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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE welcomes original papers,
which should be addressed to the Editor, Journal of
Neurology, Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry, BMA
House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR. Papers
are accepted on the understanding that the subject
matter has not been and will not be published in any
other journal. Papers should deal with original matter
and the discussion should be closely relevant to this.
Manuscripts should be typewritten in double spacing
on one side of the paper only. Two copies (including
figures and tables) should be submitted of which only
one need be a top copy. A summary of about 50 words
should appear at the beginning of each paper. The
name(s) of the hospital or laboratory should also
appear. Full postal address for correspondence and
reprints should be supplied. Receipt of manuscripts
will be acknowledged.
The Editor will welcome Short Reports or Pre-

liminary Communications limited to about 1000 words
and with no more than one figure and one table. Also
welcome are Letters to the Editor.

ETHICS Ethical considerations will be taken into
account in the assessment of papers (see the Medical
Research Council's publications on the ethics of
human experimentation, and the World Medical
Association's code of ethics, known as the Declaration
of Helsinki (see British Medical Journal 1964;2:177)).

ABBREVIATIONS Measurements should be expressed in
SI units (see Journal of Clinical Pathology 1974;27:
590-7; British Medical Journal 1974;4:490; Inter-
national System of Units 1972. National Bureau of
Standards, Special Publication 330. United States
Bureau of Printing: Washington). For recognised
abbreviations see Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery,
and Psychiatry 1975;38 :5; and Units, Symbols and
Abbreviations, Third Edition 1977, edited by DN
Baron, Royal Society of Medicine: London.

ILLUSTRATIONS Photographs Unmounted photographs
on glossy paper should be provided together with
magnification scales when appropriate. Diagrams will
be reduced to 23/4 inches (68 mm) wide, occasionally to
53/4 inches (145 mm). Lettering should be in either
Letraset or stencil and care should be taken that
lettering and symbols are of comparable size. Illus-
trations should not be inserted in the text. They
should be marked on the back with figure numbers,
title of paper, and name of author. All photographs,
graphs and diagrams should be referred to as figures
and should be numbered consecutively in the text in
Arabic numerals. The legends for illustrations should
be typed on a separate sheet. Tables should be num-
bered consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals
and each typed on a separate sheet. The format used
in this issue of the Journal should be noted. Vertical
lines will not be printed and usually there are only three
horizontal lines in each table.
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Medicus. Thus:
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and cortisone in myasthenia gravis. Neurology
(Minneap) 1951;1:145-52.
Penn AS. Immunological features of myasthenia
gravis. In: Aguayo AJ, Karpati G, eds. Topics in
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Coers C, Woolf AL. The innervation of muscle. A
biopsy study. Oxford: Blackwell, 1951:16-24.
A reference to unpublished work should not appear
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vided the name of the journal appears. The author is
responsible for the accuracy of references.
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The authors are right to criticise the use
of psychosurgery on children, on prisoners
and on involuntary patients; they can also
justifiably complain of its use for such
nebulous behavioural disorders as hy-
peractivity and excessive aggression.
Psychosurgery has always been open to
attack for lack of clear evidence of efficacy
and for the absence of controlled studies;
these are the authors' strongest grounds for
criticism. As non-medical scientists they
can hardly perhaps be expected to sym-
pathise with the clinician's dilemmas and
his preference for using patients over time
as their own controls. The book's reiter-
ated demand for rigour and scientific purity
becomes in the end rather wearisome.
Much of the book's content dates from

the fifties and sixties. It would have helped
the reader to be told succindtly what opera-
tions are now done in which countries for
what conditions and for what illnesses. Of
the many techniques, which are the sur-
vivors?
The style and language are refreshingly

simple, although "to lesion" is unwelcome
and "operatee", which occurs on scores of
pages (why not patient?) is a horror.

ALAN NORTON

Neuropsychology and Neurolinguistics.
Selected papers. By Egon Weigl. (Pp 360;
DM 105.) The Hague: Mouton Publishers,
1981.

Egon Weigl's investigations in the field of
neuropsychology were mostly conducted
during his retirement. He continued to
publish original work up until his death in
1979: Neuropsychology and Neurolinguis-
tics was in preparation at that time. It is
prefaced with introductions from Luria and
Bierwisch, and a brief autobiography by
the author. The book contains a collection
of Weigl's papers many of which appear for
the first time in translation, and others
which have been taken from relatively
inaccessible sources.
Neuropsychology and Neurolinguistics is

mostly concerned with investigations into
language and literacy dysfunction, the
principal exception being his excellent dis-
cussion of classification and sorting tasks
originally published in 1927. Weigl's
approach to language dysfunction is more
concerned with an analysis of the inter-
relationships and dissociations between
components of the "speech functional sys-
tem" r)ather than with localisation. He was
also actively involved with attempts to
remediate deficits in access to particular

functional components by the use of
"deblocking" techniques.

Weigl's work has often anticipated more
recent "western" theoretical analyses of
neuropsychological dysfunction, and many
of his ideas are very stimulating. However,
Neuropsychology and Neurolinguistics is
not without its flaws. The quality and intel-
ligibility of the translation is sometimes
poor, and the style of reporting empirical
investigations is frequently unnecessarily
complex. Nevertheless, I would recom-
mend this book to anyone with an active
research involvement in neuropsychology
as a useful primary source of papers from
an insightful and occasionally brilliant clin-
ical investigator.
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haemostasis. Perhaps the most useful parts
of the book now are the reviews of side
effects. If the current second phase of mas-
sive clinical trials confirms a stroke-
preventing role for aspirin, the side effect/
dose equation will become of crucial
importance to widespread prescribing
habits.

MJG HARRISON
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