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The Neurobiology of Autism. Edited
by MARGARET L BAUMAN and THOMAS L

KEMPER. Published by Johns Hopkins
University Press, Baltimore 1994. (Pp 257;
072-50). ISBN 0-8018-4764-8.

This book provides a useful and thorough
overview of a number of different aspects of
the neurobiology of autism. The contribut-
ing authors are all American, and most hail
from the east coast. After an introduction
and overview by Isabel Rapin, the book
commences with a discussion of the genet-
ics of autism by Joseph Piven and Susan
Folstein. They report the evidence showing
that autism is a highly heritable condition as
well as data indicating that the liability is
not for autism per se but for a more broadly
defined phenotype including milder cogni-
tive and social deficits. Michelle Dunn then
describes the neurophysiological findings in
autism and their implications for neurologi-
cal dysfunction. Two chapters with Nancy
Minshew as lead author describe CT and
magnetic resonance findings, after which
Barry Horwitz and Judith Rumsey report
the PET results. It is clear from these chap-
ters that a coherent set of findings is still
some way off and that the lack of consisten-
cy between studies may reflect clinical het-
erogeneity. Margaret Bauman and Thomas
Kemper discuss the neuropathological
observations and highlight the maturational
abnormalities found in the cerebellum and
limbic system (hippocampus and amyg-
dala). Subsequently Jocelyne Bachevalier
describes the contribution of medial tempo-
ral lobe structures to neurobehavioural
problems in primates. Memory deficits in
autism are described by Ronald Killianey
and Mark Moss. Jeremy Schmahmann
describes the possible role of the cerebellum
in autism and George Anderson details the
neurochemical findings.

Finally, Margaret Bauman and Thomas
Kemper write an epilogue. One of the
things that they say in this epilogue is that
"We now have a wealth of descriptive infor-
mation about the clinical and neurobiologi-
cal features of autism without a clear
framework with which to fully understand
the implications of these observations". At
present this is the crux of the issue. Despite
a welter of studies and data there is little
integration across descriptive levels and dis-
ciplines. The focus in this book on the cere-
bellum and temporal lobe structures and
the possible effects on memory and affect
expressions, recognition and regulation sug-
gest the possibility of an integrative theory.
Understandably, this is never fleshed out,
but it would have been nice had the con-
tributing authors been made to consider
explicitly how the genetic, neurochemical,
neurophysiological and neuroanatomical
findings might be interrelated. Perhaps the
most striking omission from the book con-
cerns the recent burgeoning e-vid-ence for a
lack of the theory of mind in individuals
with autismi and the implications these find-
ings have for neurobiology of the condition.
Nevertheless, this book provides a series of
useful overviews in important areas of neu-
robiological research in autism and is a
most worthwhile addition to your library.

PATRICK BOLTON

The Basal Ganglia IV. New Ideas and
Data on Structure and Function. Edited
by GERARD PERCHERON, JOHN MC1(KENZIE

and JEAN FEGER. Published by Plenum
Publishing Corporation, New York 1994.
(Pp 616; $125 00). ISBN 0-306-44639-1.

This collection of papers is a result of the
4th Triennial Meeting of the International
Basal Ganglia Society held in 1992. The
editors are to be congratulated on the
breadth of topics discussed and the citation
of 1993 references. However, as with all
books of this type there are problems of
coherence and repetition. Although several
of the chapters provide excellent little
reviews (for example Chapter 15 by
Ferrante et al), many of them provide limit-
ed data that cannot be easily accommodat-
ed into a clear framework (for example
Chapter 19 by Block et al). Introductory
chapters to each of the seven sections by the
editors would greatly help in this respect. In
addition many of the chapters cover com-
mon ground, unnecessarily repeating them-
selves-for example, chapters 37, 38, 39
and 57 all discuss in detail the evidence that
the subthalamic nucleus is pivotal to the
functioning of the BG and thus their role in
the development of abnormal movements.
Stricter editing of these chapters would
have strengthened the value of this book.

Overall the book clarifies many of the
issues that are currently at the forefront of
basal ganglia (BG) research. For example,
the concept that the BG consist of a series
of parallel pathways is challenged anatomi-
cally, electrophysiologically and pharmaco-
logically. Furthermore it is becoming clear
that LTP and LTD may be a feature of the
normal striatum and dependent on its
dopaminergic innervation. In addition this
dopaminergic innervation is not only a clas-
sical synaptic phasic one but can also influ-
ence the striatal neurons and their
impinging cortical afferents by a paracrine
tonic release of dopamine. This may be
important in the normal functions of the
BG especially with respect to their role in
non-motor functions and the clinical patho-
physiology of BG related disorders.

Therefore this book provides much use-
ful information, but is more of interest to
the scientist than clinician. Furthermore its
size and price limits its appeal, and so those
to whom the book most appeals will have
either contributed to it or be in possession
of more recent reviews and papers.

ROGER BARKER

Multiple Sclerosis. A Current Status of
Research and Treatment. Eifted by
ROBEIRI M HERDON and FREDRICK J SEIL.
Published by Demos, New York 1994. (Pp
241). ISBN 0-939957-28-0.

My initial reaction on being asked to review
this book was one of interest to see how it
compared to the new edition of McAlpine's
Textbook of MS or the recent excellent
supplement to the Annals of Neurology
devoted to the disease. However, my task
was made much more difficult by the
instant realisation that it was almost five
years out of date. A note added in proof
refers to a paper from 1991, but the bulk of
the references are concerned with data from
the late 1980s, with only a handful of
papers cited from 1990. This is a shame as
the editors have gathered an eminent selec-

tion of authors, largely from North
America, to contribute to the volume,
including John Prineas, Don Paty and Jack
Antel. I am thus unable to launch upon a
tirade on the clinical usefulness, or other-
wise, of experimental allergic encephalo-
myelitis or the lack of benefit on disability
from beta-interferon. Unfortunately so
much has happened in MS research over
the past five years that this book has been
consigned to the history of MS section on
the bookshelf.

JOHN ZAJICEK

Current Concepts in Parkinson's
Disease Research. Edited by Jay S
Schneider and Madi Gupta. (Pp 462,
C89 00). Published by Hogrefe and
Huber, Kirkland, USA 1993. ISBN
0-920887-72-4.

This book is dedicated to the memory of Dr
Richard Heikkila, who pioneered much of
the early work on MPTP induced parkin-
sonism. It is therefore a great shame that it
does not serve as a better tribute to him.
The book is presented in an attractive

format but there are a large number of
major editing errors, for example in chapter
17, figures 6 and 8 are identical. Further-
more the topics chosen for discussion are
limited in their perspective and dated in
their presentation. In particular the book
over-emphasises the MPTP model in an
irritatingly repetitive fashion and fails to
address its value compared to other models
of parkinsonism, most notably the 6-OHDA
lesioned rodent. Other examples of this lim-
ited approach to aspects of Parkinson's dis-
ease (PD) research abound. In the chapter
on neurotrophic factors by Schneider only
gangliosides are discussed, ignoring the
wealth of information on other neurotroph-
ic factors which are of more physiological
relevance to the nigral dopaminergic neu-
rons and the development of PD. Indeed
the whole book is outdated with no refer-
ences more recent than 1991. Whilst this
can suffice in some areas of research this is
not the case for most aspects of PD
research, so for example there is no discus-
sion of the DATATOP study or recent clin-
ical trials with embryonic nigral grafts.

There are of course some excellent
accounts in this book, especially the chap-
ters by Juncos on diet and related variables
in the management of PD and Parent and
Lavoie on the dopaminergic innervation of
the normal and Parkinsonian primate stria-
tum. Overall though the book is expensive,
eclectic and out of date and as a result can-
not be recommended.

ROGER BARKER

Stroke Prevention. Edited by WOLFGANG
rDORNDORF and l'ETER MARX. (Pp 199

$59 25.) Published by Karger, Basel 1994.
ISBN 3-8055-5882-1.

Our department subscribes to the JNNP
and each edition is circulated to every mem-
ber. By the time a new issue reaches me, it
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