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Elements of Petit Mal Epilepsy. Edited by
M S Myslobodsky, A F Mirsky. (Pp 419;
$81.95.) New York: Peter Lang Publishing,
1989.

There can be no doubt that petit mal (simple
absence) epilepsy represents one of the most
fascinating of the epileptic syndromes. It is
the most clearly identified of the genetically
determined epilepsy syndromes and the one
that ls most easily identified by electro-
encephalographic (EEG) recordings. In spite
of this, the genetics and neurophysiology of
this condition remain controversial and so it
was with a sense of some expectation that I
picked up this book which attempts to
provide an up-to-date summary of research
and theory of petit mal epilepsy.
The book is a multi-author production,

the major contributions coming from a
number of basic scientists and clinicians
working in the National Institute of Mental
Health/National Institute of Health,
Bethesda, Maryland. Additional contribu-
tions are provided by Pierre Gloor, Elving
Anderson and Allen Hauser. Some of the
chapters are excellent, including those of
the genetics of petit mal epilepsy, the
mechanisms of generalised spike wave
discharge and the anticonvulsant pharma-
cology of cultured CNS neurons. However,
the remaining chapters are likely to be a
disappointment for practising neurologists
seeking further enlightenment in this area.
Significant portions of the book are given
over to long discussions of the effects of
absence seizures on awareness and evoked
potentials. As the arguments in these
chapters develop it seems that the central
relationship between generalised spike wave
discharge and its clinical effects become
evermore remote and the final conclusions
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this relatively slim volume is likely to be
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* . T 1MARJAN JAHANSHAHIOtt. (Pp 194; L24.50)). Chichester: Jonn

Wiley, 1988.

This book is based on a workshop on the use
ofreaction time in psychopharmacology that
took place in West Germany in September
1985. It contains 14 chapters and includes
contributions from a number of eminent
workers in the field of information process-
ing. In general, the majority of chapters
focus on the approach that the author has
found or considers most fruitful in the inves-
tigation of drug effects on reaction time,
together with illustrative experimental
evidence. Most chapters deal with the effects
ofdrugs on the quality and speed of informa-
tion processing, although a number consider
the influence of other independent variables
such as age, IQ, anxiety, and time of day on
reaction time.
A number of salient conceptual issues and

experimental approaches such as the distinc-
tion between structural processes and ener-
getic mechanisms in human performance
research, state-versus performance-oriented
analysis, the individual as an active proces-
sor of information and the issue of speed-
accuracy trade-off are discussed. Multi-
dimensional assessment through recording
of evoked potentials during reaction time
tasks, the importance of qualitative examin-
ation of the pattern of responses in serial
reaction time studies in addition to quan-
titative analysis, the distinction between lift-
off time and movement time, the advantages

Correcdon

In the paper by Cole, Philip, Sedgwick
"Stability and tremor in the fingers
associated with cerebellar hemisphere and
cerebellar tract lesions in man", (J Neurol
Neurosurg Psychiatry 1988;51:558-68) figure
lc was an unrelated MRI scan. The correct
CT scan is shown below.
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