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the best in the book. The chapters on tech-
nique for exposure in open neurosurgery,

neuroendoscopy, and stereotactic neuro-

surgery provide useful overviews in these
areas, but the rapidly evolving field of neu-

roendoscopy means that it is difficult for
such a chapter not to miss important new

developments by the time it reaches the
bookshops.
The reader who approaches this volume

expecting comprehensive and exhaustively
referenced coverage of those areas conven-

tionally covered by the title is likely to be
disappointed. Many chapters, including the
one on mechanisms of CNS injury are under
referenced for a book of this type, and would
not provide full access to the literature
directly. However, the major achievement of
this book lies in its diversity and its success

in bringing together techniques and
approaches that are of importance in neuro-

protection but are not conventionally dis-
cussed in this context. I would recommend
this book as a useful addition to departmen-
tal and personal libraries, and as a starting
point for further reading.

DAVID MENON

Drug-Induced Neurological Disorders.
By K K JAIN. (Pp 389; price £79-00.) 1996.
Published by Hogrefe and Huber. Pub-
lishers, Kirkland. ISBN 0-88937-154-7.

So often it is difficult to be sure about
whether a drug is really the cause of a neuro-

logical disorder. The sole evidence for an

adverse reaction frequently consists of a

mere handful of reported cases. A dispro-
portionate number of these are derived from
the early vigilance occurring during clinical
trials and initial introduction of a drug. The
putative neurological side effect may not
have been evaluated by a specialist neurolo-
gist, and so incidental conditions unrelated
to the drug may be wrongly classified as

adverse reactions. Later on, when reporting
of more cases would add weight to the
notion of a drug induced adverse reaction,
neurologists aware of these cases may be
inhibited from further reporting by discover-
ing that this particular side effect no longer
provides the novelty value required for pub-
lication.
Dr Jain has undertaken the burdensome

task of guiding us through this morass. In W
G Bradley's forward to the book, we hear of
Dr Jain's credentials to undertake such a

task: " a neurosurgeon and neurologist
who, for many years, has been a medical
advisor to the pharmaceutical industry".
The chapters cover neurological syndromes
such as seizures, peripheral neuropathy,

aseptic meningitis, and intracranial hypoten-
sion. Early in each chapter there is a list of
drugs which have been associated with the
particular syndrome in question; this makes
for easy reference. The evidence incriminat-
ing most of these drugs is discussed in the
subsequent text with liberal citation. The
author's nuance tends to imply how robust
he considers the relationship between drug
and adverse reaction to be. There is some

particularly useful information for everyday
clinical practice. For instance which antide-
pressants are associated with the lowest risk
of precipitating seizures? To begin with I
was surprised to find a whole chapter
devoted to drug induced Guillain-Barre syn-

drome, since this is an unusual diagnostic
consideration in such patients. However, it
was illuminating to read Dr Jain's account of
how gangliosides, various vaccinations, and
the immunomodulatory effects of the chemi-
cally related drugs penicillamine and capto-
pril have caused this disease. This is a most

useful reference book. We should be grateful
to Dr Jain for compiling it and admire his
great persistence and industry in assembling
such a complete array of factual informa-
tion.

MICHAEL DONAGHY

Guide to Clinical Neurology. Edited by
JAN' l) NOHR and j C GAUTIER. (Pp 784; price
£75 00.) 1995. Published by Churchill
Livingstone, Edinburgh. ISBN 0443089272.

This text book sets out to provide a basic
introduction to clinical neurology as well as

sufficient detail and reference to provide an

information source to those more experi-

enced clinicians. It is the lifetime experience
of two well versed neurologists whose admi-
ration for the art as well of the science of
neurology is well reflected in its pages. It
manages to combine the clinical styles from
both sides of the Atlantic and has an empha-
sis on the importance of examination skills
and clinical signs. They have conventionally
provided well written and to the point
contemporary summaries of basic patho-
physiology, investigative techniques and
neurological diseases which are easily
digestible. The section on investigation and
differential diagnosis of clinical syndromes
provided concise and practical information
with a particularly useful chapter on neuro-

logical emergencies. One of the most

impressive features of this book was the
quality of illustrations from the hand drawn
pictures by Robert Demarest (some of which
are reminiscent of "Aids to Examination of
the Peripheral Nervous System") to the

beautiful colour plates of some of the newer
types of investigations with anatomical aide
memoirs.
When a new comprehensive textbook on

clinical neurology emerges in the medical
press in the face of stiff competition from
old favourites I find myself asking how it
compares as a working reference book across
the grades in a general neurology ward.
There is no doubt that it provided well
received information to all who explored its
pages over the six month period we used it
and I would recommend it to anyone start-
ing out in neurology wishing to acquire a
basic textbook. This is also not a book that
will age quickly because of its emphasis on
the clinical art of neurology and therefore
represents one of the better investments for
books of its kind.

NEIL ROBERTSON

Management of Neurological Disorders.
Edited by c %i wii,iES. (Pp 341; price
£24 95.) 1995. Published by BMJ Publish-
ing Group, London. ISBN 0-7279-0903-7.

It is the editor's intention that the "JNNP
should be on the personal bookshelf of every
neurologist, neurosurgeon, and psychia-
trist". At the cheapest an annual personal
subscription is £96 (compared with £68 for
Braini, published bimonthly, and $240 for
the Annals of Neurology). That is expensive,
unless, of course, the J7NNP becomes an
indispensable reference in daily clinical prac-
tice. If anything does, the monthly review
will make it so. These are commissioned in
series, such as the current series on neuro-
epidemiology. This book, like Neurological
Emergencies before it, binds such a series
together. Here we have reviews from
national authorities on the current manage-
ment of common adult neurological disor-
ders such as epilepsy, headache, multiple
sclerosis, motor neuron disease, and
Parkinson's disease. Common conditions
that are not included are disc disease and
peripheral nerve disease. But these omis-
sions are well compensated for by chapters
on head injury and meningitis, important
problems not always routinely managed by
United Kingdom neurologists. There are
two especially imaginative inclusions to the
collection. The first is a practical survey of
the usefulness of molecular genetics in clini-
cal neurology. The second is an analysis of
the resources and facilities available in the
United Kingdom for the diagnosis and man-
agement of neurological diseases. Make
space on your bookshelf.

ALASTAIR COLES
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