





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 77, Issue 9 
	Favourable outcome of progressive multifocal leucoencephalopathy in two patients with dermatomyositis


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Short report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Favourable outcome of progressive multifocal leucoencephalopathy in two patients with dermatomyositis
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	S Vulliemoz1, 
	F Lurati-Ruiz2, 
	F-X Borruat3, 
	J Delavelle4, 
	I J Koralnik5, 
	T Kuntzer6, 
	J Bogousslavsky6, 
	F Picard1, 
	T Landis1, 
	R A Du Pasquier6

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Service de Neurologie, Hôpitaux Universitaires de Genève, Geneva, Switzerland

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Service d’ Immunologie et allergologie, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois, Lausanne, Switzerland

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Unité de Neuro-ophtalmologie, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois, Lausanne

	[bookmark: aff-4]4Unité de Neuro-radiologie, Hôpitaux Universitaires de Genève

	[bookmark: aff-5]5HIV/Neurology Center, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts, USA

	[bookmark: aff-6]6Service de Neurologie, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois


	Correspondence to:  R A Du Pasquier  Service de Neurologie and Service d’Immunologie, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois, BT-02 1011 Lausanne, Switzerland; renaud.Du-Pasquier{at}chuv.ch




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract

        Progressive multifocal leucoencephalopathy (PML), a demyelinating disease caused by the JC virus (JCV), occurs in immunosuppressed patients and carries a poor prognosis. A favourable outcome is reported in two patients with PML and dermatomyositis. Immunosuppressive drugs were stopped in patient 1 but could only be partially tapered in patient 2. The JCV-specific CD8+ T cell response was strong in patient 1 and weak in patient 2. Both were treated with cytosine-arabinoside, and patient 2 was also treated with mirtazapine, a 5HT2A receptor antagonist. Combination of these drugs might be helpful to treat HIV-negative patients with PML.
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