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Severe retrograde amnesia in the absence of significant anterograde memory impairment and any known brain injury or disease is considered to be a rare, non-organic syndrome. In a description of this condition, typical patients have a sudden onset of focal retrograde amnesia in which the main symptom is considered to be the loss of personal identity. The term ‘functional amnesia’ has been proposed by de Renzi et al.1 Indeed, it is sometimes difficult to determine whether focal retrograde amnesia is mainly or solely caused by neurological dysfunction rather than partially or totally through the occurrence of psychological factors. The same term was subsequently proposed by Markowitsch et al.2 These authors reported the case of a patient who, after a single brief exposure to an event reminding him of a similar stressful event in his childhood, developed persistent amnesia without structural brain damage. In contrast, functional brain abnormalities were found using positron emission tomography (PET). An area of metabolism three standard deviations below normal was found in the patient's right temporo-basal, left insular and dorsal parietal lobes, and metabolism two standard deviations below normal was observed in the left temporo-basal, the right and left fronto-mesial, the right insular, the left temporo-basal lobes, the left cerebellum and the left putamen.
Patients with ‘functional amnesia’ differ with respect to the severity of … 
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