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The ideal trainee has been a neurology regis-
trar for two years, is attracted by scientific work
and embarks on at least two years of full time
training in clinical neurophysiology with a view
to becoming a consultant in the subject. Will
there ever be enough such people? If not, what
is the answer?

Major centres require academic clinical neu-
rophysiologists, but is there any reason in prin-
ciple why others should not pursue their
particular interest? Twenty years ago I had the
privilege of electing to practise EMG alone.
Others have felt the same about EEG. The

neurologists at Stanford had become expert in
one branch of the subject and I suspect that
their clinical practice was the better for it. We
could do the same: a year of full time training
in the chosen branch should suffice. Two such
neurologists would in many hospitals make a
full time clinical neurophysiologist unneces-
sary. It is even possible that this would lead to
an increase in recruitment at the registrar level.

I suggest that our system is in danger of
breaking down, and that we need to reconsider
the whole question of the delivery of clinical
neurophysiology services in this country.

NEUROLOGICAL STAMP

Rudolph Ludwig Carl Virchow (1821-1902)

The introduction of the compound microscope and the
discovery of the cellular structure of tissues attracted
Virchow to pathology. In Die cellular-pathologie, published
in 1858, he formulated two propositions-namely, that
every cell is derived from a pre-existing cell (Omnis
Cellula e Cellula) and that cells are the "seat" of disease. In
this book he destroyed the old fashioned "humoral"
pathology. Virchow demonstrated that cells reproduce by
division of the nucleus and cytoplasm.

His was the first description of leukaemia. He estab-
lished the true nature of thrombosis and embolism and he
was the first to recognise cerebral and pulmonary
embolism and the nature of arterial plugs in malignant
endocarditis. He attributed the condition to parasites.
Other papers on neuropathology include studies on
encephalomalacia resulting from thrombosis and
embolism, cerebral haemorrhage, meningitis, congenital
anomalies, and pachymeningitis haemorrhagica intema.
He wrote on tumours of the spinal cord, gave one of the
earliest descriptions of platybasia, discovered amyloid,
myelin, neuroglia, and demonstrated the perivascular
spaces of the nervous system.

Virchow had little time for the emerging germ theory of
disease and he was also dissatisfied with the theory of evo-
lution, which he tried to have banned from school curric-
ula.
He became interested in archaeology and accompanied

his friend Dr Heinrich Schliemann to Troy in 1859 and
wrote an account of the discoveries there. In politics he
was a member of the Reichstag from 1880 to 1893 and as
a leading liberal was a bitter opponent of Bismarck who
went so far as to challenge him to a duel in 1865. He had
much to do with securing a good sewerage system and
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water supply for Berlin. He was also widely known for
founding, in 1847, the Jo6ural Archiv Fiur Pathologische
Anatomie, which he continued to edit for 50 years. He is
shown here on a stamp issued by Germany (West Berlin)
in 1952 (Stanley Gibbons B96, Scott GN89).
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