





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 85, Issue Suppl 1 
	L22 The Changing Neuropsychological Needs Of Huntington’s Disease Patients In A Long-term Care Setting


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Clinical care and clinical services


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      L22 The Changing Neuropsychological Needs Of Huntington’s Disease Patients In A Long-term Care Setting
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	A Higgins1,2, 
	J Hoblyn1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Trinity College Dublin, Dublin 2, Republic of Ireland

	[bookmark: aff-2]2University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin, Republic of Ireland





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Background During the course of the disease, patients with Huntington’s disease (HD) can present with a range of neuropsychological impairments, most predominantly subcortical and frontal executive deficits, which can have significant impact upon daily functioning and care needs.





Aims This study aims to identify the course of cognitive deficits in a group of patients diagnosed with HD in a specialist long-term care setting.





Methods/techniques Six patients, in a specialist long term care setting, underwent serial neuropsychological assessment using assessment tools appropriate to their level of cognitive functioning.





Results/outcome All patients presented with neuropsychological impairment; this varied according to their stage of illness and the predominant features of their disease; further deterioration on serial assessment also varied.





Conclusions Patients with HD in long-term care present with diverse presentations of neuropsychological impairment. Their neuropsychological deficits can have significant impact upon their functional ability, mood, behaviour and quality of life. Therefore, a specialist and person-centred approach to care in long-term settings is necessary and the need for neuropsychological assessment of these patients is highlighted, in order to understand the complex and changing needs of these patients; this approach is required in order to optimise patients’ quality of life and ensure an appropriate response to alteration in neuropsychological status, corresponding functioning and ongoing care needs.
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