





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 83, Issue 10 
	P18 Non epileptic seizures and Todd's paresis: case series and literature review


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    BNPA 2012 AGM


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Poster abstracts


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      P18 Non epileptic seizures and Todd's paresis: case series and literature review
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	J Singh, 
	M Lambert

	[bookmark: aff-1]Department of Psychological Medicine, Hull, UK


	*Email: jcingh{at}gmail.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objective Todd's paresis is a transient focal weakness of a hand, arm or leg which follows a partial seizure activity within that limb. This was first described by Robert Bentley Todd in 1849. The weakness can range from severity from mild to complete paralysis and usually occurs on just one side of the body. The paralysis can last from minutes to hours. There have been case reports of longer duration of paresis, ranging to as long as days. It may occur in up to 13% of seizure cases. Todd's paresis may affect speech, eye gaze or vision. It most commonly occurs after generalised tonic clonic seizures. There is literature on Todd's paresis and its association with epilepsy since it was first described in 1849. There is dearth of literature on its association with non-epileptic seizures. Its presentation in patients with NEAD whether represents a true epileptic event or it represents a pseudo paralysis was something we were interested in. The interest was primarily driven by the three patients we had of non-epileptic attack disorder who presented with focal weakness.

Method We did an electronic literature search using PubMed, Medline and Trip database. The key words used were—epilepsy, Todd's paresis, non-epileptic attack disorder, post ictal paresis, pseudo Todd's paresis and pseudoneurological symptoms. The case series is as follows: Case 1: A 48-year-old gentleman with history of non-epileptic attack disorder (NEAD) was admitted to hospital following another episode of NEAD. He reported having an attack of cluster of absent seizures following which he complained of being paralysed down one side. He complained of loss of function of left arm and leg. He was admitted to hospital where he had a full neurological screen done. Objectively, there was no evidence of any focal deficits. He reported being unable to feel anything on left side but was able to respond appropriately to lateralised tactile stimulation with eyes closed. Gate was antalgic with a reduced support phase on left. He had video telemetry done with no evidence of seizures and CT exam was unremarkable. Patient was discharged with the diagnosis of NEAD. Case 2: 37-year-old, female with history of non-epileptic attack disorder was admitted to hospital following an episode of non-epileptic seizure. Patient reported right sided paresis; difficulty lifting her right arm and leg. The weakness lasted 2–3 h, settled on its own. No evidence of any focal deficits on neurological examination. EEG was unremarkable. MRI showed slight asymmetry of left pre central gyrus. No convincing signal abnormality and the appearances were constitutional. Case 3: A 33-year-old lady with history of non-epileptic attack disorder was seen in the outpatient clinics. She had an NEAD attack which was generalised and following that she complained of left sided facial weakness. No dysphasia or problems with vision reported. The weakness lasted for only few minutes and subsided on its own. She had further episodes of seizures but never had a weakness afterwards. On assessment there was no evidence of any change in the nature or degree of her seizure pattern.

Results Our three patients above had diagnosis of NEAD and they all complained of motor weakness or Todd's paresis which is more characteristic of Epilepsy. This raised doubts in our minds that whether these patients actually had a seizure and that resulted in Todd's paresis. The first two patients had investigations re done to establish that but no cause was found. The third patient was seen well after the episode of facial weakness. We did not notice any change in her seizure episodes from the past so further investigations were not carried out. We wanted to establish if there is any association between Todd's paresis and NEAD .We tried to find the answer by doing a literature search but unfortunately it did not help much as we could find only one case report and nothing else useful.

Conclusion There will always be ethical dilemma that whether patients with NEAD should be re investigated or not if they complained of neurological symptoms. We believe that each case should be dealt on its merit and the patients to be managed accordingly. It is not uncommon for patients with NEAD to have epilepsy and as a result Todd's paresis. The literature search was not very useful in finding the right answer.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp-2012-303538.35

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Image quiz
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-330XPrint ISSN: 0022-3050

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


