/NCS
approach to clinical problems. There are

however a number of mistakes (eg. MUPs
should be less than lOms) and although the
author acknowledges that the recommenda-
tions are his own view he suggests that they
are not controversial. I think many clinical
neurophysiologists would disagree with
some of his opinions, for example that
where SNAP amplitudes are reduced there
is usually slowing of conduction velocity.
The book is inadequately referenced and
the bibliography is very poor.

I would only recommend this book to
someone not wanting to do any clinical
neurophysiology themselves; perhaps neu-

rologists in training who wanted a brief
overview might find it useful. For anyone
with a real interest £60 could be better
spent towards a more detailed and thorough
text.

RH KANDLER

Post-Viral Fatigue Syndrome (Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis). Edited by RACHEL
JENKINS and JAMES MOWBRAY. (Pp 463;
Price: $137.50.) 1992. Chichester, John
Wiley & Sons Ltd. ISBN 0-471-93879-3.
Reviewed-see JNNP January 1992.

Recovery from Brain Damage:
Reflections and Directions (Advances
in Experimental Medicine and
Biology/Vol. 325). Edited by F D ROSE and
D A JOHNSON. (Pp 216; Price: $69.50.)
1992. New York, Plenum Publishing Corp.
ISBN 0-306-44344-9.

Serotonin, the Cerebellum and Ataxia.
Edited by P TROUILLAS AND K FUXE (Pp
378; Price: $125.00) 1992. New York,
Raven Press. ISBN 0-88167-957-7

Hemispheric Asymmetry: What's Right
and What's Left (New Series: Perspectives
in Cognitive Neuroscience). By JOSEPH B
HELLI GE. (Pp 396; Price: £27.95.) 1993.
London: Harvard University Press. ISBN
0-674-38730-9

Central and Peripheral 5-HT3
Receptors (Series: Neuroscience
Perspectives). Edited by MICHEL HAMON.
Series Editor: PETER JENNER. (Pp 314;
Price: £40.00.) 1992. Published by
Academic Press. UK distributors: Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, London. ISBN 0-12-
322370-9

Annual Progress in Child Psychiatry
and Child Development 1992: A
Selection of the Year's Outstanding
Contributions to the Understanding
and Treatment of the Normal and
Disturbed Child. Edited by M E HERTZIG
AND E A FARBER. (Pp 645; Price: $86.00.)
1993. ISBN 0-87630-692-X. Published by
Brunner/Mazel Inc. UK distributors: Raven
Press, New York.

Violence: Basic and Clinical Science.
Edited by CHRIS THOMPSON AND PHIL
COWEN. (Pp 262; Price: £40.00.) 1993.
Oxford: Butterworth-Heinemann. ISBN
0-7506-0926-5. (May be ordered direct
from Reed Book Services Ltd, PO Box 5,
Rushden NN1O 9YX, UK. Please include
,£2.50 for postage and packing.)

Treatment and Care in Old Age
Psychiatry. Edited by R LEVY, R HOWARD
AND A BURNS. (Pp 246; Price: £38.00.)
1993. Petersfield, UK, Wrightson
Biomedical Publishing Ltd. ISBN 1-
871816-17-3

A Proper House: Bedford Lunatic
Asylum 1812-1860. By BERNARD
CASHMAN. (Pp 179; Price £7-95). North
Bedfordshire Health Authority. 1992. ISBN
0-9513626-2-3

In their book, The Hospital in History,
Lindsay Granshaw and Roy Porter indicate
some of the reasons for the current atten-
tion being paid by professional historians to
the growth of hospitals in the recent and
more remote past. Their concerns tend to
focus on the various factors bearing on the
role of the hospital as one of several institu-
tions developed in response to a complex of
social needs, taking its place alongside the
school, the prison and the factory.

Bernard Cashman is an orthopaedic sur-
geon who in retirement has engaged in local
historical research and has written a history
of Bedford General Hospital.
The work casts a long shadow over the

modern movement towards the de-institu-
tionalisation and the community care of the
mentally ill. As such it is of more than his-
torical interest.

Neuroanatomy: A Review with
Questions and Explanations (A Little,
Brown Review Book). By RICHARD S SNELL.
(Pp 298 Illustrated; Price: £16-00). 1992.
Boston Mass: Little, Brown & Co. U.K.
Distributors: Longman Group UK Ltd.,
Harlow, Essex. ISBN 0-316-80246-8

Multiple Sclerosis: Research in
Progress 1991-1992. Prepared on behalf
of the International Federation of
Multiple Sclerosis Societies. Price:
£90.00. ISBN 0-646-10946-4. This book
includes details on virtually all current
funded MS research in the world (900 pro-
jects from 28 countries). It is a reference
which provides researchers and clinicians
access to contemporary information on MS
related research projects and funding
details.

Biology of Depressive Disorders. Part
A: A Systems Perspective. (The
Depressive Illness Series Vol. 3). Edited
by j j MANN and D J KUPFER. (Pp 272; Price:
$45.00). 1993. New York, Plenum
Publishing Corp. ISBN 0-306-44295-7.

Medical Issues and the Eating
Disorders: The Interface (Brunner/
Mazel Eating Disorders Monograph
Series No. 7). Edited by A S KAPLAN and
P E GARFINKEL. (Pp 256; Price: $42.50).
1993. New York, Raven Press. ISBN 0-
87630-681-4.

Correction
In the article by Elizabeth McDonald,
Helen Cope and Anthony David, Cognitive
impairment in patients with chronic fatigue: a
preliminary study (July 1993 issue of the
journal) the labelling was incorrect. The fig-
ure should have been published as follows:
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Figure 1 Performance on paired associates in
high and low fatigue patients, with and without
depressed mood. (+ p =0 03, t test, two
tailed.)
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