





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 87, Issue Suppl 1 
	K22 ‘Eline speaks’; a communication application on iPads supporting communication of patients with huntington’s disease


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Clinical Care and Clinical Services


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      K22 ‘Eline speaks’; a communication application on iPads supporting communication of patients with huntington’s disease
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Eline Kerkdijk1, 
	Maaike Nieuwkamp1, 
	Els Verschuur1,2

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1Huntington Expertise Centre Atlant, Apeldoorn, The Netherlands

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2HAN University of Applied Sciences, Nijmegen, The Netherlands





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background Speech and communicative functions are severely affected in patients with Huntington’s disease (HD). During the disease, communication becomes more and more problematic. Currently, we use expensive speech devices to help improve communication. Unfortunately these devices are not user friendly and not covered by health care insurances. Therefore, most patients cannot afford them. To overcome this problem, we investigated the possibilities of using an app on iPads. In this project we aimed to improve the ability to communicate for HD patients and as a result to improve quality of life.

Case history After extensive searching and comparing available communication applications, ‘Eline Speaks’ is chosen. Our choice was based on usability and extended possibilities of this app, such as indicating photos and pictures, and pronouncing the words associated with these photos and pictures, and indicating and typing words and sentences. We developed a manual and training program in which we explained the value of the app and how to use the app and iPad. Many pictures were used supporting the information described in the manual. In total, eight patients were trained. For every patient, the speech therapist designed different communication options, based on individual patients’ needs and wishes. Patients were enthusiastic: “The app gives me the possibility to record my own voice while I’m still able to speak properly. I can make pictures and add it to the app. I really like that”.

Conclusion First experiences of HD patients and their family and of the nursing staff are positive. Patients are willing to use the iPad, they found it fun to use the devices and did not see them directly as aids.
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