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      We report a patient who developed acute myelopathy after intranasal insufflation of amphetamines and heroin. The functional prognosis was very poor; after 4 months, she remained paraplegic. MRI imaging showed selective T2 hyperintensity and intense enhancement confined to the spinal anterior horns and lumbar nerve roots and plexus. This unique MRI pattern, together with neurophysiological data, suggests that the pathological process at the first primary affected spinal anterior horns (SAH), conditioning motoneuron cell death, and then nerve roots and lumbar plexus as a consequence of wallerian degeneration

    

      Case report

      A 17-year-old girl was admitted to the emergency department in a drowsy state and unable to walk after an overdose of intranasal insufflated heroin and amphetamines. After a few hours, drowsiness progressed to stupor, and progressive weakness in all four limbs, mainly involving the lower limbs, developed. At that time, laboratory data showed massive rhabdomyolysis (creatine phosphokinase 36 880 mg/dl) with acute renal failure (ARF), and hepatic failure; medical therapy was promptly started. The patient’s past medical history was unremarkable except for habitual use of amphetamines (ecstasy) and cannabinoids since the age of 12 years. The previous week she had insufflated heroin about once a day; the previous night she reported a double dose of heroin consumption, and a high dose (approximately 1 g) of intranasal insufflation of amphetamines. The next day the … 
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